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Echo Belvin, 67, of 
Dampier Road, Lamar, has 
filed as a candidate for the 
District 2 seat on the Lee 
County School Board.

Belvin, a 1970 graduate 
of Dennis High School, is 
a U.S. Navy veteran and 
retired from A.O. Smith in 
McBee and said he has the 
time to “actually show up 
at meetings and do the job. 
I am honest, trustworthy 
and will work hard with my 
fellow board members if 
elected.”

Belvin currently works as a 
crossing guard at Hartsville High School.

He believes his greatest qualification for office is 
“that I genuinely care about the welfare of our youth, 

Lee County Govern-
ment  has closed all county 
buildings to access by the 
general public.

The step was taken 
March 24 in an effort to 
slow the rate of spread 
of the COVID 19 virus 
in this region of the state 
and to lessen the chance 
of exposure to the virus 
by the general public and 
county employees, said 
Lee County Administrator 
Alan Watkins.

As of Monday, DHEC 
reported five confirmed 
cases of coronavirus in 
Lee County.

Public health officials 
said the five cases are in 
the 29010 zip code but no 
other information about 
the individuals was pro-
vided.

As of March 30 in S.C., 
at least 774 people have 
tested positive for the 
coronavirus and 16 people 
have died, according to 
public health officials. 

On Sunday, officials 
reported 113 new cases.

Lee County officials met 

Bishopville City Council 
members declared a lo-
cal state of emergency last 
week at a special called 
meeting.

With several council 
members and the chief of 
police wearing protective 
masks over their faces, 
council and city leaders 
discussed the best way to 
protect the community and 
limit the spread of the coro-
navirus in Bishopville and 
Lee County. 

As of Monday, five cases 
of the virus had been con-
firmed in the 29010 zip code 
area of the county.

Besides declaring a local 
state of emergency, council 
also instituted a voluntary 
curfew for all city residents 
from 11 p.m. until 6 a.m. 
daily. The curfew excludes 
travel for work or medical 
reasons.

On March 23, Gov. Henry 
McMaster directed all law enforcement in the state of South Carolina 
to “prohibit or disperse any public congregation or gathering of people 
in groups of three or more.”

Bishopville Police Chief Calvin Collins said his officers are required 

to enforce that order. “As of right now, our county has a very low 
positive rate for this virus,” he said. “We greatly appreciate everyone 
who has been taking the necessary precautions to help keep down the 
spread of the coronavirus. We ask that everyone please continue to be 
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• The Lee County 
Council on Aging 45th 
Year Celebration Gala 
scheduled for May 1, 
2020, has been post-
poned to a later date.  
For additional informa-
tion you may contact 
Ruby Gibbs at (803) 
484-6212.

• The Mt. Pleasant 
High School Alumni Fab-
ulous Family and Friends 
Gala originally sched-
uled for April 25 at Lee 
Central Middle School 
has been postponed until 
later. This action was 
taken in keeping with the 
mandates pertaining  to 
the Covid-19 virus. The 
Gala will be rescheduled. 
For additional informa-
tion, please email bm-
wright44@yahoo.com.

• CCTC’s May 2020 
Commencement Cer-
emonies have been 
postponed, as well as 
all health care pinning 
ceremonies. The college 
is looking at alternative 
options. CCTC will pro-
vide more information 
once details are known 
regarding next steps. 
Students who have ap-
plied and are eligible for 
graduation will receive 
additional information 
in their CCTC email ac-
count.

 
• The 2020 Lynch-

burg Magnolia Festival, 
usually held in May, has 
been canceled this year 
due to concerns about 
the coronavirus.

• With the latest 
reports from the CDC 
warning the widespread 
of the Coronavirus, the 
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Bishopville Police Chief Calvin Collins addresses members of city council, including Mayor Grady Brown 
and councilwoman Shirley Wesley Hill, at an emergency meeting held last week. Council members de-
clared a local state of emergency in the city of Bishopville due to the threat of the coronavirus. City offices 
are closed to the public but the city is still operating and providing essential services, the mayor said.
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Josey seeking 
re-election to 

county council

City declares local state of emergency, 
asks residents to adhere to curfew 

By Gee Whetsel
Editor

Lee County Observer, Bishopville, SC

City leaders take precautions, five cases of COVID-19 confirmed here

Jackie Josey of Lynchburg 
has announced her inten-
tion to seek re-election to 
a third term representing 
the citizens of District 5 as 
a member of Lee County 
Council. 

Josey has worked dur-
ing her time on council to 
bring a number of improve-
ments for the residents in 
her district and the county 
as a whole. She continues 
to be a “voice for the people 
of District 5” and wants to 
continue working to bring 
opportunities and resources 
to the community. 

Josey chairs the county council’s committee on 
Health, Education and Welfare and serves as a member 
of the council’s Ways and Means Committee, which 
develops the annual budget for Lee County. She has 
worked to support new initiatives to address the many 
challenges faced not only in her own district, but 
throughout the county. 

She is particularly proud of the accomplishments she 
helped to bring about in the Wisacky and English Cross-
roads Community, as well as the St. James Community 
of her district. 

“The Wisacky and English Crossroads community 
had a number of residents with contaminated well water 
who could not get the problem addressed,” Josey said. 
“I worked with the residents to advocate for a grant to 
have water lines installed by Cassatt Water, also known 
as the Kershaw/Lee Water Authority. The grant was ob-
tained and the water lines have been connected to their 
homes to provide clean and reliable water.”  

In the St. James Community, residents reached out for 
help establishing a neighborhood crime watch program 
and advocacy group for their community. “I met with 
residents and helped the community obtain signage for 
their program and worked to make sure the community 
had the resources they needed for a community clean-up 
effort,” Josey said.

Other areas where she has worked to continue to 

Marcia Henry, 37, of  St. 
Andrews Road Rembert, 
has filed as a candidate for 
the District 7 seat on the 
Lee County School Board.

Henry said she is running 
for the seat because she is 
a parent who cares about 
the education that “not only 
my kids get but all the kids 
in Lee County get. I am 
someone who is willing to 
stand for what is right even 
if it means standing alone 
and I think that qualifies me 
to run for school board.” 

Henry said she decided to run for school board be-
cause “there is so much going on in the district that I do 
not agree with and there is nothing being done to resolve 
it.”

She said there are “not enough people in the district 
who care about the education our kids are getting. There 
are too many people allowing things to happen in this 
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Belvin, Henry seeking 
seats on Lee County 
Board of Education

Echo Belvin - District 2 Candidate

Marcia Henry - District 7 Candidate
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The Lee County Ob-
server will be operating on 
reduced office hours to try 
and limit the spread of the 
coronavirus in our com-
munity.

Mike Mischner, publish-
er of the Camden Media 
Co. group of newspapers 
and magazines in the mid-
lands of South Carolina, 
of which the Observer is a 
part, said “the continuity 
and importance of what we 
do is vital to our communi-
ties and we will continue 
publishing our newspa-
pers---as normal.”

However, in order to 
be as safe as possible the 
following reduced office 
hours are now in effect:

Monday though Thurs-
day - 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.

Friday - 9 a.m. until 
12:30 p.m.

Observer will 
cut hours in 
response to 
coronavirus County’s hotline 

is 803-484-5921 

See NEWS, Page B2
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Yes, I know you will likely give a 
positive answer to the question. But are 
you serious enough to take the necessary 
steps for you and yours? Read on and 
decide.

First, let’s make some safe assump-
tions. The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) estimate that the 
coronavirus may be with us through July 
or August.  

In other words, we are not talking 
about a short-term change in life styles.  
Second, approximately one-half of those 
infected are NOT senior citizens. They 
include children and other young people, 
who often think they are immortal, or at 
least invulnerable. Persuading them to 
take the situation seriously, even when it 
interferes with their own pleasures, may 
be extraordinarily difficult.  

Third, although the mortality figures 
(death toll) rises every day – and will 
continue to do so, thanks to the increased 
availability of test kits but also no thanks 
to what I can only call stupid actions 
of people who should know better but 
don’t care, the percent of deaths from the 
coronavirus in the United States is in the 
1% range.  

With further testing and more sensible 
behavior of the entire population, it can 
actually decrease. Fourth, contamination 
of the virus comes from other people 
who acquire it from other people who 
acquire it from still other people whom 
we do not even know.

Now, what do we know, either from 
science, which is still finding new 
ways for us to prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus, or from good old common 
sense?  

Unless young people have become 
addicted to technology, even they know 
the importance of washing their hands 
REGULARLY (in warm soapy water) 
every time they come inside. Some 
people suggest they sing a childhood 
song twice (Twinkle, Twinkle, Little 
Star or Mary Had a Little Lamb) while 
washing the fingers, between the fingers, 
nails, palm, and back of the hand and 
then drying them on a paper towel that 

can be trashed.  (Soap, by the 
way, is just as effective as hand 
sanitizer for this purpose.) Young 
people (and older ones as well) 
often place their fingers on their 
face (pimples, scratching, picking 
one’s nose, etc.). 

