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• The National Council of Negro Women,
Lee County Section’s
25th Annual Harambee
Recognition Program
and Membership Drive
scheduled for Sunday,
March 29 at the Dennis
Community Center, 410
Cedar Lane, Bishopville
has been canceled. It will
be rescheduled at a later
date.
• The 2020 Lynchburg Magnolia Festival,
usually held in May, has
been canceled this year
due to concerns about
the coronavirus.
• With the latest
reports from the CDC
warning the widespread
of the Coronavirus, the
American Cancer Society has postponed the
Relay of Life event in
Bishopville. All other
scheduled activities
related to Relay are also
postponed. This includes
the Survivor Reception,
and Bank Night.
A new date will be
announced when the
danger of the coronavirus has passed.
• There will be a
book signing for Michelle Stadard’s new
book, “Broken but not
Bound” on May 30 at
the S.C. Cotton Museum. Stadard, who is
from Elliott, is a veteran,
wife and mother of five
children. She is also an
author and this is her
second book. A time will
be announced later.
• Wateree Community
Actions Inc. Head Start
and Early Head Start
programs are taking applications for the 202021 school year through
April 30 at each Head
Start site in Clarendon,
Lee, Kershaw and Sumter
counties. Services are
available for low income
and disabled children,
ages birth to four years
old. Interested applicants
may apply at any Head
Start site or online at
www.wcai.org and click
Head Start.
• The Good Samaritans for All People PreEaster Giveaway set for
Saturday, April 4 from
8 a.m. until noon at the
old Bishopville High
School football field on
Main Street has been
canceled due to concerns
about the coronavirus.
However, if you are in
need of food, clothing,
household items, etc.,
please call Rev. Eddie
Thomas at 803-4594989 or Rev. Raymond
Cook at 803-469-6294.
Please send your communtiy news to
nwilson@theleecountyobserver.com
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Jean McCaskill Kelley
See Page B3
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State of emergency declared in
Lee County due to coronavirus

County leaders take precautions, one case of COVID-19 confirmed here
By Gee Whetsel
Editor

Lee County Observer, Bishopville, SC

With one case of the coronavirus identified here, members of the
Lee County Council met via teleconference Thursday afternoon to
declare a state of emergency in the county.
Chairman Travis Windham and Lee County Administrator Alan Watkins were present in council chambers while the remainder of council
members participated in the meeting on their phones.
Windham said declaring a state of emergency in the county “puts
contingencies in place if they become necessary.”
Watkins said a number of things in the emergency order are not taking effect now and “may never take effect. But we will have them for
our use if we deem it necessary.”
The day before, Wednesday, March 18, Lee County and Bishopville
staff and leaders, law enforcement, and emergency management personnel met in the main courtroom of the county courthouse to discuss
changes to county and city services being implemented due to the
coronavirus pandemic.
It was announced at that meeting that the first case of coronavirus
had been confirmed in Lee County by state health officials. Specific
details about the case, like whether the patient had been hospitalized
or how he or she may have contracted COVID-19, were not immediately available.
Last Tuesday, S.C. Gov. Henry McMaster also announced more
steps being taken to combat the virus. McMaster issued an executive
order that calls for restaurants and bars to close their dine-in areas,
bans gatherings of more than 50 people in state, county, city or publicly owned facilities, and allows state agencies to waive regulations
that hinder their coronavirus response.
“You can’t even say this is changing day to day--it’s almost hour
to hour,” Windham said. “Every time you turn on the news it seems
things are changing. But our number one responsibility doesn’t
change, and that’s the safety and well-being of our citizens.”
Watkins said county officials are “taking this very seriously. One of
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Lee County Administrator Alan Watkins, left, and county council
chairman Travis Windham talked with city leaders and county
staff at a March 18 meeting in the courthouse about steps being
taken to limit the spread of coronavirus here.

the most important things being stressed by state and federal authorities is to try and maintain social distance and that’s why we’re having
this meeting by teleconference.”
Watkins encouraged all citizens to conduct their county business
via phone or email, if possible, instead of coming into county offices,
many of which are restricting public access.
“We’re providing a lot of that information on Facebook and we’ve
set up a local hotline at our library (803-484-5921) that you can call
and get the latest updates about what’s going on in the county.”
See COUNTY, Page B6

Lynchburg’s American Legion Post hosts
National Commander at March 3 meeting
By Lillian Turner
Staff Writer

Lee County Observer, Bishopville, SC

On Tuesday, March 3, American Legion Post 140 in Lynchburg welcomed
National Commander James W. “Bill”
Oxford to their post to speak.
In spite of pouring rain and chilly
weather, Post Commander Larry Logan said there was a good turnout of 50
attendees who filled the room as they
feasted buffet-style on a spread catered
by Pam’s of Hartsville.
In addition to the National Commander, several office holders from the state
were present, including Walter Richardson, Department Commander for 20192020, Chapin Post 193, Nick Diener,
Department Adjutant Headquarters Post
172, and Michael Strauss, NEC, North
Augusta Post 71.
Pleased with being asked to host the
event, Logan said, “This gives our members who never get to go to an actual
convention a chance to hear the National
Commander speak. He told us what was
going on at the state and national level.”
Oxford, who is a native of Lenoir,

North Carolina, and a past commander of
Post 29 in Lenoir, was elected National
Commander during the 101st national
convention of the American Legion in
Indianapolis in August of 2019. The
American Legion is the largest veterans’
organization in the U.S.
According to the American Legion
website, “A veteran of the U.S. Marine
Corps, Oxford was an aviation electronic technician for the A-6 Intruder
and served in Vietnam during his initial
enlistment. After being discharged as
a sergeant in 1970, Oxford joined the
North Carolina National Guard. He
subsequently attended officer’s candidate
school and transferred to the U.S. Army
Reserve, where he ultimately retired as
a colonel after more than 34 years of
military service.”
“It was an honor to have him here,”
Logan said. “That’s the first time a state
commander has ever been to our post,
that I know of. And definitely the first
time a National Commander has ever
LILLIAN TURNER
been.”
Larry Logan, left, Commander of American Legion
Post 140, welcomes National Commander Bill Ox-

See COMMANDER, Page A3 ford to Lynchburg March 3.

School district using virtual
learning and food delivery
to address students’ needs

Lee County School District (LCSD)
officials continue to closely monitor the
spread of the novel coronavirus 2019
(COVID-19) as part of the state of South
Carolina’s effort to mitigate residents’
exposure. LCSD administrators have
created a District Emergency Distance
Learning Plan and a Food and Nutrition
Delivery Plan in response to Gov. Henry
McMaster’s closure of all public schools
through March 31.
“I think we have plans that will address
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the needs of our students and their families,” says Dr. Wanda Andrews, LCSD
Superintendent. “I am grateful for the
guidance from the State and the LCSD
Board of Trustees as well as the commitment on the part of staff members to
continue to create a learning environment
where students come first.”
The District Emergency Distance
Learning Plan calls for the facilitation of
virtual classroom lessons, accessible on
See DISTRICT, Page B3

Observer available
online at chronicleindependent.com
Beginning this week, the Lee County Observer will
be available online, posted on the Chronicle-Independent’s website.
Making the Observer available online is being done
so that, in the event that the coronavirus causes more
business shut-downs and a “hard copy” of the paper
can not be printed, our readers can still have access to
the paper, said Observer Editor Gee Whetsel.
You can access the Observer’s pages by going to
chronicle-independent.com
As of now, the Observer will continue to be mailed
to subscribers and will be available on the newsstand
as well.
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What quotations can help you address your children’s needs?
(Part 2 of a 3-part series)
Closely related to the encouragement
process and the idea of helping children
recognize that they can take control
of their own lives rather than meander
through the years is the importance of
good habits and appropriate behaviors.
Once again, I suggest that you address
one or two of these quotations (or others
you may prefer) with your child in an
unhurried situation. Have him or her
discuss the meaning and add your two
cents worth if needed. Also, ask the child
to give you some examples of why the
quotation is right on target.
“Live as if everything you do will
eventually be known.” Hugh Prather
“The past explains our behavior but
doesn’t excuse it.” Rev. Steve Canfield,
February 17, 2008.
“Good habits formed at youth make all
the difference.” H. Jackson Brown, Jr.,
Wit and Wisdom from the Peanut Butter
Gang: A Collection of Wise Words from
Young Hearts. Nashville: Rutledge Hill
Press, 1994.
“A bad attitude is like a flat tire. If
you don’t change it, you’ll never go
anywhere.” Buz Moxon in Guideposts,
March, 2010.
Your choices determine who you are
and what you will become. Anonymous
“There is nothing about an individual
as important as his I.Q., except possibly

his morals.” Lewis Terman, the
by Pop (Will Blackbird) in Two
psychologist who created the
Roads by Joseph Bruchac.
Stanford-Binet Test, in Mal“What comes out of your mouth
colm Gladwell, Outliers; The
is a reflection of what is in your
Story of Success. New York:
heart.” Laurel S. Brunvoll, All
Little Brown and Company,
My Good Habits I Learned from
2008.
Grandma. Nashville: Thomas
“To educate a man in mind
Nelson, 2007.
and not in morals is to educate
“Three things cannot be hidden:
Dr. Richard
a menace to society.” President
The sun, the moon, and the truth.”
Culyer III
Reading Consultant Buddha
Theodore Roosevelt.
“It takes a great deal of brav“If you tell the truth, you don’t
ery to stand up to our enemies, but just
have to remember anything.” Mark
as much to stand up to our friends.” J. K. Twain
Rowling, the author of the Harry Potter
“No legacy is so rich as honesty.” Wilseries.
liam Shakespeare
“Right is right, even if everyone is
“Being male is a matter of birth. Beagainst it; and wrong is wrong, even
ing a man is a matter of age. But being
if everyone is for it.” William Penn,
a gentleman is a matter of choice.” Vin
founder of Pennsylvania.
Diesel, actor.
“Intelligence plus character – that is
“The man who moves a mountain
the goal of true education.” Dr. Martin
begins by carrying away small stones.”
Luther King, Jr.
Chinese proverb
“You can easily judge the character of
“The world is filled with willing
a man by how he treats those who can do people; some willing to work, the rest
nothing for him.” Johann Wolfgang Von
willing to let them.” Robert Frost in Ian
Goethe
James Corlett, E is for Ethics; How to
“Live your life in such a way that
talk to kids about Morals, Values, and
you’ll be remembered for your kindWhat Matters Most. New York: Atria
ness, compassion, fairness, character,
Books, 2009.
benevolence, and a force for good who
“Being ignorant is not so much a
had much respect for life, in general.”
shame as being unwilling to learn.” BenGermany Kent
jamin Franklin (1755) in Poor Richard’s
“It’s not how a man looks but what’s in Almanack. Reprinted in 1976 by Padhis mind and heart that counts.” Insight
dington Press in London.

“The way that children respond to
authority at school depends on how you
teach them to respond to authority at
home.” Anonymous
“Without a change in your behavior,
just saying ‘I’m sorry’ is not enough.”
Ken Blanchard and Margaret McBride,
The Fourth Secret of the One-Minute
Manager. New York; HarperCollins,
2008.
“A tiny problem becomes a vast one if
you ignore it” – Graffiti on the Basilica
in ancient Pompeii. In Mary Beard, The
Fires of Vesuvius. Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 2008.
“The best apology is changed behavior.” Inspirational quotesgazette.com.
“Don’t make excuses. Make improvements.” Tyra Banks
“One night a father overheard his son
pray: ‘Dear God, make me the kind of
man my Daddy is.’ Later than night
the father prayed, ‘Dear God, make me
the kind of man my son wants to be.’”
Anonymous
And, then, in conclusion, the wise
words from the Scriptures: “Finally,
brethren, whatsoever things are true,
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely,
whatsoever things are of good report; if
there be any virtue, and if there be any
praise, think on these things.” Philippians 4:8 (KJV)

Managing our fears
and anxieties in
the age of COVID-19

The COVID-19 (Coronavirus) outbreak is impacting
every aspect of our lives. It
is a normal human response
to develop increased fears,
worries and anxieties in
times of uncertainty. Anxiety
may be related to the fear of
getting the virus as well as
how the virus will impact
us financially and socially.
The good news is there are
evidenced-based things we
can do to improve our emotional wellbeing:
In an effort to remain physically and
emotionally healthy we should all follow the CDC guidance regarding good
hygiene habits to reduce the likelihood of
spreading or getting an infection.
How do we stay socially connected in
a world of social distancing? Seek support from friends, clergy and neighbors
by phone, text, email, video calls and
even old-fashioned letter writing. Selfexpression in the form of writing out our
thoughts and feelings is a very healing
form of communication.
It is important to learn to cultivate a
sense of calm. Here’s how:
• If the news is stressing you, reduce
your exposure to the news. This is especially important close to bedtime. Disconnect from your electronic devices 30
minutes prior to sleep. To relax yourself
for sleep, try reading a book and using
prayer and meditation to calm your emotions. It is important to get enough sleep
as sleep deprivation can come on quickly
and is a leading cause of anxiety. Adults
require 7 to 9 hours of sleep and children
require 10 to 12 hours. It will be challenging, but try to maintain a schedule
for children during the time that school is
canceled.
• Speaking of children, their worlds
have been turned upside down with
school, activities and sports cancellations. They will miss their friends and
may even act-out a bit if they feel scared
or bored. Answer their questions in honest, developmentally age-appropriate
ways, but don’t wait until they ask you
questions, children cannot always put
thoughts and feelings into words. Talk
to your children daily about how they
feel, what they think. Reassure them that
you will keep them safe and healthy and
explain how.
• Don’t hold your breath! As humans
we are still dealing with that primitive “flight or fight response” in times
of stress. It is instinctual to hold your
breath. Be aware of this and practice

slow steady breathing. We
can also use progressive
muscle relaxation, dance,
yoga or stretching, music
and reading to create pleasant life experiences for
ourselves. This is a good
time to resume a hobby or
develop a new one. I for one
am finally doing my Tai Chi
video I have had for 5 years!
• Prepare but don’t panic.
Avoid impulsive behaviors,
such as hoarding or over-buying. It is
important to be organized and thoughtful in your response to this pandemic by
preparing adequately for your family,
which usually means maintaining a 3 to
5 day supply of food, hygiene and other
necessities. Be sure you are prepared
with enough prescription medications
and vitamins and other over the counter needs. Read more about pandemic
preparedness on the Centers for Disease
Control website at cdc.gov
• Improving your sense of control and
ability to cope with life stressors will go
a long way towards helping you to accept
current circumstances that you cannot
change. Shifting your focus to those
aspects of your life that you can control
-- such as changing your definition of a
“good day” to match your current reality
and problem solving to match the current
circumstances. This is what is meant by
“mindfulness.”
• Don’t hesitate to ask your health care
provider questions. There is no such
thing as a “silly question.” Knowledge is
power --- and knowledge reduces stress,
anger and frustration.
• Maintain a sense of hope and positive thinking. However, if you do begin
to feel helpless, depressed, experience
insomnia or loss of appetite or a stress
level that you cannot control, or find that
you are over using alcohol or other substances, do not hesitate to contact your
medical or mental health provider or the
National Helpline at 1-800-662-HELP
(4357). This hotline is free and confidential and open 24 hours a day.
• Last but not least, be kind and caring
to one another. Do not place blame. Be
patient. I find it helpful to remind myself that everyone around me is going
through something I have no idea about.
Add to our normal life stressors, the
COVID-19 fears and we need each other
more than ever.
Liz Kershner, MSW, LISW-CP AP,
serves as the Director of Behavioral
Health at CareSouth Carolina.
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Filing for the June 9 statewide primaries opened at noon on March 16. The general election will be held Nov. 3. Candidate filing for federal, state and county
level offices will remain open until noon on March 30.

Candidates have until March 30
to file for June 9 primaries

As of Friday, the following candidates
have filed to run in the Nov. 3, 2020
statewide general election.
The Democratic and Republican statewide primaries will be held on June 9.
• Sheriff: Daniel Simon
• Clerk of Court: Teresa Arledge
Brown
• Probate Judge: Michael Davis
• Coroner: Larry Logan
• County Council District 5: Jacqueline
Josey
• County Council District 1: R. Travis
Windham
• School Board District 7: Marcia
Henry
• School Board District 2: Echo Belvin
• State House of Representatives, Dis-

trict 50: Will Wheeler
• State Senate District 35: Thomas
McElveen
• State Senate, District 29: Gerald Malloy (Democrat); J.D. Chaplin (Republican)
• U.S. Senate: Duke Buckner (Republican); Jaime Harrison (Democrat); Joe
Reynolds (Republican)
• U.S. House of Representatives District 5: Ralph Norman; Sidney A. Moore
(Democrat)
Anyone interested in filing for a seat
has until March 30 at noon to do so at
the Lee County Board of Voter Registration & Elections, 101 Gregg Street,
Bishopville. Call 803-484-1832 for more
information.

GEE WHETSEL/OBSERVER

Harvest Hope deliveries continue

Volunteers were out filling bags of fresh food for those in need on Thursday at
Mount Calvary Church on Highway 34. The food is delivered weekly by Harvest
Hope.

LEE COUNTY OBSERVER (Bishopville, S.C.) - WEDNESDAY, March 25, 2020- A3

COMMANDER

Continued from Front

Oxford spoke to the group about what
it was like to be the National Commander and the intensity of the post. “This is
the 29th department that we’ve been to,”
he said. “We’ve also been to Puerto Rico.
We’ve been to Hawaii twice, stopped in
Japan, stopped in Taiwan, and stopped in
Australia. In addition to that, we’ve been
to Indianapolis twice and we’ve been
to the White House twice. During one
of those visits to the White Hous, I was
honored to be invited to the Oval Office
when the president signed the POW-MIA
flag act. I’ll tell you, folks, that was one
of my bucket list things. It was just a
tremendous honor to be able to represent
the American Legion at that event.”
As he talks, it is easy to see why
this energetic and enthusiastic man
was awarded his position. “One of the
highlights of our stop in Hawaii was
a tour and briefing and introduction to
the Folks at the DPEAA, which is the
POW-MIA accounting agency,” Oxford
says. “This is a city block laboratory full
of scientists and technicians, anthropologists, archeologists, all sorts of folks still
trying to recover and identify American
MIAs.
“They use numbers like 80,000 when
talking about Americans still missing
from all our wars. And when I heard
80,000 I said to myself, ‘That can’t be
right, we only killed 58,000 in Viet-

nam.’”
But 80,000 is the number that they
think is right. “Now 1,700 of those are
still missing from Vietnam,” Oxford
says. “Approximately half of the 80,000
are sailors still missing at sea and whose
remains will never be recoverable. But
there is still a large number of MIAs
missing around the world and these folks
still continue to pursue and look and
seek and try to identify and recover those
remains. Let me add one thing right here,
if anybody has a relative or an ancestor, mother’s or father’s side, that is still
missing in action, please get your DNA
registered with the Veterans Association.
It is a way to help the DPEAA identify
those people if they happen to match
your DNA. It’s just a way to help them
make their job easier.”
Oxford also talked about the future of
the American Legion and his concern
with declining membership. “We are the
stakeholders,” he said. “We are the only
way it’s going to get better. I’m asking
for everybody’s help because that’s the
only way we can make sure our organization is thriving and developing. If
we expect to have a second centennial
celebration in 99 years, we’ve got to start
now. That’s the only way we are going to
be able to survive.”
Rep. Will Wheeler of Bishopville
spoke briefly at the meeting, echoing
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Rep. Will Wheeler addresses the veterans gathered at the March 3 meeting of
Lynchburg’s American Legion Post 140.

Oxford’s sentiments.
“We all agree that we love this nation,”
he said. “We want to see it prosper and
succeed. We want to see its citizens well
taken care of. That’s the mission that you
all have fought and bled and died for and
perpetuated civically for a hundred years

now. We welcome you here and we hope
to do it again in another hundred years.”
In addition to speaking at Post 140,
Oxford gave an address at the joint
assembly of the South Carolina State
Legislature on Wednesday, March 4.

FTC to roll out 60 days of free internet to students

Service will be offered to new customers
in homes with K-12 and college students

Schools across South Carolina have
closed during this time of uncertainty
due to the continuing spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19).
During the closure, many schools will
rely on online learning opportunities.
With its schools and students in mind,
FTC is offering 60 days of free internet
service and free installation to any home
within FTC’s service area that meets the
following criteria:
• The primary home of a student in
kindergarten through high school, technical school, college or in graduate school;
• New customer that has not been an
internet customer with FTC for the past
90 days;
• Primary home located in FTC’s service area.
FTC is making it easier to utilize the
program by taking orders over the phone
at 888-218-5050 and waiving the normal
security deposit process.
The service does not have data caps
or hidden fees. FTC plans to make the
internet offer available to new customers
through March 31 and the program will
be re-evaluated at that time.
FTC is committed to helping custom-

ers impacted by the coronavirus (COVID-19) by also not suspending their
services due to non-payment. The Cooperative understands its services are vital
to staying connected to work, school,
loved ones, and to receiving updates
related to the virus.
Those who are unable to pay their bill
due to economic conditions related to the
coronavirus are asked to call 888-2185050 to discuss their situation and set up
a payment plan if necessary.
Also, FTC would like to remind its
customers of the multiple options available to get information from its Customer Service Department, to report a repair
request or to pay bills without having to
enter one of its seven stores:
Reach a Customer Service Representative Monday – Friday from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m.
• By calling 888-218-5050 and pressing “4” when prompted;
• Visiting its website, ftc.net, and beginning a chat session by clicking on the
bottom right of the screen;
• Texting 843-FTC-TEXT (843-3828398);
• Emailing contact@ftc.net;

Chamber
cancels
BBQ Block
Party
In light of the coro-

navirus pandemic, the
Lee County Chamber of
Commerce announced
last week that the BBQ
Block Party, planned for
April 17 and 18, will not
be held this year.
Chamber director
Jenna McGuirt said,
“While we spend a lot
of our time advocating for businesses and
working on community
engagement projects,
right now the chamber’s
main focus has become
keeping our community
healthy. After consultation with local administration and our Chamber
Board of Directors, we
have decided it is in the
best interest of our community to not hold our
BBQ Block Party this
year. We are working
hard to determine what
our options are going
forward.”
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days a week
• By calling 888-218-5050 and pressing “1” when prompted;
• Accessing their account online at ftc.
net;
• Using payment drop depositories
available at each FTC store with the exception of the Johnsonville location.