Dirty hands (invisible germs) 
and sneezes and coughing drop-
outs (either invisible or almost 
so) can transmit the germs to the 
nose and mouth areas. Cough-
ing into one’s arm is better 
than coughing into one’s hand, but any 
germs remain on the clothing for further 
transmission to the face. Then, too, door 
handles to businesses, money and credit 
cards that are exchanged, service station 
equipment, and counter tops are high 
frequency usage areas. Items purchased 
at a store, whether canned goods or fresh 
food, have been handled a number of 
times during the supply chain. If hand 
sanitizers are available (and often they 
are not), use them as well.

Regular bathing should be obvious, 
remembering that anyone who goes 
outside returns indoors with germs on 
the shoes and clothes, not to mention a 
football kicked back and forth among 
buddies. In an earlier society, regular 
bathing was considered dangerous. To-
day we know better.

So what can we do when we must go 
outside? Perhaps you have an essential 
job and must report to work. And you 
have to shop. 

Some simple steps. If possible, only 
one person should do all of those things. 
Therefore, only one person is exposed.  
The breadwinner should shop right after 
work if some of the items are perish-
ables. To the extent possible, that person 
should shop at the same one place to 
minimize the number of store personnel 
who are nearby.  

If fast food is to be picked up, try to 
buy enough for several meals (to de-
crease the frequency of stops). As soon 
as possible, sanitize the money or credit 
card as well as your hands. On the job, 
sanitize all possible surfaces on a regular 

basis. That is not always possible 
if the job is working in a store 
or service area as a senior care 
center or community agency or 
volunteer service. Notice, that 
use of these precautions elimi-
nates the possibility of children 
accompanying a parent on a trip.  
Because of their tendency to 
touch interesting objects (even 
when commanded not to do so), 
they can also be exposed as well.    

What not to do? Avoid any 
trips that are not essential. These include 
visiting friends out of town, going to 
events (however small) – such as birth-
day parties and other social situations. 
For teenagers, that means curtailing 
dates – how much fun is it to be two 
yards away from a friend – that is two 
yards away for the hands as well as the 
rest of the body? Avoid anyone who 
has a cough or sneezes or who does not 
take proper precautions as noted above. 
That person is a more likely candidate 
as a carrier of coronavirus, even without 
acquiring the disease.  

Now is the time to use the cell phone 
to stay in contact. Do not visit – even 
for a few minutes – a friend or neighbor.  
That person might infect you or, if you 
have been infected but do not realize it 
for 2-14 days, you might infect that per-
son. Obviously you will not shake hands 
or hug or kiss folks outside the home.  

And how do you monitor your own 
health as well as those in your home 
and those of friends and family? First, 
remember that people with compromised 
systems are especially at risk. They in-
clude those with heart or lung problems 
and other health issues. Knowing the 
research on tobacco use and second-hand 
smoking dangers, not to mention the 
vaping disaster, I fail to see why anyone 
would smoke – especially at a time such 
as this. Remember that even so-called 
healthy senior citizens are also especially 
at risk of serious consequences from the 
coronavirus.

Second, remember that a temperature 
above 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit is a pos-

sible precursor of coronavirus, especially 
if it is accompanied by a dry cough and 
shortness of breath.  

Other flu-like symptoms include sore 
throat, runny nose, tiredness, and aching.  
However, some people actually acquire 
coronavirus without any of these symp-
toms, which sometimes appear 2-4 days 
after exposure.  

If your symptoms include some of the 
preceding conditions, especially the first 
three, contact your doctor and, over the 
telephone, explain the situation and ask 
for guidance. Try to avoid going to an 
emergency room or even to the doctor’s 
office (without specific instruction), 
which may have other patients with 
coronavirus. 

Also, maintain distance from the other 
family members. Easy? Of course not, 
but one patient is bad enough; a houseful 
is far worse.  

Provide regular medicines and plenty 
of clothes, which should be placed in a 
clothing bag or hamper each day and col-
lected periodically for washing.  

Provide a TV or radio or computer or 
books (especially the Bible) or maga-
zines to occupy the waking hours. If 
there is only one bathroom, use a bedpan 
for the person being isolated; take meals 
to the door of the bedroom and pick up 
the bedpan no more often than is needed. 
Whenever possible, use paper plates and 
plastic utensils.  

Communicate by cell phone if there 
are two in the household. Otherwise, 
speak through the door. Use sanitizers 
and soap, of course. 

Throughout, be as positive as possible.  
One way is to avoid stressing over the 
non-stop media attention. The evening 
news should be sufficient! In the mean-
time, make as many simple preparations 
as possible, hoping that they will never 
need to be used.  

And keep in mind that studies show 
that while many are diagnosed, the vast 
majority of the people recover, many 
with only minor effects. That is where 
your efforts can make a significant dif-
ference.    
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How serious are you about avoiding the coronavirus?

via teleconference on Friday afternoon, providing up-
dates on the county’s response to the deadly virus. 

Watkins said while all county building have been 
closed to the public, a number of county offices will 
continue to operate and serve the needs of the public 
through email, phone or  by mail. 

A hotline for providing information about county 
services or other specific needs of citizens has also been 
established. 

“Please call 803-484-5921 and information will be 
provided or your question will be taken and a response 
provided as soon as the answer is determined,” Watkins 
said.  
  The hotline will operate Monday through Friday  from 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Watkins said there is a drop box located at the rear 
entrance to the Lee County Courthouse for tax pay-
ments which cannot be mailed in, paid on-line or via 
the telephone. “The county treasurer’s office is waiving 
all usage fees for credit card payments made through 
the office during this declared emergency,” he said. 
“Cash payments will be accepted, but you will have to 
wait at the rear entrance while your payment is pro-
cessed in the office.”

All adjustments to tax bills for high mileage or any 
other changes should be handled by phone by calling 
the Auditor’s Office before coming to the courthouse to 
make payments in person, he added.

“We are continuing to monitor the current national, 
state and locally declared emergency related to CO-
VID-19/coronavirus in our community,” Watkins said. 
“Lee County public safety officials and I are taking 
part in a daily statewide conference call with the S.C. 
Emergency Management Division (SC EMD). These 
conference calls include various state agencies such as 
DHEC and SLED, as well as the numerous state offices 
which fall under the SC EMD umbrella for responding 
to emergencies.”

 These calls provide local officials with the most 
up-to-date information regarding the planning and re-
sponse to any problems associated with this developing 
emergency, he added.

More than 732,000 cases of the COVID-19 virus 
have been confirmed worldwide with more than 34,000 
deaths as of Monday, according to Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity. 

The United States has more than 143,000 confirmed 
cases and more than 2,500 deaths. The virus is pro-
jected to hits its peak in South Carolina in early May, 
according to DHEC, which is using information from 
the World Health Organization.

County officials and DHEC continue to emphasize 
the importance of practicing “social distancing” to help 
slow the spread of the disease.

Lee County Council Chairman Travis Windham said 
when churches are canceling services, you know we 
have a serious situation. We are encouraging everyone 
to stay away from unnecessary interactions with people 
and from large groups of people. Remain home unless 
it’s absolutely necessary to go out.”

Symptoms of coronavirus include fever, coughing 
and difficulty breathing, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control.

The CDC says the best way to prevent infection is to 
frequently wash hands for 20 seconds; avoid touching 
eyes, nose and mouth; avoid contact with sick people 
and clean frequently touched objects with a cleaning 
spray or wipe. 

DHEC also recommends covering your cough, stay-
ing home when sick, and disposing tissues and other 
items that you’ve sneezed or coughed into.

Free online screenings can be accessed by all South 
Carolina residents, by going to scdhec.gov/COVID19.

Below is a partial list of Lee County and state offices 
with phone and email contact information for conduct-
ing business without visiting the office in person. A full 
list can be found on Page A6.

COUNTY OFFICES IN THE COURTHOUSE:
Auditor’s Office- Phone 803-484-5341
• Cecil Stevens - ext. 329 email- cstevens@leecoun-

tysc.org
• June Tisdale - ext. 375 email- jtisdale@leecountysc.

org
• Marchelle Bradley - ext. 313
• Bernis Hannibal - ext. 328
Contact this office about needs related to vehicle 

property taxes (if you need to have a reduction in your 
tax notice for high mileage), Homestead exemptions, 
water craft registrations or other tax-related matters.