DISCOVER
THE BEST
INTERNET
EXPERIENCE

With higher internet speeds, you’ll enjoy:
• Using multiple PCs, laptops and tablets at the
same time
• Faster download speeds for improved streaming
• Improved performance on your cloud-based apps
• Increased efficiency and productivity
• Improved online gaming experience
Internet Speeds

Internet Only
(per month)

Internet Rate when Bundled
with Voice Line (VoIP) and
Connections Discount
(per month)*

4-15 Mbps

$49.95

$29.95

25 Mbps

$54.95

$34.95

50 Mbps

$59.95

$39.95

100 Mbps

$69.95

$49.95

500 Mbps

$79.95

$59.95

1 Gig

$89.95

$69.95

All speeds come with
10 free email accounts

See details online or call today!

ftcinet.com | 888-218-5050

Sign of the times

Like all of the school districts in the country, the Lee
County School District is closed for business to try
and limit the spread of the coronavirus. Students are
learning online and families are trying to adjust to
the “new normal.”
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Report a repair request 24 hours a day,
seven days a week
• By calling 611 from any FTC phone
or by calling 888-218-5050 and pressing
“3” when prompted;
• Those who pay their account online
may report a repair request through the
FTC website at ftc.net.
Bill pay options 24 hours a day, seven
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*Voice Line (VoIP) charge of $24.95/mo. is in addition to rates listed for internet package. Prices shown are residential rates.
Listed speeds comply with FTC’s Open Internet Statement.

A4 - LEE COUNTY OBSERVER (Bishopville, S.C.) WEDNESDAY, March 25, 2020

OPINION
Margaret's Words of Wisdom
Being negative only
makes a difficult
journey
more difficult.
Provided by Margaret Copeland

Those were the days...
Country folks in the 18th
and 19th century were
taught sufficiency in every
aspect of their daily living.
Every home-place had
an outhouse, tater bank,
smoke house, chickens in
the yard, sow and pigs in
the barnyard, a garden, jars
of garden vegetables, wild
blackberry patch nearby,
bags of corn meal and flour, wood pile and a cow.
Many folks could not afford oil for their lamps. Since
wood was plentiful, families would sit around the room
with light from the open fireplace.
The most beautiful garments were homemade. Most
country stores kept a Yankee catalog for ordering garments for special events. The clothes were Grandma
and Grandpa’s burial dress and suit. They were kept
clean and neat for the day they would be needed. Funerals were mostly a home deal. A deceased member
was cared for by family and friends. The casket was a
wooden box built from wood slabs.
Since the deceased wasn’t embalmed, the burial was
within three days cold weather and two days during the
summer. I remember my grandfather Stevens telling
about the event at the burial of a family member. It
seems rain had fallen for several days.
As they dug the grave, water would fill it up. It was
summer and the family member had to be buried right
away. As they put the box into the grave it would float
to the top. Finally, the men put heavy boulders on top to
keep it down.
We country folks were taught to be seaworthy in life.
Our survival depended upon instinct and we became
very good at it.

Send your community news
to the
Lee County Observer.

nwilson@theleecountyobserver.com
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The Statehouse Report
The following Legislative
districts provide appropriUpdate combines the weeks
ate in-class intervention and
ending February 28 and March
at least thirty minutes of
6. Unfortunately, I was hit
supplemental intervention by
with the late round of flu
certified teachers who have
virus circulating this year and
a literacy add on endorsemissed Session on February
ment until all students are
25-27. Thankful for a speedy
at grade level. The reading
recovery and made it back for
portfolio exemption from
the following week.
retention is strengthened.
Rep. Will Wheeler
The House of RepresentaWhen exemptions from
S.C. House District 50
tives amended, approved, and S.C. House of Representatives retention are granted besent the Senate H.4431, a bill
cause of appeals by students’
to enact the “SOUTH CAROparents or guardians, school
LINA BUSINESS LICENSE TAX
districts are required to report on the
STANDARDIZATION ACT” as a means number of appeals made, the number
of: reducing the complexity of comgranted, and the outcome of the students
plying with the business license taxes
whose appeals are successful. The State
imposed by counties and municipalities
Department of Education must screen
by bringing statewide uniformity to the
and approve reading coaches for districts
deadlines, application forms, and variwhere more than one-third of third grade
ous other parts of the process; enhancing students score at the lowest achievement
convenience for businesses by allowlevel on the state English/language arts
ing them to pay taxes owed in multiple
assessment. Early childhood, elementajurisdictions using a one-stop-shopping
ry, and special education teacher candionline portal; and, allowing counties and dates must pass a test on reading instrucmunicipalities to receive the full amounts tion and intervention before they can be
they are owed for business licenses with- certified. .
out subtracting the portion that has been
charged in fees by third parties collecting
The House amended, approved, and
the taxes. The legislation imposes statesent the Senate H.3328, a bill revising
wide standardization upon many aspects
SCHOOL LUNCH provisions. The legof the business license taxes imposed by
islation provides that students eligible for
counties and municipalities, including:
free and reduced meal benefits must be
a single timeline for issuing and renewoffered the same federally reimbursable
ing licenses and imposing penalties;
meal as students not eligible for these
standards for computing taxes based
federal free and reduced meal provisions.
upon the gross income of the business; a Federally reimbursable meals must be ofuniform business license application esfered even if the student owes money for
tablished and provided by the Director of previous meals. Schools that offer food
the Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Office; a
and beverages separate from federally reprotocol for issuing refunds to businessimbursable meals may not allow students
es; requirements for taxing jurisdictions
to accrue a balance when purchasing
to make use of the Standardized Business items, and only may accept cash payment
License Class Schedule as recommended or allow funds to be electronically drawn
by the Municipal Association of South
from a prepaid balance. A school or
Carolina and adopted by the Director
school district may not invoke penalties
of the Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Offor failing to pay for a school lunch, such
fice; and, a protocol that allows county
as prohibiting students from attending
and city councils to approve reasonable
field trips, participating in graduation or
subclassifications. Provisions are made
other recognition ceremonies, or attendfor a centralized online portal hosted
ing other academic-related activities.
and managed by the Revenue and Fiscal
The State Department of Education is
Affairs Office which businesses may use charged with developing and providing a
to pay the various license taxes imposed
model policy and template to each school
in multiple jurisdictions. In addition to
district regarding the collection of school
allowing a payment through the business meal debt.
license tax portal, a taxing jurisdiction
The House approved and sent the
shall allow a taxpayer to file and pay its
Senate H.4765, a bill imposing LIMITAbusiness license tax in person at a locaTIONS ON COLLECTING SCHOOL
tion within the taxing jurisdiction, by
MEAL PROGRAM DEBTS. The legislatelephone, or by mail. The legislation
tion prohibits a public school or school
imposes a prohibition on a private thirddistrict from using a debt collection
party assessing or collecting business
service to collect debts owed on a school
license taxes or requiring businesses to
lunch or breakfast account of a student.
remit confidential tax data on behalf of a A public school or school district may
taxing jurisdiction. The legislation pronot assess or collect any interest, fees, or
vides an exemption from business license other such monetary penalties for outtaxes for charitable organizations that
standing debts on student school lunch or
covers their nonprofit activities.
breakfast accounts.
The House amended, approved, and
The House amended, approved, and
sent the Senate H.4761, a bill providing
sent the Senate H.4758, a bill providing
for “SOUTH CAROLINA READ TO
authority for ALTERNATIVE PROSUCCEED ACT” ENHANCEMENTS
GRAMS FOR EDUCATOR PREPAthat emphasize early intervention for stu- RATION AND CERTIFICATION as
dents who are having difficulty learning
a means of addressing current teacher
to read so that they can receive needed
shortages. Under the legislation, educainstruction before reaching the time
tor preparation programs housed within
when a low score on a literacy assessan institution of higher education may
ment can require a student to repeat the
submit a separate and distinct educathird grade. Under the legislation, the
tor preparation program for alternative
State Board of Education is charged with preparation to the State Board of Eduapproving no more than five reliable and cation for approval. The board shall
valid early literacy and numeracy screen- promulgate regulations concerning the
ing assessment instruments for selection
granting of approval, cyclical review, and
and use by school districts in kindergarrevocation of approval for alternative edten through third grade. Assessments
ucator preparation programs. The State
must be given at the beginning of the
Department of Education is charged
school year. For students who need
with providing each college of education
additional assistance, the screening will
and state-approved educator preparation
also occur during the middle and end of
program with information evaluating the
the school year. Assessment results must performance its graduates on a yearly babe reported to the State Department of
sis so that this information may be used
Education which is responsible for moni- to improve education services.
toring student progress. Read to Succeed
The House of Representatives and the
Act provisions are revised to require that
See REPORT, Page B5

Woodward
Library
Archives
Research
By Jeanette Watts

Woodward Library of
Archives and Research

We sometimes never
know who our ancestors
are unless we find them
through research. Sometimes good stuff; sometimes not so good. I can
assure you, you will find
some interesting facts if
you dig deep enough.
I found one of mine that
was Welsh and ScotchIrish stock. John Bradham
migrated to North Carolina
by way of Wales to Barbados to the Cape Fear area
of North Carolina in 1725
and from there to Wilmington, N.C. This John
was the GGGGrandfather
of Caleb Davis Bradham,
born 5-27-1867 and died
2-19-1934.
Caleb Bradham was
a chemist receiving his
education first in medicine and later switching to
pharmaceutical sciences at
the University of Maryland. After leaving school
he bought the local drug
store in New Bern, N.C.
He spent his days inventing new health remedies as
well as concocting various
drinks for his friends who
dropped in to “shoot the
breeze.” He was only 25
years of age. The drink
that was most popular was
what he called “Brad’s
Drink.” He later paid $100
to register his product
8-28-1898 and renamed it
“Pepsi Cola.” One of his
secrets was he included
pepsin in his formula. It is
a digestive enzyme which
imitates the kola nuts
which flavor the drink.
Caleb was president
of his company and was
manufacturing the popular drink with his original
formula that he created.
He advertised his drink
and even used his daughter
Mary as the “Pepsi Girl” in
ads. It was bottled in 6 oz.
glass bottles and sold for 5
cents.
Caleb became a wealthy
man but with WWI and
the price of sugar escalating, the public could not
afford to waste money
on his drink and by 1923
Caleb was bankrupt. In
1923 a New York company bought his company,
his formula and the name
Pepsi Cola.
Pepsi is alive and well
today, produced with Caleb’s original formula. His
portrait hangs today in the
Pepsi Cola Headquarters in
Purchase, N.Y.
The moral of this story is
to remind each and everyone to do their family history beginning with them
selves. Once the Archives
is open, come see us and
see if we can help you or
direct you to where you
need to go next.

ANTED
R. Travis Windham W
10 GOOD PEOPLE WITH BAD CREDIT
Insurance Agency, LLC
Est. 1969

204 N. Main St.
Bishopville, SC
803-484-6725

FREE Quotes
Low Payments

• None Established • Bankruptcies • Judgements
Charge Offs • Repossessions • Tax Liens
New Test Program For Automobile
Financing. Special Allocation of Funds

✓ NEED A CAR • CALL NOW
We have all makes & models available
Hurry, these funds won’t last forever!
Call Mr. Gordon Today
730 S. 4th St. Hartsville, SC 29550 843-332-4416
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The Kids' Page

LIST YOUR
BUSINESS
HERE TODAY!

CALL 484-9431

Send
your kid’s
picture

JARED’S
HARDWARE

to
mscott@theleecoun-

110 S Main St., Bishopville, SC 29010

803-484-6315

tyobserver.com

576 Sumter Hwy., Bishopville, SC 29010
Hours: Mon-Fri. 8 am-7 pm
Sat. 8 am-6 pm: Sun. 1:30-6 pm

803-484-5716

My heart’s
in …
Lee
C♥unty!

or
Mail to:
P.O. Box 567
Bishopville, SC
29010

Titus Watson

Happy Birthday to a good-looking,
smart, and hard-working
grandson!
Parents: Stephen & Darci Watson of
Anderson, S.C.
Grandmother: Millie Scott
Aunt: Stephanie Watson

Call Millie at 803-484-9431

THE LEE COUNTY
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
SUPPORTING
EDUCATION!!

803-484-5353

South Carolina
Cotton Museum, Inc.
121 W. Cedar Lane
Bishopville, SC 29010

All grade level educational programs available

www.sccottonmus@ftc-i.net

Send your kids pictures or
your pet pictures to

The Lee County Observer
advertise@sc.rr.com
or mail to
P.O. Box 567, Bishopville, SC
Attn: Millie
We will share with our readers!

THIS SPACE IS
AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING!

CALL MILLIE

803-484-9431
Bishopville
Parts, Inc.

Fine Jewelers & Diamond Merchants
Since 1935

444 N. Guignard Drive

803-775-1209

www.gallowayandmoseley.com

Leyla
says, “Smile like me!”
Send your favorite pet photo to:
mscott@theleecountyobserver.com
or
mail to:
Lee County Observer
PO Box 567
Bishopville, SC 29010
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Now We’re Cooking ...
with Millie
Chicken Bacon
Ranch Bubble-Up
Bake

Banana Pudding
Bars
Ingredients

For Crust
1 1/2 cups crushed Nilla
Wafers
5 tablespoons butter, melted
2 tablespoons sugar
Pinch sea salt
For Filling
1 1/2 (8-oz.) blocks of cream
cheese, softened
1/2 cup sugar
1 1/2 cups whipped topping
1 (3.4-oz.) package instant
banana pudding mix
1 3/4 cups whole milk
For Topping
Whipped topping
1/2 banana, sliced
9 Nilla Wafers

Directions

Line an 8"-x-8" pan with
parchment paper.
Make crust: In a medium
bowl, combine crushed Nilla
wafers with butter, sugar,
and salt.
Press in an even layer into
the prepared pan.
Place in freezer while making filling.

Make cheesecake filling:
In a large bowl using a
hand mixer (or in a stand
mixer), beat cream cheese
until fluffy and no clumps
remain.
Add sugar and beat until
combined.
Fold in whipped topping
and set aside.
In a medium bowl, whisk
together pudding mix and
milk.
Let pudding stand for 3
minutes in fridge, until thickened.
Fold into cheesecake mixture until well combined.
Pour filling into prepared
crust and smooth into an
even layer.
Freeze until bars are firm,
at least 6 hours and up to
overnight.
When firm, remove from
freezer and slice into 9 bars.
Top each bar with a dollop
of whipped topping, a slice
of banana, and a Nilla Wafer
before serving.

Ingredients

Cooking spray
6 slices bacon
6 tablespoons butter
6 tablespoons all-purpose
flour
3 cups whole milk
3 cups shredded cheddar
2 large heads broccoli, cut
into small florets
3 cups shredded chicken
1 (16.3-oz.) can refrigerated
biscuits
2 teaspoons ranch seasoning mix

Directions

Preheat oven to 350°.
Grease a 9"-x-13" baking
dish with cooking spray.
In a large skillet, cook bacon
until crispy, about 8 minutes,
then drain on a paper towel
lined plate.
Wipe skillet clean.
In the same skillet over me

dium heat, melt butter.
Whisk in flour and cook until
bubbly, about 1 minute.
Gradually stir in milk and
bring to a simmer.
Cook until thickened, about 2
minutes.
Whisk in cheese and cook
until melted, 1 minute.
Season with salt and pepper
and stir in broccoli.
Remove from heat.
Spread broccoli mixture into
the bottom of the baking
dish, then top with chicken.
Cut each biscuit into eighths
and scatter on top of chicken.
Chop bacon into small
pieces and scatter on top of
biscuits, then sprinkle with
ranch seasoning.
Bake until biscuits are
golden and cooked through,
about 25 minutes.

Fried Deviled Eggs
Overnight Blueberry
French Toast
Casserole
Ingredients

12 slices day-old bread,
cut into 1-inch cubes (Italian bread works best I have
found)
2 (8 ounce) packages cream
cheese, cut into 1 inch cubes
1 cup fresh or frozen blueberries
12 eggs, beaten
2 cups whole milk
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
⅓ cup maple syrup
1 cup white sugar
2 tablespoons cornstarch
1 cup water
1 cup fresh or frozen blueberries
1 tablespoon butter

Directions

Lightly grease a 9x13 inch
baking dish.
Arrange half the bread cubes
in the dish, and top with
cream cheese cubes.
Sprinkle 1 cup blueberries
over the cream cheese, and
top with remaining bread
cubes.
In a large mixing bowl, mix
the eggs, milk, vanilla extract,
and syrup.

Pour this mixture over the
bread cubes.
Press down the cubes a bit
to sort of “soak” them and
make them “French toastlike”. Cover tightly and refrigerate overnight.
Remove the bread cube
mixture from the refrigerator about 30 minutes before
baking.
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C).
Cover, and bake 30 minutes.
Uncover, and continue baking 25-30 minutes, until
center is firm and surface is
lightly browned.
In a medium saucepan, mix
the sugar, cornstarch, and
water.
Bring to a boil.
Stirring constantly, cook 3 to
4 minutes.
Mix in the remaining 1 cup
blueberries.
Reduce heat, and simmer 10
minutes, until the blueberries
begin to burst.
Stir in the butter, and pour
over the baked French toast.
Serves 16

Ingredients
8 large eggs, divided
3 tablespoons mayonnaise
1 tablespoon sour cream
1 teaspoon hot sauce
1 teaspoon Dijon mustard
Kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper
1/2 cup all-purpose flour
3/4 cup bread crumbs
1 teaspoon garlic powder
vegetable oil, for frying
Finely chopped chives, for
garnish
Smoked paprika, for garnish

Directions

Place 6 eggs in a large
saucepan and cover with
cold water.
Set pan over medium-high
heat and bring water to a
boil.
Turn off heat, cover pan

with a lid, and let sit for 11
minutes.
Drain, rinse eggs under
cold water, and peel.
Halve eggs lengthwise and
scoop out yolks into a medium bowl.
Add mayonnaise, sour
cream, hot sauce, and
Dijon mustard to bowl, then
mash yolks with the back of
a fork and stir until mixture
is smooth.
Season with salt and pepper.
Cover and refrigerate while
frying eggs.
Place flour, remaining
eggs in 3 separate shallow
bowls.
Add 1 teaspoon water to
eggs and whisk with a fork
to combine.
Add garlic powder to bowl
with flour and stir to combine.

Photo by Robert Howell
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Black Rooster restaurant--Columbia’s sunset destination
When my younger friends and my
older friends brag about the same place,
it gets my attention.
Every Monday, during the what-didyou-do-over-the-weekend chat, Black
Rooster restaurant kept popping up. I
decided to give it a try.
When I made my first reservation
online through Resy, I was surprised to
get a text message from the manager. At
first, I thought it was an automated text
message, but I was wrong.
A real message from a real person – a
welcome change in today’s automated
world.
The first time I went, the Black Rooster
roof top was not crowded. That may
change as the weather warms up. On
both visits, the table in the corner with
the best view into the city was open.
Most people eventually end up at the
wall for a photo. There’s a lot of “I’ll
take one of y’all, if you’ll take one of us”
going on.
Inside seating downstairs is nothing
special. Two tops, four tops, and a big
community table that sits 10-12. I loved
the community table, but that might not
be for everyone.
One couple did not seem happy with

that arrangement so
make sure you’re
clear about that
when you make
your reservation.
Weather permitting,
there are few tables
outside with the full
menu options.
TAMMY DAVIS
Chin Up, Buttercup
Black Rooster,
one of West Columbia’s newer restaurants, describes itself
as “Frenchish.”
I would say it is light on the French and
heavy on the “ish.” It’s definielty a casual spot. Tarte Flambe (flatbread pizza)
was fine, nothing exceptional. Assiete de
Fromage (cheese plate) falls somewhere
between Bourbon’s sad excuse and Lulu
Drake’s first-in-class.
One of the menu items, “The Royale
with Cheese - French Onion Style,”
sums up the fun, casual vibe of the Black
Rooster.
When I ordered the Royale, the waitress asked me if I was a Pulp Fiction
fan. I did not get the reference, but a
quick search gave me the short scene
from Pulp Fiction where John Travolta
explains differences between culture in

the USA and culture in Europe to Samuel
L Jackson. According to the very worldy
Vincent Vega, the French call a McDonald’s Quarter Pounder a Royale with
Cheese. It’s a clever reference.
My friends and I split dishes on both
visits so I got to try lots of items. The
Royale was my favorite, and I’m not
even a hamburger person. It’s really two
little sliders made with chuck/brisket patties. The buns are buttered and toasted,
and it’s all topped with Gruyere cheese,
caramelized onions, sauce and pickles.
Beef-tallow makes crispy, delicious
French fries.
Until my Black Rooster experiences, I
would have said the rooftop at Hendrix
was the downtown place to be, but Black
Rooster’s view may give it a run for its
money.
If you happen to be out in Columbia,
S.C., around sunset, head to the Black
Rooster. Tell the hostess you’re there
for a quick drink and make your way to
the roof top. Grab the table in the corner
closest to the wall. Order whatever looks
good, but make sure to include a side of
fries. Your taste buds and your Instagram
will thank you.

Tammy Davis is a writer based out of
Columbia, SC. Visit her website at www.
tammydavisstories.com

By Robert Howell

Locally owned
restaurants you can
Support
GEE WHETSEL/OBSERVER

Michelle Hancock of Bishopville, atop Psyches Traveler, who is owned by Deborah McClary of Dalzell, was the winner of the 25-mile ride at the March 14 Lizard
Run held at Lee State Park. Michelle is the wife of Park Manager Dan Hancock.

Lizard Run Endurance
Ride 25/50 held at Lee
State Park March 14
By Gee Whetsel
Editor

Lee County Observer, Bishopville, SC

It was a beautiful day at Lee State
Park for horseback riding or just hanging
out and watching other folks ride their
horses.
The Lizard Run Endurance Ride 25/50
was held March 14 at the park and featured 29 horses and riders in the 50 mile
ride and 42 in the 25 mile.
The 50 mile ride was won by Marek
Lipold of Bogart, GA, who was riding
GL Trail Reader, with Katie Dold and
Dan Hallman close behind him, in a time
of six hours, 29 minutes.
Best Condition went to Rusty, owned
and ridden by Dan Hallman of Aiken.

Michelle Hancock of Bishopville won
the 25 mile ride with a time of two hours,
50 minutes on Arabian gelding, Psyches
Traveler, owned by Deborah McClary of
Dalzell.
The 25 mile Best Condition award
went to LB Beryl, owned and ridden by
Dr. Dana Reeder of Virginia.
Junior awards went to Maddie Rogers
of North Carolina in the 50 mile distance, and Taya Waddell of Sumter in the
25 mile distance.
Sanctioned by the American Endurance Ride Conference, Ride staff included Christi Roberts, Ride Manager, Lucie
Hancock, secretary, and Dan Hancock,
Trail Master and Park Manager at Lee
State Park.

Harry & Harry 2
803-428-4622 Curbside & Limited Delivery
Mon.-Wed., 11a-2p • Thurs. & Fri., 11a-9p

Ashwood Bar & Grill
803-428-4250 Take Out
Mon.-Sat., 10a-9p

Raley’s Quick Eats
803-484-6618 Take Out & Drive-thru
Wednesday-Saturday

Waldo’s Corner Grill
803-484-5775 Curbside

Raley’s Lunch
803-484-6848 Take out
Mon.-Fri., 10a-5p • Sat., 10a-3p

Bishopville Seafood
803-484-1431 Take out

Big Cheese Pizza
803-483-1700 Drive-thru
Daily, 11a-10p
Carl Whetsel of Bishopville serves a sandwich to a rider at the event.
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Riders and their mounts at the
March 14 Lizard Run enjoyed the
weather and the outdoors.
PHOTOS BY GEE WHETSEL

Lee State Park Manager Dan Hancock cools down Psyches Traveler, owned by Deborah McClary of
Dalzell and ridden by Hancock’s wife Michelle. Psyches Traveler and Michelle were the winners of
the 25-mile ride at the March 14 Lizard Run Endurance Ride 25/50.