Treasurer’s Office- Payment of Property or Vehicle 
Taxes - Phone 803-484-5341

• Judy Boykin: ext. 326 email- jboykin@leecountysc.
org

• Gwen Walker: ext. 372 email-gwalker@leecoun-
tysc.org    

• Shirley Dixon: ext. 325 email-sdixon@leecountysc.
org

• Lisa Baker: ext. 363 email-lbaker@leecountysc.org

• Wayne Capell: ext. 327 email-wcapell@leecoun-
tysc.org

 Planning and Zoning- Building/Construction Per-
mits Phone- 803-484-5341 ext. 330 

803-484-5735 (Fax)
Email- asamuel@leecountysc.org
Assessor’s Office- Assessor’s Office / Mobile Home 

Permitting Phone- 803-484-5341 ext. 369, 379, 362
Email- cdcott@leecountysc.org 
Email- ccaudill@leecountysc.org
Online Information- www.qpublic.net/sc/lee 
Mapping / GIS / Addressing 
Phone 803-484-5341 ext. 355, 362, 369
Email- cgraves@leecountysc.org 
Email- ccaudill@leecountysc.org
Online Information- www.qpublic.net/sc/lee 
Probate Office- Marriage Licenses or Probating 

Estates Phone- 803-484-5341 ext. 339 or 361
• Jennie Darity: ext. 338 email jdarity@leecountysc.

org
• Hope Millwood: ext. 361 email: hmillwood@

leecountysc.org 
• Michael A. Davis: ext. 339 email madavis@

leecountysc.org
Clerk of Court/Register of Deeds - Phone- 803-

484-5341 
• Civil Court – Cheryl Watkins: ext.334 email- cwat-

kins@leecountysc.org
• General Sessions – Caroline Truesdale: ext. 315 

email- cmehm@leecountysc.org
• Family Court – Jackie Howard: ext. 316 email- 

jhoward@leecountysc.org
• Register of Deeds – Loretta Asher: ext. 378 email- 

lasher@leecountysc.org
• Teresa A. Brown, Lee County Clerk of Court: ext. 

331 email- tbrown@leecountysc.org 

COUNTY  Continued from Front
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Lee County Council Chairman Travis Windham, left, and county administrator Alan Watkins are pictured at 
their March 18 meeting. Council is now meeting via teleconference.
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It was eight years ago when Luci Anderson had her 
first seizure. Ironically, it was almost the same day 
as Epilepsy Awareness Day, although at the time that 
wasn’t a day that meant very much to Luci and her fam-
ily. But all of that was about to change.

It was March 30, 2012, and a 13-year-old Luci was 
in seventh grade at Robert E. Lee Academy. She was in 
class when it happened.  

Her mother, Laurie Watkins, remembers. “It was a 
grand mal seizure,” she says. “A very severe one. Luci 
stopped breathing, turned blue. She had never had any 
problems before and the whole thing just came out of 
nowhere.”

Laurie had never seen anyone have a seizure before 
and seeing her daughter endure one was especially 
frightening. “I knew what a seizure was, I had heard 
of them, but I had never actually seen someone having 
one,” she says.

In a grand mal seizure, the person loses conscious-
ness and has violent muscle contractions. When most 
people imagine seizures, this is the seizure they envi-
sion.  

On this March evening in 2020, Luci, who just turned 
21 years old and looking like a young Hilary Swank in 
blue jeans and a tee shirt, is sitting beside her mother at 
the dining room table. She recalls, “Up until that point I 
didn’t even know what a seizure was.”

The rescue squad arrived and transported Luci to the 
hospital where a doctor did a CAT scan to check for 
tumors but the results came back negative. They were 
sent home and told to follow up with their pediatrician.

“So, I just thought we’ll go to the doctor, we’ll find 
out what’s wrong and fix this,” Laurie said. “We’ll get 
rid of it.”

But the next day, when they visited Sumter Pediatrics, 
their doctor didn’t have the answers Laurie was hoping 
for. “Dr. Durant told us that sometimes it just happens 
once and then never happens again and no one ever 
really knows why,” Laurie said. “That happened to a 
friend of Luci’s, who had one less than a year, probably 
only a couple months, before Luci had hers. And this 

girl has never had another one.”
Laurie was hopeful that would be what would happen 

with Luci. “But just to be sure, the doctor put her on an 
anti-seizure drug and sent us to a neurologist in Colum-
bia where she could get an MRI and have some more 
in-depth testing done,” Laurie said.

That was in March and the tests ended up showing 
nothing.

Five months passed as spring turned into summer 
and Luci was doing fine on her medication. “I began to 
believe that Dr. Durant was right, as usual, and that she 
was not going to have another one,” her mother says.  

But then, the day she returned to school in August, 
Luci had another seizure in the afternoon. They went 
back to the neurologist in Columbia and he increased 
the medication. August turned to September and then to 
October and Luci had another grand mal seizure.

Their doctor decided this time Luci should go to Le 
Bonheur Children’s Hospital to have an EEG study 
done in the Epilepsy Monitoring Unit or EMU. Le Bon-
heur is located in downtown Memphis, Tennessee, and 
is one of the top children’s hospitals in the country.

Laurie explains, “you’re hooked up to an EEG for 
about a week stay at the hospital. They try to induce 
a seizure so they can see that brain activity. That way 
they can tell where the seizures are coming from and 
get more information about them.”

Hoping that this time, they could finally tell her what 
was wrong with her daughter and more importantly 
how to fix it, Laurie and Luci headed to Tennessee. “We 
went there and they did a lot more in depth testing, and 
we met a pediatric neurologist named Dr. Katherine 
Van Poppel, who we just fell in love with and fortunate-
ly for us, she was moving to the Jeff Gordon Children’s 
Hospital in Concord, NC,”Laurie says. 

So they took Luci off her medicine; they deprived her 
of sleep and in the end they even tried to use medica-
tion to cause a seizure. All to no avail.  

Again they were told the doctors couldn’t find any-
thing wrong but they did diagnose Luci with epilepsy. 

So the family left the hospital and went home to wait.
“I will always remember that,” Luci says. “The only 

thing I liked about that diagnosis is that they knew 
something. We learned something. We were able to give 
it a name, and from there it turned into retractable epi-
lepsy, which is a drug-resistant kind of the condition.”

Epilepsy is not a ‘sacred madness’
According to the Epilepsy Foundation, “Epilepsy is 

a chronic disorder, the hallmark of which is recurrent, 
unprovoked seizures.” A diagnosis of epilepsy is given 
when an individual has “two unprovoked seizures (or 
one unprovoked seizure with the likelihood of more) 
that were not caused by some known and reversible 
medical condition.”

The name for the disorder comes from the Greek 
word “epilepsia” which literally means “to take hold 
of” or “to seize.”

The earliest evidence we have of epilepsy comes 
from a Babylonian medical textbook written in 2000 
BC. The textbook had a chapter describing many of the 
different seizure types that we see today.  

Hippocrates, the father of medicine, came along in 
the 5th century BC and presented the revolutionary idea 
that epilepsy was a disorder of the brain in his medical 
treatise On The Sacred Disease. This was the begin-
ning of the scientific concept of diseases having natural 
causes rather than supernatural or divine ones.  

Of course, this new idea didn’t catch on right away.  
In fact,  it took almost 2,000 more years to really start 
having an impact.

It might surprise you to know that Socrates, Julius 
Caesar, Peter the Great, Lord Byron, Fyodor Dos-
toevsky, Pope Pius IX, Leonardo Da Vinci, Theodore 
Roosevelt, Thomas Edison and more recently Neil 
Young, Lil Wayne, Prince, Susan Boyle all had or have 
epilepsy. However, there is still social stigma attached 
to epilepsy in many areas of the world. Approximately 
40 to 50 million people in the world are estimated to 
have epilepsy, but only about 8 million of those receive 
treatment. For the other 32 million, services are not 
available or they live where epilepsy is not viewed as a 
treatable medical disorder.  

Which is why in 2008, Cassidy Megan, a young 
Canadian woman who had epilepsy, created the idea 
of Epilepsy Awareness Day or Purple Day to foster 
awareness of the condition and to help dispel the myths 
surrounding it.

Wear purple on March 26 to show your support for 
those who live each day with epilepsy and to raise 
awareness for the disorder.  

The search continues for
an effective treatment plan

After her diagnosis, Luci continued to have seizures 
every month or two. The next summer, Luci’s seizures 
shifted from grand mal to absence seizures during 
which she would stare vacantly into space and be unre-
sponsive. These types of seizures typically last from 10 
to 20 seconds and most bystanders don’t even realize 
what is happening.  

Laurie says, “She would just stare and not be able to 
talk, which wasn’t as big of a deal because she didn’t 
have the same risk of injury or falling. Unless you were 
talking to her or interacting with her, you wouldn’t even 
know she had one. They interfered a lot less with her 
daily activities because she might have one and then 
she could just keep doing what she was doing and no 
one would even know.”

It continued that way for several years. They tried 
a number of different medicines in hopes of finding 
one that would permanently get rid of her seizures, but 
nothing worked. They also tried the EMU again for 
another whole week, but still nothing.

In spite of Laurie’s ongoing efforts, after seven years, 
they still had no answers. It was incredibly frustrating 
but she says, “We were told at Le Bonheur that some-
times they just don’t find out and that sometimes it’s 
better if there isn’t a reason.”  

Her voice begins to shake a little and she says, “It’s 
hard to talk about because I always wanted an answer.  
I wanted to know what was happening so we could fix 
it.”

At this point, Luci interrupts and says, “I felt the 
same way. I just wanted it to be over with.”