CITY OF BISHOPVILLE
The City of Bishopville is now accepting resumes and applications for
the position of City Administrator.
MINIMUM TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE:
A bachelor’s degree in business or public administration, a Master’s
degree preferred; and five (5) to seven (7) years experience in local
government with extensive supervisory experience to supervise five
(5) Departments. Relocation may be required. Salary range $70,000 $78,000 is negotiable based on experience.
The City of Bishopville has a drug free workplace policy in effect.
Deadline for applications and resumes will be accepted through 5:00
p.m. on March 27, 2020. Send resumes to:
City of Bishopville
135 E. Church Street
P. O. Box 388
Bishopville, SC 29010
Attn: City Administration
The City of Bishopville is an Equal Opportunity Employer
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Carolina Pines Regional Medical Center implements
visitor restrictions and screening guidelines

OBITUARIES
Jean McCaskill Kelley
Rock Hill - Mrs. Jean McCaskill Kelley, 89, passed
away on Tuesday March
10, 2020. She was born
in Elliott, SC, and was the
daughter of the late Thomas
McCaskill Sr. and Emmie
Walters McCaskill.
She was also predeceased by her husband Dr.
Ronald E. Kelley Sr., her
brother Thomas “Mac” McCaskill Jr. (the late Marion), and her grandson Joseph
Galloway Jr.
She is survived by her brother, Jimmy McCaskill
(Betty); and her four children Katherine Kelley, Rhonda
K. Hargrove (Bill), Ronald E. Kelley Jr. “Butch” (Michelle),
and Melody Kelley.
Her life was blessed with 9 grandchildren Angel Watts
(Alan), Regina Najera (Jose), Rhonda Ann Thomas,
Kathie McEver (Rob), Jonathan Wratten (Alexis), Kelley
Lauren Hargrove, Foster William Hargrove, Jr. “Billy”
(Jazmin), Ronald E. Kelley III “Ron” (Mallory), and
Mitchell Kelley. She also was blessed with 13 greatgrandchildren, 5 great great-grandchildren, and numerous nieces and nephews.
She was a woman of God and wanted to share the
good news about Him with everyone. Her favorite Bible
verse was “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto
you; not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” John 14:27
She lived life to the absolute fullest and helped all
those around live their life to the fullest as well. She
was a school teacher, choir director, children’s church director, church organist, creator of sunshine boxes, writer
of poems, opera singer, and wonderful motivator.
A graveside service was held at 11:30 a.m., Saturday
March 14, 2020 at Forest Hills Cemetery. A Celebration
of Life Service will be held at a later date.
Condolences may be made at www.greenefuneralhome.net

• Our available entry points (listed above) are now
Carolina Pines Regional Medical Center continues to
manned with staff to perform screenings.
work closely with the local health departments and the
• Updated Visitor Restrictions: Out of an abundance
S.C. Department of Health (DHEC) and and is followFrom:
Angela Crosland
ing guidance from the
Centers
for
Disease
Control
and
of
caution until further notice, we are allowing only 1
Subject:
LCSD addresses COVID-19 through virtual schooling and food delivery
Prevention (CDC) toDate:
ensure the hospital
and March
clinics
WELL
Monday,
16,are
2020 5:08:04
PM visitor per patient.
• All visitors should be 16 and older
prepared with the appropriate plans to detect, protect
Additional Information:
and respond should anyone in the community contract
LCSD addresses
COVID-19 through•virtual
and around
food delivery
or be exposed to coronavirus
(COVID-19).
Signageschooling
is being posted
the facilities notifyIn accordance with guidance from the S.C. Departing visitors and the community of these new restrictions
BISHOPVILLEControl
– Lee (DHEC)
County Schooland
District
(LCSD) officials continue to closely monitor the
ment of Health and Environmental
guidelines.
spread
of
the
novel
coronavirus
2019
(COVID-19)
part Gift
of the
state
of South
Carolina’s
• The CarolinaasPines
Shop
is closed
until
further effort
and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
to mitigate
exposure.
administrators have created a District Emergency
notice.
and with the health and
safety ofresidents’
our patients,
families,LCSD
Distance
Learning
Plan
and
a
Food
and
Nutrition
Delivery
in response
to Gov.
employees and community in mind, Carolina Pines is
• The
Carolina
Café isPlan
available
for patients,
staffHenry
and
McMaster’s
closure
of
all
public
schools
through
March
31.
screened visitors only.
implementing enhanced visitor restrictions and new

• All monthly community events have been cancelled
screening guidelines, effective IMMEDIATELY as fol“I
think
we
have
plans
that
will
address
needs
of our students and their families,” says Dr.
lows:
untilthe
further
notice.
Wanda
Andrews,
LCSD
Superintendent.
“I
am
grateful
for the
from
theSept.
State and the
• Reduced Entry Points: We have limited access to
• Jumpstart Your Heart
5Kguidance
(postponed
until
Board of
as well
the part
staffRed
members
to continue to
one point of entry inLCSD
each building
forTrustees
patients and
visi-as the
12),commitment
Senior Scene,on
Lunch
and of
Learn,
Cross Blood
create a learning environment whereDrive,
students
come first.”
Childbirth
Preparation Class, Living Well with
tors:
Diabetes Support Group, etc.
• Emergency Department
TheMain
District
Emergency Distance Learning
Plan
calls for
the has
facilitation
of virtual
classroom
• The Medical Group
Entrance
Though
Carolina
Pines
not yet had
a positive
case
lessons,
onclinics
your child’s
website.these
Moreover,
hard are
copies
of thetostudent’s
of COVID-19,
restrictions
necessary
pro• Screening Guidelines:
Ouraccessible
hospital and
have school
assignments
have
also
to the
Students
may access
the Lee
thehome.
health of
patients,and
staffparents
and community.
Check
begun screening all individuals
who
enter
ourbeen
facili-mailed tect
County
Emergency
Closure
Student
Assignments
Page
through
the
link:
http://bit.ly/lcsdemrgwk.
ties, per CDC guidelines – including patients, visitors
the hospital website for updated information and follow
this page,
students
and parents
view
assignments
for teachers
and staff – based on On
potential
respiratory
symptoms
and can
DHEC
andallCDC
for reputable
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DISTRICT

CHURCH NEWS

Church Directory
Ashland United Methodist Church
3039 Kelley Bridge Road, East
Bishopville, SC 29010
Rev. Kim Evans
Ashwood Baptist Church
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
1075 Lake Ashwood Rd.
428-3897
Ashwood Nazarene Church
RR 1 • 428-6941

Support Your Local
Church Directory
Place your ad in this space!

Call 484-9431

Barnettsville Baptist Church
106 Manville St., Charles Rd.
428-5282
Benjamin Chapel AME Church
Rt. 1 • 428-2644
Bethany Baptist Church
Rt. 3 • 428-5508
Bethesda Baptist Church
Main St. Extension • 437-2740
Bethlehem United Methodist
Church
115 W. Church St. • 484-6037
Beulah AME Church
Hwy. 76, Mayesville • 495-3999

DEATH

Bishopville Tabneracle Ministry

Mendy Lane
Continued 29Bishopville,
from
Front
SC

ASHWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH
1054 Lake Ashwood Road
Morning Worship 11:00A.M.
Traditional Hymn Singing
Southern Gospel Music
Expository Bible Preaching
Friendly Congregation
Come Worship With Us

Non-Denomination
803-484-5227

Bishopville Presbyterian
Church
215 S. Main • 484-5441
Browntown Temple for Christ
Holiness Church
Pastor: Eld Nathaniel Dixon, Sr.
Phone: 803-428-4833
Home Phone: 428-3552
Calvary Baptist Church
495 Calvary Church Rd. • 428-6637

Attend a church
of your choice
this Sunday!

Pampered
Paws

Boarding - Grooming
Bait & Tackle - 803-486-5788

Cedar Creek Baptist Church
2980 Camden Hwy.
Bishopville, SC
Pastor, Bobby Wallace
Clark United Methodist Church
Rev. Bobby Shaw
Hwy. 401 • Oswego
Community Bible Church
5711 Red Hill Road
Camden, SC 29020
Pastor Rev. Jerry Peacock
803-428-6307
Cousar Memorial Presbyterian
713 E. Church St.
Bishopville 29010
Day Star Mssion Church
318 Harris Street
Bishopville, SC 29010
Pastor: Randy Wilson
803-484-5515

Deliverance Tabernacle
490 Hwy. 76, Lynchburg
437-2963
Faith Baptist Church
RR2 Box 210E • 428-6051

Lee Co. Cooperative Ministries
315 N, Dennis Ave. • 484-6350
Liberty Hill Baptist Church
St. Charles Rd. • 428-6959

Faith Baptist Church
35 Phillips Road
Bishopville, SC 29010

Lucknow Baptist Church
899 Hub Kelley Road
Cassatt, SC 29032
428-6856

Faith Builders Ministries of Christ
229 N. Main Street
Bishopville, SC 29010
Pastor -Demoine Kinney 937-383-1401

Lynchburg Baptist Church
Lynchburg • 437-2725

First Baptist Church
229 W. Church St. • 484-5430
Ebenezer United Methodist
Church
Bishopville • 428-6963
Elizabeth Baptist Church
4986 Camden Hwy., Bishopville
428-5759
Rev. Gregory Jackson, Pastor
First Church of the Nazarene
320 N. Dennis
484-6651
Gethsemane Apostolic Church
Lynchburg • 437-2792
Greenbay Baptist Church
RR2, Lynchburg • 437-2909
Gum Springs Baptist Church
32 Boxwood Lane, PO Box 1425
Bishopville, SC • 428-2898
Hebron United Methodist Church
Una Road, Stokes Bridge
Hephzibah Bible Church
Manville-Wyacky Rd.,
Bishopville, SC 29010
House of God Church
702 W. Cedar Lane • 484-9168
Jamestown Road Church of
God
2671 Jamestown Rd. • 428-5760
Jehovan’s Witness
Rt. • 428-6209
Jericho Project
302 N. Lee St
Bishopville, SC 29010
http://www.jerichoproject.us
Jerusalem Baptist Church
P.O. Box 1001 • 428-5633
Jersalem Stuckey Baptist
Church
159 Hansel • 428-6209
Joshua Church
508 W. Church St., Bishopville
483-3030
King Emmanuel Baptist Church
Hwy. 76, Lynchburg
437-2492
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Lynchburg Charge Methodist
Church
Lynchburg • 437-2512
Mechanicsville United
Methodist Church
184 Lake Ashwood Rd.
Sumter, SC 29153
Kenneth Carter, Pastor
428-3945

New Life Praise Temple
101 Docs Drive • 428-2857
Bishopville,SC
www.1newlifechurch.org
New Zion AME Church
Coopers Mill Rd. • 428-3968
New Zion AME Church
Rt. 3 • 428-6921
One Step Christian Ministries
891 Hwy. 34 Camden Hwy.
Bishopville, SC – 586-9924
Pleasant Grove Baptist
Church
1000 Pleasant Grove Rd. • 437-2900
Power of God Deliverance
Center
Elliott, SC, Hwy 527
(803) 561-9851

St. Paul United Methodist
Wisacky, 352 Lynchburg Hwy. •
428-5870
St. Peter AME Church
Hwy. 527, Mayesville, SC
803-453-5422 Tabernacle of
Champions
29 Mendy Lane
Bishopville, SC
Unity Mission Pentecostal
Church
71 Fleetwood Circle,
Lamar, SC
Pastor: Bishop Robert Robinson
803-428-5486
Warren Chapel United
Methodist Church
24 Backswamp Rd.
Lynchburg, SC - 437-2244

Memorial Chapel Church
2509 Green Lane • 428-3454

Red Hill Baptist Church
4695 Red Hill Road
428-5419 • Camden, SC

Wayside Baptist Church
Lee State Park Rd.,
Bishopville, SC 29010
428-3070

Mizpah Baptist Church
3659 Jamestown Road
Camden, SC 29020
438-3874

Sandy Bluff United Methodist Church
415 Woodham Road
Bishopville, SC
428-2646

Weeping Mary Baptist Church
766 Hwy. 34
428-5419 • Camden, SC

Mt. Calvary Holiness Church
771 Central School Rd., Rembert
Pastor: James W. Epps, Sr.