It was very hard for Luci to watch her sister MeMe, 
who is three years older, learn to drive and then move 
away from home and go to college. Because of the un-
predictability and the severity of her seizures, Luci has 
had to miss out on a lot of experiences that most young 
people her age have.

And it has been very hard on Laurie, watching her 
child struggle with this disorder and not being able to 
help. “When a child is looking at you, wanting you to 
fix it or to take her to someone that can… I had a really 
hard time with ‘I can’t,’” she says. “I’ve done every-
thing I know to do but I can’t make it go away.”

But Luci’s resilience and determination have kept 
both of them going. “She would have a seizure on the 
way to school,” Laurie said. “They tell you to rest and 
that your body will kind of shut down and you’ll sleep 
for several hours after one to recover from it. I would 
try my best to get her to stay home or wait a little while, 
but if she had something to do, she was going to do it. 
She may rest the remainder of the day but she never let 
it stop her from doing what she was supposed to do or 
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Luci’s story: One family’s epilepsy journey
By Lillian Turner and Gee Whetsel

Lee County Observer, Bishopville, SC

See JOURNEY, Page B2

PHOTO PROVIDED

Luci Anderson wears purple and shows off her 
“purple pumpkin” to show support of epilepsy 
awareness.  “We also have a purple Christmas tree 
with epilepsy awareness and purple ornaments,” 
she says.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Above, in 2016 Luci delivered teddy bears with 
notes tied with purple ribbons at Christmas to 
children at Jeff Gordon Children’s Hospital in 
Concord, NC. This is one of the places where she 
had been hospitalized in the EMU. Her sister, MeMe, 
was there to show her support. Below, Luci and her 
mom, Laurie Watkins, far left, at last year’s Stroll 
for Seizure Control in Charleston.  The lady they are 
talking to is Kelly Kornegay, who is a nurse with the 
MUSC Epilepsy Center. 
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When it comes to coal ash, South Caro-
lina already has more than we’d like. Duke 
Energy, Dominion and Santee Cooper gen-
erate electricity from coal and still haven’t 
figured out how to store the state’s current 
stockpile of coal ash safely.

That’s why it was alarming to hear that 
the Tennessee Valley Authority is consider-
ing shipping some 3.5 million cubic yards 
of their coal ash to a private landfill in 
Bishopville. 

The landfill is owned by a private com-
pany based in Arizona. Citizens can rest 
assured that my colleagues and I at the Statehouse are 
aligned on a clear response: Not here, and not without a 
fight.

Simply put, South Carolina needs less toxic coal ash 
- not more. Coal generation itself and the byproduct of 
coal ash it produces pollutes our air and water. Spills 
and leaks in other states have validated the dangers of 
coal ash. 

Storing coal ash in rural areas is yet another unfair 

burden and health threat to these communi-
ties.

Because the news of TVA’s coal ash trans-
port was kept under wraps until weeks ago, 
we had to act rapidly to have any chance of 
thwarting the plan. 

As word spread, our legislative delegation 
discussed options and agreed the swiftest 
way to impact TVA’s negotiations and pro-
tect South Carolinians was to impose a hefty 
surcharge. 

I filed and presented a budget proviso, 
adopted in the House, that imposes a $30 per 

ton surcharge on any coal ash transported into South 
Carolina and disposed of in Lee County or any county 
with a population of under 19,500 people. 

Sen. Thomas McElveen, D-S.C., and Sen. Gerald 
Malloy, D-S.C., introduced a similar, standalone bill in 
the Senate that quickly gained widespread, bipartisan 
support. While these measures don’t outlaw out-of-state 
coal ash from being stored in South Carolina, the pro-

By Jeanette Watts
Woodward Library of 

Archives and Research
Who remembers Fairview School? It 

was and is located in Lee County. The 
Class of 1927 had eight graduates, all 
female. As attendance grew for the school, 
the females remained in the Fairview 
school and the males attended class in 
a house on highway 15 south of Bish-
opville. 

Fairview was a two story wooden build-
ing. Students had only 11 grades to endure before going 
out into the big wide world. Most of the schools back 
then depended on horse and buggy transportation to 
and from school, but Fairview had a real bus, not quite 
as large as today’s buses. It did not look like a bread 
wagon or such as most schools that had buses.  

The school is well preserved but not visibly seen. 
It is beneath the brick and mortar of Ashwood Bap-
tist Church on Lake Ashwood Road. The school did 
not move. It remains in its original location. Fairview 
closed after the 1937 school year ended. In the 1937-
1938 school year, all the students were transported to 

empty military barracks behind the new 
Ashwood Agricultural school and were 
able to march across the road in December 
to enter their classes in their new school.  

   This all came about when the Baptists, 
Methodists and Presbyterians all went to 
church together in the store that was part 
of the Richardson Plantation on Highway 
441. The Baptists and Presbyterians pulled 
out from this store location. The Baptists 
bought Fairview School and used it for a 
while before updating it.  The Presbyteri-

ans built their facility, which is the Hephzibah on Man-
ville Wisacky Road. Later the Methodist built today’s 
Memorial Chapel on Green Lane.  

The Richardson store building still stands but is in 
very bad condition and just about covered with trees 
and vines. The last occupant of the store building was 
a store in the front portion. The Kinder family operated 
the store and lived in the rear of the building. It has 
been standing empty for many years.

When the Archives is open for business, come and 
let us help you find a few interesting facts that you may 
not know about Lee County, South Carolina, and your 
family.

You know, they say the only permanent 
thing going on today is change. And change 
is happening around us all the time. For 
instance: our local Carolina culture is slowing 
changing, changing, changing. The changing 
demographics of the Palmetto State is slowly 
changing our native culture and way of life.  

 For instance, the people in and around 
Charleston now have an annual celebration on 
May 5 commemorating Cinco de Mayo, a tra-
ditional Mexican celebration commemorating 
an 1812 battle between Mexico and France.   

Then there’s the annual Italian Festival held in Sum-
merville, celebrating the renowned Feast of San Genn-
aro festival and parade held each year in New York’s 
Little Italy section of Greenwich Village.   

More and more people from all walks of life are 
moving to the Palmetto State in search of a better life.  
Many retirees are moving to escape the harsh winters of 
the northeast and Midwestern states. Others are seeking 
the many new economic opportunities the state has to 
offer. 

With so much new economic development happen-
ing all around, the old joke that the mosquito is the 
unofficial State Bird no longer applies. Instead of fried 
chicken…..Japanese Sushi and Korean Barbeque are 
now the go-to finger foods. Buffalo Wild Wings have 
replaced pork rinds, and pizza has replaced hot dogs as 
the undisputed snack of choice among teen and adults.  

People are moving here in record numbers not only 
from places all across the United States, but from places 
all over the world. 

The  majority of new residents coming 
here are concentrated in the upstate areas 
of Greenville and  Spartanburg, as well as 
around Columbia. And of course, they’re 
settling  along the coastal counties of 
Horry, Berkeley, Charleston and Dorches-
ter, and down to the areas around Beaufort 
and Hilton Head.   

In my travels as The Dixie Drifter, (a 
dude with a string of broken hearts and 
unpaid bar tabs from here to Tupelo), I  al-
ways make it my business to talk and listen 

to the people I meet along the way. And I can hear the 
different regional accents in their voices. 

 It runs the gamut from the rapid fire New York-
Brooklynese, Jersey Girl, Philadelphia Wise-Guy 
“you know what I mean” style, to the Bostonian-New 
England Kennedy brothers “the kaarr,” to the distinctive 
“eh” from folks from the upper Midwest and eastern 
Canada, to the California Valley Girl style where de-
clarative sentences usually end sounding like a ques-
tion. If you know what I mean? 

Then there’s that rich mix of foreign accents that you 
hear from Russia, England, Ireland, Eastern Europe, the 
Middle East, India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Central and 
South America, Mexico and Canada, and so on.  

 Rarely heard in and around the larger cities of the 
state is the original Palmetto twang we know as Car-
olina-ese. Nevertheless, I always give a big Carolina 
welcome to all newcomers I meet.   

And I leave them with one  caveat from way back in 
the way back when…..more Southern charm…please.  

A positive attitude is 
contagious, but don’t 

wait to catch it 
from others. 
Be a carrier.                              

   
                                                               Provided by Margaret Copeland
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Est. 1969

One summer night the 
most beautiful ole girl 
showed herself on our 
porch. 

At first sight we were set 
aback at her daring risk to 
even climb the steps of our 
home and eat a meal with-
out saying a word. 

Every night about the 
same time she would climb 
those steps and join us on our porch. We knew that she 
just loved us and had developed a special bond of love 
for our family. 

Amazed we were at her fat body, short legs, round 
face and mouth that faded into her head. 

She had lips that would catch your attention at first 
sight. 

We wondered about whether or not she had a special 
friend. Always alone was she, never forgetting. We 
never did know where her home was, only that it must 
not be far away. 

After several months she did a “no show.” We grieved 
with a longing for her to return. 

During her presence we really never did show one 
great moment of appreciation. 