Sandy Grove United Methodist
Church
2870 Sandy Grove Church Rd.
(803) 428-5608
Rev. Charles K. Wilson, Sr.

Mt. Hermon Baptist Church
302 Woodward St. • 484-6023
Mt. Lisbon Presbyterian
Church USA
205 Mt. Lisbon Road, Bishopville, SC
428-2743
Mt. Moriah United Methodist
Church
Rev. Bobby Shaw
Mt. Pleasant AME Church
Rt. 2, Lynchburg • 437-2880
Mt. Sinai AME Church
Rt. 2, Lynchburg • 437-6015
Mt. Zion UMC
2304 Hubb Kelley Rd.
Bishopville, SC 29010
803-428-4241
Pastor Rev. Angela F. Nelson
New Bethel AME Church
40 Munnerlyn St., Bishopville
484-5694
New Bethel Baptist Church
1895 Hwy. 15, North • 481-7864
New Haven United Methodist
Church
3159 Red HIll Rd. • 428-6682
New Hope Baptist Church
Rt. 4 • 428-5241

Sandy Grove United Methodist
Church
2875 Old Stagecoach Road
Bethune, SC
843-334-6426
Savannah Advent Christian
Church
1948 Ashland-Stokes Bridge Road
843-332-0632

Subscribe to:

The Lee County
Observer

484-9431

Shop
local!

Springhill United Methodist
446 Lloyd Rd., Rembert, SC
432-5989
St. Andrew Church of God
4238 Red Hill Rd., Camden, SC
428-5664
St. James Deliverance
119 St. James Rd. • 428-2335
St. John AME Church
520 S Main St. • 484-6022
St. John’s UMC
Springhill Rd. • Rembert, SC
St. Mark United Methodist
Church
Rev. Bobby Shaw
Mayesville
St. Matthew United
Methodist Church
2144 Stokes Bridge Rd. W
Bishopville, SC 29010
803-428-5888

This Directory is made
possible by these
businesses who
encourage all of us to
attend worship serices.
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CLASSIFIEDS
For Your Information
Announcements
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE
DAY updates! We specialize in safe bathing.
Grab bars, no slip flooring & seated showers.
Call for a free in-home
consultation: 844-5242197

Still have life insurance?
Need or want to access
those funds now? If
you’re 75 or older and
have a policy worth
$100k or more, you
may qualify for a cash
buyout. Call Benefit Advance. 1-877-649-1439

Recently diagnosed
with LUNG CANCER
and 60+ years old?
Call now! You and your
family may be entitled to
a SIGNIFICANT CASH
AWARD. Call 844-6544854 today. Free Consultation. No Risk.

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
NOT just a discount
plan, REAL coverage
for [350] procedures.
Call 1-855-397-7030
for details. www.
dental50plus.com/60
Ad#6118-0219
Items for Sale
General Merchandise
BIG DEAL MATTRESS
WAREHOUSE Lowest
Mattress Prices. 803238-6288.
bigdealwarehouse.com
BRING THIS AD
TO GET $10 OFF
YOUR MATTRESS
PURCHASE!

Two great new offers
from AT&T Wireless!
Ask how to get the
new iPhone 11 or Next
Generation Samsung
Galaxy S10e ON US
with AT&Ts Buy one,
Give One offer. While
supplies last! CALL
1-866-565-8453

NEED NEW
FLOORING? Call
Empire Today to schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting
& Flooring. Call Today!
844-254-3873

OXYGEN - Anytime.
Anywhere. No tanks to
refill. No deliveries. The
All-New Inogen One G4
is only 2.8 pounds! FAA
approved! FREE info
kit: 833-833-1650

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter,
the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855875-2449.

Up to $15,000.00 of
GUARANTEED Life
Insurance! No medical exam or health
questions. Cash to
help pay funeral and
other final expenses.
Call Physicians Life
Insurance Company 855-837-7719 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/
scan

AT&T Internet. Starting
at $40/month w/12-mo
agmt. Includes 1 TB of
data per month. Get
More For Your HighSpeed Internet Thing.
Ask us how to bundle
and SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. Call
us today 1-866-8436183

DIRECTV - Switch and
Save! $39.99/month.
Select All-Included
Package. 155 Channels
1000s of Shows/
Movies On Demand.
FREE Genie HD DVR
Upgrade. Premium
movie channels, FREE
for 3 months! Call
1-844-624-1107

DIRECTV NOW. No
Satellite Needed. $40/
month. 65 Channels.
Stream Breaking News,
Live Events, Sports &
On Demand Titles. No
Annual Contract. No
Commitment. CALL
1-877-378-0180

DISH Network $59.99
For 190 Channels! Add
High Speed Internet for
ONLY $19.95/month.
Call Today for $100
Gift Card! Best Value
& Technology. FREE
Installation. Call 1-877542-0759 (some restrictions apply)

Earthlink High Speed
Internet. As Low As
$14.95/month (for the
first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and
More! Call Earthlink
Today 1-877-649-9469

Viasat Satellite Internet.
Up to 12 Mbps Plans
Starting at $30/month.
Our Fastest Speeds
(up to 50 Mbps) &
Unlimited Data Plans
Start at $100/month.
Call Viasat today!
1-866-463-8950
Auctions
ADVERTISE YOUR
AUCTION in 99 S.C.
newspapers for only
$375. Your 25-word
classified ad will reach
more than 2.1 million
readers. Call Randall
Savely at the S.C.
Newspaper Network,
1-888-727-7377.
Services
Business Services
The Mercantile
FREE APPRAISALS
Office Supplies, Coins,
Collections
SILVER & GOLD
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Bill Blake
(803)243-1234 : 1110
Broad St.

LOWEST PRICES
ON GUTTERSGUARANTEED!

Home Repairs & Improvement

Decks Unlimited of
Camden, LLC. For all
your new construction,
home improvement or
recreational needs. Free
estimates. Licensed/
Insured. 803-3092303/803-243-2654
Jim’s Home
Maintenance Providing
Reliable and Affordable
Services in Kershaw
County. Over 25 years
experience in Lawn
Maintenance and Home
Improvement(Power
Washing, Small Home
Repairs, Seamless
Gutters, Gutter
Cleaning, Replacement
Windows & Shingles &
Roofing Repairs). FREE
ESTIMATES. Licensed
& Insured. (845)5480529
Toby W. Butler - Roof
Leaks Fixed. Roofing,
siding, painting, and
carpentry work. Over
20 years experience.
All work with written
guarantee. Licensed &
Bonded. Call (803)2012473.
***Additions,
Remodeling,
Renovations including
Kitchen & Bathroom,
Ceramic Tile, Windows,
Siding, Foundation
Repair, Insurance
Claims, Water Damage
& Frozen Pipe Repairs.
Emergency Service.
438-7463; 513-0856.
**Rogers Septic Tank
Service
24 Hours - Anytime Day
or Night. 803-669-7194;
803-309-2303 or 803243-2654.
Charles R. Griffin, Sr.
Home Improvement.
Locally owned. Free
Estimates. Residential
& Commercial. Roofing,
Seamless Gutters/
Cleaning, Replacement
Windows, Vinyl Siding,
Decks, Carpentry,
Additions. 803-5721168.
EXTERIOR
GUTTERS & HOME
IMPROVEMENT. 6”
seamless GUTTERS &
all other exterior remodeling. dreamgutters.
com. 803-425-7160.

JD’s Home
Improvements.
Licensed and Insured.
Call James (803)4271239.
Who has been painting for you in Kershaw
County since 1969?
Me, Darrell McAvoy.
Call me and I’ll put my
experience to work for
you. (803)438-2299 or
803-669-5874
Lawn Care/Tree Service

A Notch Above Tree
Care. Top Quality
Service-Lowest Prices.
Licensed//Insured. BBB
accredited. Call 803983-9721 or 803-6693414 and save. Free
Mulch.
BARNHILL’S TREE
SERVICE. Tree trimming & removal.
Reasonable, Reliable,
Licensed & Bonded.
Free Estimates. 4257368.

Employment Wanted
I am a dependable
CNA, compassionate
& caring w/13 years
experience. Experience
caring for the elderly.
Monday-Friday 7a-4p.
Jessica 215-341-3414
Help Wanted
Camden lumber yard
accepting applications
for local delivery driver
with CDL(B) license,
3 yrs. experience and
clean driving record.
Requires operation of
attached forklift and
frequent manual labor.
Apply in person to office
at 914 W. DeKalb St.,
Camden, SC.
CNA Home Health
position with Rembert
Area Community
Coalition. Camden/
Kershaw area. Must
have HS diploma or
GED. Salary negotiable.
Send resume to: jbritton@raccinc.org or call
803-420-1255.
Holiday Inn Express
on Hwy. 521 is hiring for Front Desk.
Please apply in person
between 9am-2pm. No
Phone Calls.

or Car Today!

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

800 - 700 - BOAT
(2628)
(2628)

www.boatangel.com

STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN

PLACE YOUR AD IN
101 S.C. NEWSPAPERS

and reach more than 2.1 million readers
using our small space display ad network

Statewide or regional buys available
Alanna Ritchie 888.727.7377
scnewspapernetwork.com
South Carolina

Newspaper Network

ADVERTISE YOUR
DRIVER JOBS in 99
S.C. newspapers for
only $375. Your 25-word
classified ad will reach
more than 2.1 million
readers. Call Randall
Savely at the S.C.
Newspaper Network,
1-888-727-7377.
Real Estate
Homes For Sale
*For Sale-Awesome
homes at Lake
Wateree/Camden/
Lugoff & Elgin areas.
View www.grahamrealtyinc.com or
call (803)432-7370/
(803)432-0855.
Graham Realty,
Inc., 519 E. DeKalb
St.(Camden)
Land/Lots For Sale
8 Acres. 3 minutes to
North Central School.
$39,000. Owner
Financing. 803-4273888.
harryives@hotmail.com

Jobs

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers

Help Wanted - Drivers

National Land Realty is
offering 49.34 +/- acres
with two docks and
many lakefront opportunities for an asking
price of $575,000. This
acreage could allow
you to subdivide one
portion to resell and
still re-gain enough
capital to build your
own private lake home
on one of the smaller
portions! With over 690
feet of frontage on Lake
Wateree, numerous
recreational opportunities such as sailing,
boating, fishing and
hunting are all possible.
Owner is also willing to
subdivide. Bring any

reasonable offers. For
more information contact the Listing Agent,
Nick Ardis, at (803)2368411 or nardis@nationalland.com today.
For Rent
RENTALS-(AllPrice RangesStarting at $400/
month.). Large/small5BR/4BR/3BR/2BR
Houses/Condos/
Apartments/Mobile
Homes(Short/Long
Term).
Plus Commercial/Office/
RetailProperty Available.
Camden/Lugoff/Elgin
area. Graham Realty,
Inc. (803)432-7370 or
432-0855
Large mobile home
LOTS with trees in the
Cassatt area. Not in a
mobile home park. Call
432-1300.
Vacation Rentals
ADVERTISE YOUR
VACATION PROPERTY
FOR RENT OR SALE
to more than 2.1 million
S.C. newspaper readers. Your 25-word classified ad will appear in
99 S.C. newspapers for
only $375. Call Randall
Savely at the South
Carolina Newspaper
Network, 1-888-7277377.