Even now my memory of her zapping tongue, sunny 
disposition and “oh boy” that body, touches my inner 
child with nostalgia. 

Froggy, we miss you, the best bug eater of  frogs for 
us country folks. 

More Southern charm...please

Woodward 
Library 

Archives 
Research

Who remembers Fairview School?

Coal ash: Not here and 
not without a fight

See WHEELER, Page A6
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The Kids' Page

Tillman
says, “ Smile, it’s catching!”

Send your favorite pet photo to:
mscott@theleecountyobserver.com

or
mail to:

The Lee County Observer
PO Box   567

Bishopville, SC 29010

CALL 484-9431

LIST YOUR
BUSINESS

HERE TODAY!

My heart’s
in …
Lee

C♥unty!

Call Millie at 803-484-9431

THE LEE COUNTY
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

SUPPORTING
EDUCATION!!

803-484-5353

South Carolina
Cotton Museum, Inc.

121 W. Cedar Lane
Bishopville, SC 29010

All grade level educational programs available            
www.sccottonmus@ftc-i.net          

Send your kids pictures or
your pet pictures to

The Lee County Observer
advertise@sc.rr.com

or mail to
P.O. Box 567, Bishopville, SC

Attn: Millie
We will share with our readers!

THIS SPACE IS
 AVAILABLE 

FOR ADVERTISING! 

CALL MILLIE
803-484-9431

JARED’S
HARDWARE

576 Sumter Hwy., Bishopville, SC 29010
         Hours: Mon-Fri. 8 am-7 pm

       Sat. 8 am-6 pm: Sun. 1:30-6 pm

       803-484-5716803-484-6315
110 S Main St., Bishopville, SC 29010

Bishopville
Parts, Inc. Fine Jewelers & Diamond Merchants

Since 1935
444 N. Guignard Drive

803-775-1209
www.gallowayandmoseley.com

Superheroes 
Harrison, 6, Jon 

Turner, 4, and 
Winston Wiggins 
are finding many 
ways to entertain 

themselves dur-
ing the COVID-19 

quarantine. The 
boys are the sons 

of Dabnee and Jon 
Wiggins of Camden 

and the grandsons 
of Gee Whetsel of 

Bishopville.

Send your kids’ 
photos to the Lee 
County Observer.

mscott@the-
leecountyobserver.

com
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Lee County Offices and Departments 
Contact Information

All County buildings are currently closed to access by the general public. Many 
County Offices and departments are continuing to provide services, but are doing 
so by phone, email, US Postal mail or the internet. The contact information below 
is being provided so that anyone needing to conduct business with a county office 
or department can contact that particular area of county government and find out 
what services are available and the best way the county can accommodate your 
needs without conducting the business in person. 

The County has established an emergency hotline for residents to call if they 
have any questions about county services; 803-484-5921, the hotline is open 
Mon.-Fri. from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

County Offices
Auditor’s Office- Ph. 803-484-5341

 Cecil Stevens- ext. 329 email- cstevens@leecountysc.org
 June Tisdale- ext. 375 email- jtisdale@leecountysc.org           
 Marchelle Bradley- ext. 313
 Bernise Hannibal- ext. 328

Contact this office about needs related to Vehicle Property Taxes (If you need 
to have a reduction in your tax notice for high mileage), Homestead Exemptions, 
Water Craft Registrations or other tax related needs.

Treasurer’s Office- Payment of Property or Vehicle Taxes- 
Phone 803-484-5341

 Judy Boykin: ph. ext. 326 email- jboykin@leecountysc.org
 Gwen Walker: ph. ext. 372 email-gwalker@leecountysc.org    
 Shirley Dixon: ph. ext. 325 email-sdixon@leecountysc.org
 Lisa Baker: ph. ext. 363 email-lbaker@leecountysc.org
 Wayne Capell: ph. ext. 327 email-wcapell@leecountysc.org

Clerk of Court/Register of Deeds- Phone- 803-484-5341 
Civil Court – Cheryl Watkins ph. ext.334 email- cwatkins@leecountysc.org
General Sessions – Caroline Truesdale ph. ext. 315 email- cmehm@
leecountysc.org
Family Court – Jackie Howard ph. ext. 316 email- jhoward@leecountysc.
org
Register of Deeds – Loretta Asher ph. ext. 378 email- lasher@leecoun-
tysc.org
Teresa A. Brown, Lee County Clerk of Court Ext. 331 email-tbrown@
leecountysc.org    

Probate Office- Marriage Licenses or Probating Estates 
Phone- 803-484-5341

 Jennie Darity: ph. Ext. 338 email jdarity@leecountysc.org
 Hope Millwood: ph. Ext. 361-email hmillwood@leecountysc.org
 Michael A. Davis: ph. Ext 339-email madavis@leecountysc.org
 

Planning and Zoning- Building/Construction Permits- 
Phone- 803-484-5341 ext. 330 803-484-5735 (Fax)

 Email- asamuel@leecountysc.org

Assessor’s Office- Assessor’s Office / Mobile Home Permitting 
Phone- 803-484-5341 ext. 369, 379, 362
Email- cdcott@leecountysc.org 

Email- ccaudill@leecountysc.org
Online Information- www.qpublic.net/sc/lee 

Mapping / GIS / Addressing - 803-484-5341 ext. 355, 362, 369
Email- cgraves@leecountysc.org 
Email- ccaudill@leecountysc.org
Online Information- www.qpublic.net/sc/lee 

Sheriff’s Office- Phone 803-484-5353
Coroner’s Office- Phone- 803-428-8845

Magistrate Court/Summary Court- Phone- 803-484-6463
a. Traffic Tickets- ph. ext. 1
b. Civil Claims- ph. ext. 2
c. Warrants- Ph. ex. 3
All Magistrate/Summary Court hearings have been cancelled and will be 

rescheduled. Payments may be mailed to Lee County Central Court, 115 Gregg 
Street, PO Box 2, Bishopville, SC 29010 in the form of a money order or ca-
shier’s check. A drop box is located at the main entrance to the Magistrate Court 
building for bringing payments or paperwork if necessary. 
Civil filings:  Please call 803-484-6463, ext. 2 and the forms will be mailed to you 
for your completion.  The only filings Summary Court will accept in person are for 
restraining orders; Please call the office for an immediate appointment. Bonds and 
emergency hearings are still ongoing. All bondsmen must contact the office by 
phone during the week and contact the on-call judge on the weekend regarding 
releases for payment.  

Public Works- Requests for Road Work- Phone Number- 803-484-6196
 Email- leepubwks@ftc-i.net 
Voter’s Registration and Elections- Phone 803-484-1832
 Email- sbarnhill@leecountysc.org 
Veteran’s Affairs- Phone 803-484-5129 
Email- leecountyvaoffice@gmail.com or twatkins@leecountysc.org
If a Veteran has any questions or needs other than the information and services 
which can be provided through the local office you can call 1-800-827-1000 for 
assistance. 

State/Regional Offices
Probation and Parole- Ph. 803-484-5341 Ext. 344

Bill White or Christian Adams 
If you need assistance or have questions about your case, please call and leave 

a message.  
Solicitor’s Office- Phone- 803-484-5341 

 Jeri Thompson- Ph. Ext. 381 Email- jthompson@leecountysc.org
 Windi King- Ph. Ext. 392 Email- wking@leecountysc.org                 

Lee County DSS and DHHS Offices
DSS/DHHS Office Hours for Calling for Assistance - 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
 a. Family Assistance Interview Center AKA TANF or FI - 866-282-  
6612-code #4253
 b. SNAP Assistance Interview Center - 866-282-6612-code #7618 or 
code #1061 for expedited cases
 c. SNAP Questions/changes - 800-616-1309 or 803-898-7858
 d. Child Protective Services/Adult Protective Services Intake - 843-
561-6016 or 843-519-0152 or 843-519-0170
 DSS office - 803-856-5073
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County Buildings Closed to Public Access in 
Response to COVID 19/Coronavirus Emergency

posed surcharge is intended to achieve 
the same result, discouraging TVA and 
other utilities from considering dumping 
their coal ash in South Carolina.

Coal is a dirty, increasingly expensive 
way to make electricity. The coal ash that 
plants leave behind contains mercury, 
cadmium and arsenic, all of which are 
unhealthy if spilled or leaked into our 
waterways, ground water or the air. 

Neighboring states have learned the 
hard way, through devastating coal ash 
spills, just how damaging it can be. It’s 
a problem that needs addressing now, 
and we should start with the coal ash 
produced by South Carolina’s own coal 
plants. With the technology available to 
generate electricity with clean sources 
like solar and wind, it’s time to ramp up 
plans to close all five of our state’s coal 
plants. 

With the ownership and operation of 
Santee Cooper currently under evalua-
tion, we have an achievable opportunity 
to ensure the state’s utility swiftly phases 
out coal. The power is, literally, in our 
hands to set the stage for a clean, safe 
and affordable energy future for South 
Carolina as we chart the course for San-
tee Cooper.

There is no dollar amount that makes it 
safe for additional tons of coal ash to be 
stored in South Carolina. We’ve already 
had some close calls right here in South 
Carolina. Perhaps the most frightening 
event came in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Florence in 2018, when floodwaters 
threatened to overtop a coal-ash im-
poundment at Santee Cooper’s Grainger 
coal plant along the Waccamaw River. 
The risks are not theoretical; coal ash is a 
real and present danger.

Oftentimes when folks say “not in my 
backyard,” the thing that they don’t want 
ends up in the backyards of those who 
cannot afford to fight. 

Our rural communities are already 
disproportionately burdened with facili-
ties and infrastructure that urban and 

wealthier communities have rejected, 
increasing their risk of the adverse health 
and environmental impacts associated 
with these facilities. We cannot stand 
by and allow convoys of trucks to dump 
tons of coal ash into Bishopville or any 
other South Carolina town.

It really comes down to this: a Ten-
nessee power company makes money by 
selling energy and producing coal ash. 
In order to get this ash out of Tennes-
see, they would truck the ash hundreds 
of miles to dump it in a privately owned 
landfill in Lee County. The landfill 
company will make money, but everyone 
knows the associated wealth won’t be 
retained in or benefit Lee County.

When the landfill is gone, the people 
of South Carolina and particularly Lee 
County will be the ones stuck with the 
long-term risks of contamination and 
costs of monitoring. 

This is not conjecture; this scenario has 
already happened in our backyard once. 
Anyone familiar with the history of the 
Pinewood site in Sumter County knows 
this all too well. Let’s not make the same 
mistake again.

We are confident that the provisions 
currently on the table can address this 
immediate situation, but more work 
remains at the Statehouse to protect our 
citizens. The provisos and legislation we 
are currently pursuing, admittedly, ad-
dress the symptoms of the problem, not 
the cause.

The only sustainable way to address 
the cause is to end coal’s reign in South 
Carolina altogether. Coal plants and their 
byproducts are polluting our air, threat-
ening the safety of our drinking water 
and increasing our power bills because 
of the expensive measures that must be 
taken to control and contain coal con-
taminants.

It’s not worth the cost. It’s not worth 
the risk. 

And it’s not part of the clean energy 
future I envision for South Carolina.

WHEELER  Continued from A4

City council 
deals with 

virus
Bishopville City Coun-
cil held an emergency 
meeting last week, de-
claring a state of local 

emergency in response 
to the ongoing corona-
virus pandemic. Above, 

police chief Calvin 
Collins, his administra-

tive assistant Bonnie 
Copes and interim city 
administrator Suzette 

Robinson. Right, coun-
cil member Wayne Han-

cock, and, below, city 
attorney Will Wheeler.

PHOTOS BY GEE WHETSEL
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Kesha Hayes’ path in life was set at an 
early age, even though she didn’t realize 
it at the time.

Hayes is the CEO and founder of 
Professional Development and Training 
Services, LLC, (PDTS), a post secondary 
institution she started in Kershaw County 
in May 2015. PDTS certificate pro-
grams are now also being offered at the 
Darlington-Lee County Adult Education 
Center (DLCAE) in Bishopville at 123 E. 
College Street.

“At PDTS, we are adding valuable 
people to the healthcare industry work-
force,” Hayes said. “Everyone is propos-
ing what the issues are in the healthcare 
sector, but we are actually working to 
solve those issues. Our vision at PDTS 
is to develop exceptional caregivers who 
provide excellent care to our ‘Aging 
Beauties.’”

“Aging Beauties” is how Hayes refers 
to older folks. Her mother told her not 
long ago that Kesha has always had a re-
spect and love for the “older generation.”

“My mother told me there was a big 
old oak tree in my grandfather’s yard,” 
Hayes says. “She said I would sit under 
that tree with my grandfather and the 
other elderly folks and just talk with 
them until it was time to leave because 
they were getting ready to start with the 
‘grown conversation,’ the kind a child 
shouldn’t hear. I’ve just always enjoyed 
being around older people.”

Hayes attended Camden High School 

then went to college, prepared to study 
elementary education. Instead, she 
earned a bachelor’s degree in sociology 
then went on to get a master’s degree in 
healthcare administration.

“It wasn’t until I had my master’s and 
couldn’t find a job at any of the hospitals, 
that I decided to enroll in a 12-week cer-
tified nursing assistant (CNA) program,” 
she said. 

Her instructor told her classmates that 
Hayes already had a master’s degree.

When her classmates couldn’t believe 
she wanted to be a CNA, “that was the 
first time I realized people didn’t really 
think CNAs are a very important part of 
the health industry,” she says. 

Another part of that class stayed with 
Hayes as well. As part of their clinical 
rotation, the students worked at a nursing 
home. “We delivered meal trays to rooms 
of people who couldn’t get to the dining 
room,” she said.

When Hayes brought a tray into one 
lady’s room, she removed the top and 
realized the food was cold so she took 
it down to the nurses’ station where she 
warmed it up in the microwave then 
returned it. 

“I took it back and the lady started eat-
ing then she started crying,” Hayes said. 
“It was my first day of rotation and I 
thought I had done something wrong.”

But that was not the case. “She told me 
she had been there for 10 years and she 
had never had warm food,” Hayes said. 
“I was devastated and had to hold back 
the tears.”
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Corona went viral so my school went 
virtual. 

We had about a week of Zoom training 
and a few days to do test runs with the 
kids. I spent the weekend preparing and 
couldn’t sleep that Sunday night. I felt 
like a first-year teacher all over again.  

I wanted to set a tone of excitement 
and reduce anxiety, so I sent an email to 
all the students. We were going to be like 
the early explorers and early settlers that 
we had been studying all year. 

We were boldly going where no stu-
dents had ever gone before, at least not 
at our school. 

The Class of 2027 is a big-hearted 
bunch of kids. All year, I have bragged 
on the way they take care of each other. 
As we ventured into this brave new 
world of online learning, they took care 
of me. When I started my very first vir-
tual class, my microphone was muted. I 
was teaching away, unaware. 

One of my little girls sent me a mes-
sage right away, “Ms. Davis, you need 
to unmute yourself. Click on the micro-
phone at the bottom left corner of your 
screen. It should turn green when it is 
working.” 

Thoughtful and thorough, and she’s 
only 10 years old. 

After our first week, I wanted to know 
what they thought about the “we are like 
the explorers” analogy. One little fel-

low said that we were like the 
settlers at Jamestown. We got off 
to a rocky start but were already 
doing better. A+ for him. They 
talked about missing the way 
things used to be and that the 
explorers probably felt the same. 
One boy said we were not like 
the early explorers because none 
of us were eating sawdust or 
rats. Clearly, he remembered his 
Magellan lesson. 

I kept my Zoom training notes nearby. 
For whatever reason, you are supposed 
to hit “end meeting,” not “leave meet-
ing.” Whether it’s virtual or in real life, 
I am not ready for my time with these 
children to end. I’m not ready for this 
group of kids to leave. 

It’s ironic because teachers are always 
counting down the days – to spring 
break, to the weekend, and finally to the 
end of the year. I assumed I would have 
a busy spring with these children – a 
spring full of field trips and colonial day 
celebrations and awards banquets and 
yearbook signings. 

I’ve been teaching a long time and 
have had lots of these moments. They 
already seem more precious to me, 
like something I should have cherished 
instead of eagerly marking off a calendar. 

The Corona quarantine reminds us how 
fragile it all is and how it can all be taken 

away in a flash. 
So, like the brave explor-

ers, my students and I will 
soldier on for as long as this 
journey needs to last. I will 
follow my new schedule and 
my new procedures for my 
new normal. I will be thank-
ful to see each little face pop 
up on my MacBook screen. 
I will tell them I’m glad to 

see them, and I will mean it. I will try to 
give them lots of virtual attention as they 
show me the Lego set they completed or 
the picture they drew for me or hold up a 
bunny or a hamster or a turtle. Children 
need to connect, whether it’s in class or 
online. They need to connect with each 
other and they need to connect with their 
teachers. 

Corona has reminded me what an 
honor it is to be a child’s teacher. Corona 
validates that a teacher’s work is not just 
meaningful, but magnificent.  

As I look at my cheat sheet to see if 
I end meeting or leave my meetings, I 
hope I remember that all of this is just 
temporary. Soon enough, I’ll be back in 
my classroom, and it will be loud, and 
I’ll have too many children trying to tell 
me too many things, and I will be wish-
ing for that “mute all” feature.

 In the midst of the middle-school mad-
ness, I hope I will stop and think back 

on our quarantine days. I hope I will 
remember that time together is a pre-
cious and fragile thing and that schools 
are magical places.

Tammy Davis is a writer based in 
Columbia, SC. She has never been more 
proud to be a teacher. You can find Davis 
on Instagram at tammydavisstories, or 
you can visit her website at www.tam-
mydavisstories.com

TAMMY DAVIS
Chin Up, Buttercup

Viruses and virtual classrooms

A well-known quote credited to John 
C. Maxwell often used in team sports is 
“Teamwork makes the dream work.”  