Subscribe to
the Lee County
Observer.
Call 803-484-9431

Send your
classified line ads to the
Lee County Observer.
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LEGALS
NOTICE OF
APPLICATION
Notice is hereby given
that D & R Sports Bar
and Grill intends to apply
to the South Carolina
Department of Revenue
for a license/permit that
will allow the sale of ON
premises consumption
of Beer, Wine and Liquor
at 116 Durant St., Bishopville, SC 29010.
To the issuance of this
permit/license, written protest must be postmarked
no later than March 27,
2020.
For a protest to be valid,
it must be in writing, and
should include the following information:
(1)The name, address
and telephone number
of the person filing the
protest;
(2)The specific reasons
why the application should
be denied;
(3)That the person
protesting is willing to
attend a hearing (if one is
requested by the applicant);
(4)That the person
protesting resides in the
same county where the
proposed place of business is located or within
five miles of the business;
and,
(5)The name of the
applicant and the address
of the premises to be
licensed.
Protests must be mailed
to: S.C. Department of
Revenue, ABL SECTION,
P.O. Box 125, Columbia,
SC 29214-0907; or faxed
to: (803) 896-0110.
3/11,18,25
NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
All persons having
claims against the following estates MUST file
their claims on FORM
#371ES with the Probate
Court of LEE County, the
address of which is PO
BOX 24 BISHOPVILLE,
SC 29010, within eight
(8) months after the date
of the first publication of

REPORT

this Notice to Creditors or
within (1) year from date
of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801,
et seq.) or such persons
shall be forever barred as
to their claims. All claims
are required to be presented in written statements,
indicating the name and
the address of the claimant, the basis of the claim,
the amount claimed, the
date when the claim will
become due, the nature
of any uncertainty as to
the amount claimed and
the date when due, and a
description of any security
as to the claim.
Estate: Janice Marie
Robertson, Date of Death:
01/13/2020, Case Number: 2020ES3100024,
Personal Representative:
Debbie Windham, Address: PO Box 393 Lamar,
SC 29069.
3/11,18,25
NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
All persons having
claims against the following estates MUST file
their claims on FORM
#371ES with the Probate
Court of LEE County, the
address of which is PO
BOX 24 BISHOPVILLE,
SC 29010, within eight
(8) months after the date
of the first publication of
this Notice to Creditors or
within (1) year from date
of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801,
et seq.) or such persons
shall be forever barred as
to their claims. All claims
are required to be presented in written statements,
indicating the name and
the address of the claimant, the basis of the claim,
the amount claimed, the
date when the claim will
become due, the nature
of any uncertainty as to
the amount claimed and
the date when due, and a
description of any security
as to the claim.
Estate: Ettis Lucille
Beasley, Date of Death:
02/20/2020, Case Number: 2020ES3100029,
Personal Representative:

James A. Haithcock, Address: 160 Wags Drive,
Bishopville, SC 29010.
3/11,18,25
NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
All persons having
claims against the following estates MUST file
their claims on FORM
#371ES with the Probate
Court of LEE County, the
address of which is PO
BOX 24 BISHOPVILLE,
SC 29010, within eight
(8) months after the date
of the first publication of
this Notice to Creditors or
within (1) year from date
of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801,
et seq.) or such persons
shall be forever barred as
to their claims. All claims
are required to be presented in written statements,
indicating the name and
the address of the claimant, the basis of the claim,
the amount claimed, the
date when the claim will
become due, the nature
of any uncertainty as to
the amount claimed and
the date when due, and a
description of any security
as to the claim.
Estate: Jacob Alphonza
Jenkins, Date Of Death:
02/10/2020, Case Number: 2020ES3100025, Personal Representative: Rochelle Jenkins, Address:
101 North Wise Drive, Apt.
300 Sumter, SC 29150.
Co-Personal Representative: Ruby Bunch, Address: 1644 Spigner Road
Alcolu, SC 29001.
3/11,18,25
NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
All persons having
claims against the following estates MUST file
their claims on FORM
#371ES with the Probate
Court of LEE County, the
address of which is PO
BOX 24 BISHOPVILLE,
SC 29010, within eight
(8) months after the date
of the first publication of
this Notice to Creditors or
within (1) year from date

of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801,
et seq.) or such persons
shall be forever barred as
to their claims. All claims
are required to be presented in written statements,
indicating the name and
the address of the claimant, the basis of the claim,
the amount claimed, the
date when the claim will
become due, the nature
of any uncertainty as to
the amount claimed and
the date when due, and a
description of any security
as to the claim.
Estate: Ernest Jamerson Watson, Date of
Death: 12/26/2019, Case
Number: 2020ES3100028,
Personal Representative:
Sherry Reynolds Watson,
Address: 235 Johnson
Pond Road, Bishopville,
SC 29010.
3/18,25,4/1
NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
All persons having
claims against the following estates MUST file
their claims on FORM
#371ES with the Probate
Court of LEE County, the
address of which is PO
BOX 24 BISHOPVILLE,
SC 29010, within eight
(8) months after the date
of the first publication of
this Notice to Creditors or
within (1) year from date
of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801,
et seq.) or such persons
shall be forever barred as
to their claims. All claims
are required to be presented in written statements,
indicating the name and
the address of the claimant, the basis of the claim,
the amount claimed, the
date when the claim will
become due, the nature
of any uncertainty as to
the amount claimed and
the date when due, and a
description of any security
as to the claim.
Estate: Ruth C Franklin, Date of Death:
01/28/2020, Case Number: 2020ES3100035,
Personal Representative: Samuel C Franklin,

Address: 1847 Drexel
Lake Drive Columbia, SC
29223.
3/18,25,4/1
NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
All persons having
claims against the following estates MUST file
their claims on FORM
#371ES with the Probate
Court of LEE County, the
address of which is PO
BOX 24 BISHOPVILLE,
SC 29010, within eight
(8) months after the date
of the first publication of
this Notice to Creditors or
within (1) year from date
of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801,
et seq.) or such persons
shall be forever barred as
to their claims. All claims
are required to be presented in written statements,
indicating the name and
the address of the claimant, the basis of the claim,
the amount claimed, the
date when the claim will
become due, the nature
of any uncertainty as to
the amount claimed and
the date when due, and a
description of any security
as to the claim.
Estate: Robert Josey Hearon, Jr., Date of
Death: 02/09/2020, Case
Number: 2020ES3100034,
Personal Representative:
Diane S. Hearon, Address:
246 Ashland-Stokes
Bridge Road Bishopville,
SC 29010.
3/18,25,4/1
NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
All persons having
claims against the following estates MUST file
their claims on FORM
#371ES with the Probate
Court of LEE County, the
address of which is PO
BOX 24 BISHOPVILLE,
SC 29010, within eight
(8) months after the date
of the first publication of
this Notice to Creditors or
within (1) year from date
of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801,
et seq.) or such persons

shall be forever barred as
to their claims. All claims
are required to be presented in written statements,
indicating the name and
the address of the claimant, the basis of the claim,
the amount claimed, the
date when the claim will
become due, the nature
of any uncertainty as to
the amount claimed and
the date when due, and a
description of any security
as to the claim.
Estate: Robert Dellinger Walden, Date of
Death: 02/15/2020, Case
Number: 2020ES3100027,
Personal Representative:
Frances Payne Walden,
Address: 113 Baskin
Avenue Bishopville, SC
29010.
3/18,24,4/1
NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
All persons having
claims against the following estates MUST file
their claims on FORM
#371ES with the Probate
Court of LEE County, the
address of which is PO
BOX 24 BISHOPVILLE,
SC 29010, within eight
(8) months after the date
of the first publication of
this Notice to Creditors or
within (1) year from date
of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801,
et seq.) or such persons
shall be forever barred as
to their claims. All claims
are required to be presented in written statements,
indicating the name and
the address of the claimant, the basis of the claim,
the amount claimed, the
date when the claim will
become due, the nature
of any uncertainty as to
the amount claimed and
the date when due, and a
description of any security
as to the claim.
Estate: Shelia R.
Spann, Date of Death:
12/03/2019, Case Number: 2020ES3100038,
Personal Representative:
James Spann, Address:
50 Lunn Circle Lynchburg,
SC 29080.
3/18,25,4/1
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Senate adopted the conference committee report on S.16, legislation that
relates to EMERGENCY REFILLS
OF PRESCRIPTIONS BY PHARMACISTS, and the bill was enrolled
for ratification. Current law provides
authority for pharmacists to dispense an
emergency prescription refill of up to
a ten-day supply of a medication once
within a twelve-month period. The bill
increases the maximum amount of a
medication that may be dispensed for
an emergency prescription refill to a
fourteen-day supply. If the qualifying
medication is packaged in a way that it is
not possible to dispense a fourteen-day
supply, the pharmacist may dispense up
to a thirty-day supply.
The House returned S.635 to the Senate with amendments. The legislation
authorizes the Department of Motor
Vehicles to issue “DRIVERS FOR A
CURE” SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES
to support medical research that combats
cancer. Proceeds from the plates must be
distributed evenly between the Medical
University of South Carolina Hollings
Cancer Center and the Duke Cancer
Institute. The legislation also authorizes
the issuance of AIR MEDAL SPECIAL
LICENSE PLATES to those who have
been awarded the medal in the course of
their military service. (Yes)
The House amended, approved, and
sent the Senate H.4663, legislation
AUTHORIZING PHARMACISTS
TO ADMINISTER FLU VACCINES
TO CHILDREN YOUNGER THAN
TWELVE YEARS OLD in accordance
with a protocol issued by the Board of
Medical Examiners upon recommendation of the Joint Pharmacist Administered Vaccines Committee. The legislation builds upon current provisions that
authorize pharmacists to administer the
influenza vaccine, without a physician’s
order, to those who are at least twelve
years old. I was a co-sponsor, along with
Rep. Kirkman Finley, of this Bill. (Yes)
The House amended, approved, and