The quote proved to be true during 
Lee Central Middle School’s 2019-2020 
basketball season. 

Head coaches Richardene Williams and 
Damian Days consistently researched, 
planned, and collaborated with one com-
mon vision in mind: Win the champion-
ship.  

On Saturday, Feb. 15, their vision 
became reality when both the girls and 
boys basketball teams were named the 
2019-2020 Upper Pee Dee Conference 
Champions. 

Both teams finished their seasons unde-
feated with a record of 13-0.  

In addition, Coach Richardene Wil-
liams and Coach Damian Days were 
named the 2019-2020 Upper Dee Con-
ference Coaches of the Year for the girls 
and boys divisions. 

Coach Richardene Williams, a native 
of Columbia, joined Lee County School 
District in 2013 and currently serves 
as a Physical Education Teacher at Lee 
Central Middle School. 

She earned a Bachelor of Science de-

gree in Physical Education from Win-
throp University and a Masters degree 
in Health Administration from Webster 
University. 

In addition to serving as the Head 
Middle School Girls Basketball Coach, 
Williams serves as the head middle 
school volleyball coach, middle school 
athletic director, certified evaluator, and 
mentor teacher. 

Coach Damian Days, a native of Harts-
ville, joined Lee County School District 
in 2015 and serves as an itinerant physi-
cal education teacher at Lower Lee and 
West Lee elementary schools. 

Coach Days earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Recreation Administration from 
Morris College and a Masters in College 
Athletic Administration from Coker Col-
lege.  

In addition to serving as the head mid-
dle school boys basketball coach, he also 
serves as the Head Varsity Cross Country 
Coach. This is the second year that Days 
has earned the title of Upper Pee Dee 
Conference Coach of the Year.  

In the 2017-2018 season, the middle 
school boys team finished undefeated 
with a record of 15-0 under Days leader-
ship.

Congratulations, Coach Richardene 
Williams and Coach Damian Days!

Lee District’s teachers named 
2019-20 Upper Pee Dee Conference 

Basketball Coaches of the Year

By Angela Crosland
Lee County School District
Special to the Observer 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Lee Central Middle School basketball coaches Richardene Williams and Damian 
Days were named the 2019-2020 Upper Dee Conference Coaches of the Year for 
the girls and boys divisions. Both the girls and boys LCMS basketball teams 
were named the 2019-2020 Upper Pee Dee Conference Champions. 

Living her dream
Kesha Hayes offers PDTS classes 

at Bishopville’s adult ed site

GEE WHETSEL/OBSERVER

Professional Development & Training Services founder Kesha Hayes, right, and 
team member Jarick Quattlebaum are pictured at the Darlington-Lee County 
Adult Education Center. PDTS is offering nurse aid, phlebotomy and EKS train-
ing programs in Bishopville. For more information, call 803-420-1930.

By Gee Whetsel
Editor

Lee County Observer, Bishopville, SC

See HAYES, Page B5 

Both LCMS boys and girls teams claim 
Upper Pee Dee Conference championships

Columnist Tammy Davis works in her 
virtual classroom--her back porch.
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wanted to do.”
 After the EMU proved ineffective in providing 

information, Laurie heard of something called a Vagus 
Nerve Stimulator (VNS), which is “basically like a 
pacemaker for your brain.”

So in June of 2018,  Luci had a surgical procedure 
to place the implant. Laurie said, it “constantly sends 
impulses to your brain to kind of shock it to keep it nor-
mal because when you have a seizure it goes haywire. 
It also has a magnet so in the event of a seizure you can 
swipe over it to send more intense impulses.”

The family was hoping that this high tech solution 
would be the answer to their prayers, but they didn’t see 
any change at all. Although adjustments were made to 
try and get a result, the VNS never worked for Luci.  

Six months after the failed VNS procedure, Laurie 
called the Medical University of South Carolina to 
make an appointment at their Comprehensive Epilepsy 
Center. Six weeks later, they headed to Charleston, 
hopeful but not really expecting much.  

Surgical procedure offers real hope
For eight years it felt like they’d been chasing their 

tails in an effort to find a treatment that would work for 
Luci.  

But Laurie says this time there was a difference. “The 
difference between these doctors and the ones we were 
seeing before, and what we believe made the difference, 
is that these doctors were epileptologists, neurologists 
who specialize in treating epilepsy,” she says. “These 
doctors were epilepsy specialists and had a higher level 
of equipment than anywhere else we had been.”

In January of 2019 Luci had her first appointment at 
MUSC with Dr. Zeke Campbell. “He said that if we 
could find where the seizures were coming from, Luci 
could possibly be a candidate for resective surgery, 
which is where you take the part of the brain out where 
the seizures originate and hopefully you don’t have 
seizures anymore,” Laurie said.

Resective surgery is not something to be undertaken 
lightly. Doctors only consider it when the use of medi-
cations has not been effective. According to the Mayo 
Clinic website: “Resective surgery, the most common 
epilepsy surgery, is the removal of a small portion of 
the brain. The surgeon cuts out brain tissues in the area 
of the brain where seizures originate, usually the site 
of a tumor, brain injury or malformation. Resective 
surgery is most often performed on one of the temporal 
lobes, an area that controls visual memory, language 
comprehension and emotions.”

In addition, not everyone is a good candidate for 
resective surgery. Laurie notes, “Dr. Campbell said that 
we needed to find where the seizures were happening 
and that it had to be in an area in the brain that could be 
removed without affecting her motor skills, memory, 
or language. And that it had to be easy to get to. There 
were a lot of ‘if’s’ involved but for the first time in eight 
years, I felt like we had hope.”

So come February, once again the Watkins family 
found themselves sitting in a hospital, waiting for Luci 
to have a seizure so her brain activity could be record-
ed. Luci had her seizure; in fact, she had about five, and 
they were able to tell they were coming from the right 
frontal area, but still needed more detailed information 
before they could proceed with the surgery.  

They returned in April and did an additional test 
where a technician from nuclear medicine sat perched 

at her bedside, ready to inject dye into her if she had 
a seizure so they could get the critical mapping they 
needed. It was almost three days into the wait and two 
minutes before they were going to call it a day when 
Luci had a seizure. They injected the dye and got what 
they needed. “It was a bad seizure but also one of the 
most important,” Laurie remembers.

The family met with Dr. William Vandergrift, the 
neurosurgeon who would be doing Luci’s surgery and 
he told them that she needed to have a Wada test. Cur-
rently, the Wada test is the only way to determine how a 
specific side of the brain works and where language and 
memory areas are located.

Luci explains, “Not everyone has to have this test, but 
I did because I’m left-handed. Because of that we didn’t 
know what side of my brain controlled my speech and 
memory. They had to put half of my brain to sleep at a 
time. They would then ask me questions or to perform 
tasks. This let them know which side was controlling 
those functions.” Again there was good news. Luci’s 
were controlled on the left side of her brain so remov-
ing a portion the right frontal lobe should not interfere 
with her memory or ability to speak.

Before the resective surgery could take place, Dr. 
Vandergrift needed even more detailed information 
about the area he would need to remove. He would per-
form a surgical procedure to place EEG leads directly 
on the surface of her brain, and she would stay in the 
EMU again for several days of monitoring afterwards 
where steps would again be taken to induce seizures.

Her mother adds, “So they placed seven EEG leads 
directly onto her brain. They drilled seven holes to 
give them more precise information to use, because the 
surgery cannot be performed unless the surgeon knows 
very precisely where the area is.”

Luci’s area of effect was unusual, right in the front of 
the frontal lobe, but that was also good because it meant 
“it would be very easy to get to and just scoop it out.”

Doctors did the seven leads test in September, and  

after looking at the results, Dr. Vandergrift told the fam-
ily he felt confident he could remove the portion of the 
brain causing the seizures with a “75 percent chance of 
success,” Laurie said.

He also told them that if they chose not to do the 
surgery and just continue with medication, “there’s only 
a five percent chance at this point that you’ll ever find 
the right medicine.”

Laurie, Luci and the entire family were ecstatic but 
still scared. “Luci was very excited about it which made 
it a lot easier for us to handle,” Laurie said.

Two months later, Luci would travel back to Charles-
ton to have a 2-inch section of her right frontal lobe 
removed. Dr. Vandergrift and Dr. Campbell warned 
them that it wasn’t uncommon to have seizures after 
the surgery because of the trauma to the brain and that 
didn’t mean the surgery was not successful.  

Two weeks after her surgery, Luci had two seizures.  
“This was around Thanksgiving and she went from 

then to January 11 of 2020, then she had another 
seizure,” Laurie said. “When we saw Dr. Vandergrift 
during the follow-up and told him about it, he said 
that he felt positive from looking at the post surgery 
MRI results that he had gotten all of the problem area. 
Dr. Vandergrift told us that it was very possible even 
though it’s not common, which a lot of what we’ve 
gone through is not common, that it was still a side 
effect from the surgery and not an indication that the 
surgery was unsuccessful. Again, we knew that only 
time would tell.”