sent the Senate H.4776, a bill addressing
RESTRICTIONS ON REPRESENTING PARTIES BEFORE THE PUBLIC
SERVICE COMMISSION IMPOSED
UPON FORMER COMMISSIONERS
AND PSC EMPLOYEES. The legislation prohibits representing a party in a
Public Service Commission proceeding
for a period of four years, in the case of
a former commissioner, and a period of
one year, in the case of a former PSC
employee.
The House amended, approved, and
sent the Senate H.4724, a joint resolution
establishing a temporary COMMITTEE
TO STUDY CERTAIN ISSUES AFFECTING VETERANS that is charged
with examining the prevalence and root
causes of veteran homelessness in South
Carolina. The committee’s study must
address such issues as: the approximate
number of homeless veterans in the state;
how many of South Carolina’s veterans
have been diagnosed with post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD); the availability
of services for the state’s most economically disadvantaged veterans; and,
reasons why traditional Veterans Affairs
Services are not alleviating homelessness, particularly with regard to job
placement services. The committee
is composed of: three members of the
Senate, appointed by the President of the
Senate; three members of the House of
Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the House; and, the Secretary of the
South Carolina Department of Veterans’
Affairs or his designee. The legislation
requires the committee to submit its
report to both houses of the General Assembly and to the Governor by the end
of 2021 and provides for the committee
to dissolve after this deadline.
The House approved and sent the Senate H.4694, a bill EASING SCHOOL
BUS TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS. The
legislation revises the blanket prohibition
that makes it unlawful for a school bus
to pass another school bus by establishing an exception which provides that a
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school bus may pass another school bus
on a multilane highway. The legislation also eliminates a provision that sets
maximum speed limits for school buses.
(Yes)
The House amended, approved, and
sent the Senate H.4454, a bill that revises
the criminal offense that applies to drivers ENDANGERING EMERGENCY
SERVICES PERSONNEL at accident
scenes so that tow truck operators
responding to emergency incidents are
included among the emergency services
personnel. (Yes)
The House amended, approved, and
sent the Senate H.4669, a bill that narrows the exemption from ELECTRONICALLY FILING DEATH CERTIFICATES by removing from the exemption
physicians who certify fewer that twelve
deaths per year and funeral homes that
perform fewer than twelve funerals per
year. By subjecting these individuals
to requirements for the electronic filing
of death certificates, only those who
act, without compensation, as a funeral
director on behalf of a deceased family
member or friend remain covered by the
exemption from electronic filing.
The House amended, approved, and
sent the Senate H.4937, a bill revising
provisions for CHARITABLE RAFFLES. The legislation makes revisions
to provisions authorizing raffles conducted by nonprofit organizations that
include: allowing charitable raffles to
continue by eliminating the upcoming
sunset date when these provisions are
set to expire; increasing prize amounts;
consolidating reporting requirements;
authorizing a nonprofit organization
to compensate members for services
rendered in a fundraising event that may
include raffle costs related to entertainment, such as the costs of a disc jockey,
band, auctioneers, support staff, waiters,
bartenders, and wait staff utilized to conduct the fundraising event; and removing
a prohibition so that raffle funds may be
used for the provision of athletic facili-

ties and equipment. (Yes)
The House amended, approved, and
sent the Senate H.4963, a bill relating to
ALCOHOL SAMPLES. The legislation
establishes a protocol that allows a producer or wholesaler to furnish samples of
wines, cordials, and distilled spirits to a
retailer. (Yes)
The House amended, approved,
and sent the Senate H.4710, a bill to
strengthen provisions enacted last year as
updates to the Youth Access to Tobacco
Prevention Act and public school tobacco-free campus policies that take VAPING into account. The legislation also
applies Clean Indoor Air Act restrictions
to vaping. (Yes)
The House approved and sent the Senate H.4078, a bill that revises requirements for the ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION OF REPORTS to the General
Assembly so that these requirements
also apply to reports that are required to
be sent to a legislative standing committee or other committee created by
the General Assembly. The legislation
implements a recommendation arising
from the House Legislative Oversight
Committee’s study of the South Carolina
Commission on Indigent Defense. (Yes)
The House gave Special Order status
to H.5201, the General Appropriation
Bill, and H.5202, the joint resolution
making appropriations from the Capital
Reserve Fund, so that consideration of
the FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021 STATE
GOVERNMENT BUDGET is set to
begin on Monday, March 9.
If you have a comment or opinion
concerning the issues discussed in this
report, or if I may be of assistance to you
at any time, please feel free to call your
legislative office in Columbia (803-2126958); or write me at 422D Blatt Building, Columbia, SC 29201.
If you would like any additional
information on these bills, or any other
legislation under consideration by the
General Assembly, feel free to visit our
website at www.scstatehouse.gov.
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Chamber Business Social
held March 11
The Lee County Chamber of Commerce held a Business Social on March
11 at the chamber office on Main Street
with about 35 attendees enjoying good
food and fellowship.
Chamber director Jenna McGuirt said
the social will be held quarterly at the
chamber office.
“If you’d like to be included on the
invitation mailing list,contact the Chamber at LeeCountyChamber@outlook.
com,” she said. “Some of these events
will include educational/informational
segments and will include speakers.”
The goal of the Business Socials is to
“gather business and community influencers together to exchange ideas for
working towards a better business and
living environment,” McGuirt said. “We
had been doing After Hours for a while
and I think everyone sort of grew tired of
the same format.”
To change things up and implement a
different format, McGuirt identified opportunities for positive growth and came
up with a plan. “First, I saw no need to
put the burden on the businesses to host
an event each month,” she said. “There
was food planning and preparation involved and then clean up afterwards, just
not a lot of fun for the host while they’re
trying to conduct business on that day.”
To alleviate that strain, McGuirt decided the Business Social would be held
at the chamber office each time. “Then, I

changed the frequency,” she said. “I felt
like with once a month events a lot of
people were skipping some events with
the plan they’d attend next month. As a
result, we were seeing a sparse lineup of
attendees at each event. I was concerned
with the missed connections if several
people skipped different events.”
McGuirt felt holding a business social
quarterly “would give us a better chance
of having a dense list of attendees, thus
opening the door for more networking
and business connections.”
The third thing McGuirt wanted to do
was make the occasion bigger, with more
to offer. “To make that happen, I sought
sponsors,” she says. “I sent those sponsor opportunities out with membership
renewal notices this year and I got some
great sponsors! Duke Energy and FTC
really came through for us!”
The first social was sponsored by the
chamber, she said, “because it was basically used as an opportunity for attendees
to get to know the new format and provide feedback to us on how to improve
even more going forward. I think we’ve
got enough information from that feedback to now select the best day and time.
I think we’ll also see some informational
sessions in the future as well and we’ll
work towards doing some things in the
community based on ideas generated at
the Business Social. I think we’re off to a
great start.”

Left, chamber director Jenna McGuirt talks with Lee
County Council Chairman and Main Street business
owner Travis Windham. Above, business owners
Alec Blalock and Tommy Smith chat at the social.
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Watkins said the following changes to service went
into effect at 5 p.m. on March 17 in response to the
federal and state emergencies declared as a result of the
Covid19/Coronavirus outbreak.
“Additional measures may be taken to limit the
spread and impact of the virus in our community,” Watkins said. “Public updates will be provided as additional
steps are taken.”
The county has several Facebook accounts which will
be sharing press releases and other important information from federal and state authorities.
Those Facebook accounts include: Lee County
Government (make sure you are following Lee County,
SC), Lee County Parks and Recreation, Lee County
EMS, and Lee FD Pio.
1) The county is establishing a hotline for questions
from the public regarding county services or other
information related to this emergency. Please call 803484-5921 and information will be provided or your
question will be taken and a response provided as soon
as the answer is determined. The hotline will operate
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
2) The Lee County Veteran’s Affairs Office is closed
to office visitors but is still providing a number of
services. Call the office at 803-484-5129 or email your
requests to leecountyvaoffice@gmail.com or twatkins@
leecountysc.org. There is a drop box located at the VA
Office for leaving any forms or requests for assistance
if needed. The Address for mailing information to the
office is PO Box 461, Bishopville, S.C. 29010.
3) All Lee County Parks and Recreation programs
are suspended until further notice; this includes youth
baseball as well as all senior activities.
4) Rental of all county facilities for private functions
or non-essential meetings by state and local government agencies are canceled until at least April 17; no
reservations for any events will be taken until after this
emergency status has been lifted.
5) The Lee County Public Library is closed to visitors
until further notice. Staff will be on-site to offer assistance that does not require visiting the library in person.
6) The Lee County Animal Shelter is closed to the
public until further notice. Anyone needing assistance
regarding a lost pet may call the shelter at 803-4837387 (PETS) or may reach the Shelter Director by
email- friendsofleecounty@gmail.com.
7) Lee County Public Works Manned Trash SitesWill operate on a normal schedule, but employees are
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Chamber members and Bishopville business owners, Martha Houser and Margaret Copeland, are
pictured a the chamber’s business social.
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being instructed not to assist residents with their trash
and to maintain a minimum distance of 10 feet from
anyone visiting the site.
8) All jury trials are postponed at the Magistrate and
General Session Level. Non-jury trials and other hearings may continue at the trial judge’s discretion, but
only attorneys, their clients, and necessary witnesses
will be allowed to appear.
9) A number of Lee County government offices are
currently open for business, but all citizens are encouraged to conduct as much business as possible through
phone calls or email. Payment of taxes can be conducted via telephone with a credit card (Usage fees for
credit card payments via phone directly through the
Treasurer’s Office will be waived during this emergency) or taxes can be mailed in or dropped off at the
main rear entrance to the courthouse when paying by
check; receipts will be mailed and if you do not receive
confirmation of payment within five business days
please call to confirm receipt of payment. Requests for
additional services such as permits for construction
or mobile home set-up, probating of estates or obtaining marriage licenses and inquiries regarding Family,
General Sessions or Magistrate Court proceedings or
services can be made via phone or email with directions
for obtaining the necessary paperwork given by the appropriate office.
Please review the list of contact information for
county services below and use phone or email options
for conducting business if at all possible. Please use the
following primary numbers and associated extensions
or use the department email for inquiries and service:
Auditor’s Office- Homestead Exempt., Mileage Reduction for Vehicles- Ph. 803-484-5341
• Cecil Stevens- ext. 329 email- cstevens@leecountysc.org
• June Tisdale- ext. 375 email- jtisdale@leecountysc.
org
Treasurer’s Office- Payment of Property or Vehicle
Taxes- Phone 803-484-5341
• Judy Boykin: ph. ext. 326 email- jboykin@leecountysc.org
• Gwen Walker: ph. ext. 372 email-gwalker@
leecountysc.org
• Shirley Dixon: ph. ext. 325 email-sdixon@leecountysc.org
• Lisa Baker: ph. ext. 363 email-lbaker@leecountysc.
org

• Wayne Capell: ph. ext. 327 email-wcapell@
leecountysc.org
Planning and Zoning- Building/Construction
PermitsPhone- 803-484-5341 ext. 330
803-484-5735 (Fax)
Email- asamuel@leecountysc.org
Assessor’s Office- Assessor’s Office / Mobile Home
Permitting
Phone- 803-484-5341 ext. 369, 379, 362
Email- cdcott@leecountysc.org
Email- ccaudill@leecountysc.org
Online Information- www.qpublic.net/sc/lee
Mapping / GIS / Addressing
803-484-5341 ext. 355, 362, 369
Email- cgraves@leecountysc.org
Email- ccaudill@leecountysc.org
Online Information- www.qpublic.net/sc/lee
Probate Office- Marriage Licenses or Probating
EstatesPhone- 803-484-5341 ext. 339 or 361
Email: hmillwood@leecountysc.org
Clerk of Court- Phone- 803-484-5341
• Civil Court – Cheryl Watkins ph. ext.334 emailcwatkins@leecountysc.org
• General Sessions – Caroline Truesdale ph. ext. 315
email- cmehm@leecountysc.org
• Family Court – Jackie Howard ph. ext. 316 emailjhoward@leecountysc.org
• Register of Deeds – Loretta Asher ph. ext. 378
email- lasher@leecountysc.org
• Teresa A. Brown, Lee County Clerk of Court emailtbrown@leecountysc.org
Magistrate Court- Phone- 803-484-6463
a. Traffic Tickets- ph. ext. 1
b. Civil Claims- ph. ext. 2
c. Warrants- Ph. ex. 3
Public Works- Requests for Road Work- Phone
Number- 803-484-6196
Email- leepubwks@ftc-i.net
Voter’s Registration and Elections- Phone 803-4841832
Email- sbarnhill@leecountysc.org
Watkins said Lee County government is “prepared to
meet the challenges of this emergency and asks for the
community’s support in the coming days as we do our
best to meet your specific needs.”