Looking towards the future
As of March 23, Luci has gone 70 days without a 

seizure. “That’s the longest she’s gone between them in 
the last two years,” Laurie says. “We continue to take it 
one day at a time. I know Luci’s ready to move on with 
her adult life. Most of her teenage life has been eaten 
up by this whole thing. She’s excited to get to drive. 
She’s ready to live her life.”

Luci smiles. Her hair is growing out on the side 
where they did the surgery and she looks like any other 
young woman in the springtime of her life.

“People just don’t think about epilepsy much,” she 
said. “I want to share this story so that people know 
that I’m not the only one affected by epilepsy. A lot of 
people are affected by conditions like this. And a lot of 
people aren’t as lucky as me to be able to get it treated 
like I did. Others have theirs deep in their brains, hard 
or even near impossible to get to or it’s connected to a 
part that controls their memory and speech and there-
fore cannot have it removed the way I did.”

Luci’s stepfather, Alan Watkins, has seen Laurie and 
Luci, who he calls “Luci Goose,” fighting this disorder 
up close. He says, “Goose has shown a lot of resilience 
going through what she has. My brothers and I talk 
about her, how tough this fight has been for the past 
eight or nine years. The entire time she’s always been 
the same. It doesn’t get her down. She’s very optimistic 
about the future and I think that’s what has really gotten 
her to this point.”

Alan thinks Luci can teach us all an important les-
son. “I’ve been real impressed with her ability to keep 
pushing. She doesn’t complain, and she’s always the 
same person so that’s something for all of us to look at 
and realize that sometimes when we’re having a tough 
day, we just need to keep putting one foot in front of the 
other,” he said.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Cousins, left to right, Piper, Baine and Claire Wat-
kins were there with Luci, in red shirt, along with 
other family members, for surgery on Nov. 12.

Locally Owned Restaurants
You Can Support

Harry & Harry 2 - Curbside & Limited Delivery
Mon-Wed, 11 a.m. -2 p.m. - Thurs & Fri, 11 a.m.-9 p.m.
                                 803-428-4622 

Ashwood Bar & Grill  - Take Out
Mon-Sat 10 a.m.-9 p.m.

803-428-4250

Raley’s Quick Eats - Take Out & Drive-thru
Wed - Sat  - 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

803-484-6618

Waldo’s Corner Grill - Take Out
Mon - Sat  11 a.m.-8 p.m.

803-484-5775

Raley’s Lunch - Take Out
Mon - Fri - 10 a.m.-5 p.m. - Sat -10 a.m.-3 p.m.

803-484-6848

Bishopville Seafood - Take Out
803-483-1431

Big Cheese Pizza - Drive-thru
Mon - Sat 11 a.m.-8:30 p.m.

803-483-1700

OBSERVER FILE PHOTO

Way Back When
S.C. Press Association Executive Director Bill Rogers, left, and the late Observ-
er publisher Dick Scott are pictured at a Rotary Club meeting in Bishopville, 
probably some time in the early 1990s.

American Cancer Society has postponed the Relay of Life event in Bishopville. 
All other scheduled activities related to Relay are also postponed. This includes the 
Survivor Reception, and Bank Night. 

A new date will be announced when the danger of the coronavirus has passed.

• The Good Samaritans for All People Pre-Easter Giveaway on Saturday, April 4 
from 8 a.m. until noon at the old Bishopville High School football field on Main 
Street has been canceled. For more information, please call Rev. Eddie Thomas at 
803-459-4989 or Rev. Raymond Cook at 803-469-6294.

• Wateree Community Actions Inc. Head Start and Early Head Start programs are 
taking applications for the 2020-21 school year through April 30 at each Head Start 
site in Clarendon, Lee, Kershaw and Sumter counties. Services are available for low 
income and disabled children, ages birth to four years old. Interested applicants may 
apply at any Head Start site or online at www.wcai.org and click Head Start.

 

NEWS  Continued from Front
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Ashland United Methodist Church
3039 Kelley Bridge Road, East
Bishopville, SC 29010
Rev. Kim Evans

Ashwood Baptist Church
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
1075 Lake Ashwood Rd.
428-3897

Ashwood Nazarene Church
RR 1 • 428-6941

Barnettsville Baptist Church
106 Manville St., Charles Rd.
428-5282

Benjamin Chapel AME Church
Rt. 1 • 428-2644

Bethany Baptist Church
Rt. 3 • 428-5508

Bethesda Baptist Church
Main St. Extension • 437-2740

Bethlehem United Methodist
Church
115 W. Church St. • 484-6037

Beulah AME Church
Hwy. 76, Mayesville • 495-3999

Bishopville Tabneracle Ministry
29 Mendy Lane
Bishopville, SC
Non-Denomination
803-484-5227

Bishopville Presbyterian
Church
215 S. Main • 484-5441

Browntown Temple for Christ
Holiness Church
Pastor: Eld Nathaniel Dixon, Sr.
Phone: 803-428-4833
Home Phone: 428-3552

Calvary Baptist Church
495 Calvary Church Rd. • 428-6637

Cedar Creek Baptist Church
2980 Camden Hwy.
Bishopville, SC
Pastor, Bobby Wallace

Clark United Methodist Church
Rev. Bobby Shaw
Hwy. 401 • Oswego

Community Bible Church
5711 Red Hill Road
Camden, SC 29020
Pastor Rev. Jerry Peacock
803-428-6307

Cousar Memorial Presbyterian
713 E. Church St.
Bishopville 29010

Day Star Mssion Church
318 Harris Street
Bishopville, SC 29010
Pastor: Randy Wilson
803-484-5515

Deliverance Tabernacle
490 Hwy. 76, Lynchburg
437-2963

Faith Baptist Church
RR2 Box 210E • 428-6051 

Faith Baptist Church
35 Phillips Road
Bishopville, SC 29010

Faith Builders Ministries of Christ
229 N. Main Street
Bishopville, SC 29010
Pastor -Demoine Kinney 937-383-1401

First Baptist Church
229 W. Church St. • 484-5430

Ebenezer United Methodist
Church
Bishopville • 428-6963

Elizabeth Baptist Church
4986 Camden Hwy., Bishopville
428-5759
Rev. Gregory Jackson, Pastor

First Church of the Nazarene
320 N. Dennis
484-6651

Gethsemane Apostolic Church
Lynchburg • 437-2792

Greenbay Baptist Church
RR2, Lynchburg • 437-2909

Gum Springs Baptist Church
32 Boxwood Lane, PO Box 1425
Bishopville, SC • 428-2898

Hebron United Methodist Church
Una Road, Stokes Bridge

Hephzibah Bible Church
Manville-Wyacky Rd.,
Bishopville, SC 29010

House of God Church
702 W. Cedar Lane • 484-9168

Jamestown Road Church of
God
2671 Jamestown Rd. • 428-5760

Jehovan’s Witness
Rt. • 428-6209

Jericho Project
302 N. Lee St
Bishopville, SC 29010
http://www.jerichoproject.us

Jerusalem Baptist Church
P.O. Box 1001 • 428-5633

Jersalem Stuckey Baptist
Church
159 Hansel • 428-6209

Joshua Church
508 W. Church St., Bishopville
483-3030

King Emmanuel Baptist Church
Hwy. 76, Lynchburg
437-2492

Lee Co. Cooperative Ministries
315 N, Dennis Ave. • 484-6350

Liberty Hill Baptist Church
St. Charles Rd. • 428-6959 

Lucknow Baptist Church
899 Hub Kelley Road
Cassatt, SC 29032
428-6856

Lynchburg Baptist Church
Lynchburg • 437-2725

Lynchburg Charge Methodist
Church
Lynchburg • 437-2512

Mechanicsville United
Methodist Church
184 Lake Ashwood Rd.
Sumter, SC 29153
Kenneth Carter, Pastor
428-3945

Memorial Chapel Church
2509 Green Lane • 428-3454

Mizpah Baptist Church
3659 Jamestown Road
Camden, SC 29020
438-3874

Mt. Calvary Holiness Church
771 Central School Rd., Rembert
Pastor: James W. Epps, Sr.

Mt. Hermon Baptist Church
302 Woodward St. • 484-6023

Mt. Lisbon Presbyterian
Church USA
205 Mt. Lisbon Road, Bishopville, SC
428-2743

Mt. Moriah United Methodist
Church
Rev. Bobby Shaw

Mt. Pleasant AME Church
Rt. 2, Lynchburg • 437-2880

Mt. Sinai AME Church
Rt. 2, Lynchburg • 437-6015

Mt. Zion UMC
2304 Hubb Kelley Rd.
Bishopville, SC 29010
803-428-4241
Pastor Rev. Angela F. Nelson

New Bethel AME Church
40 Munnerlyn St., Bishopville
484-5694

New Bethel Baptist Church
1895 Hwy. 15, North • 481-7864

New Haven United Methodist
Church
3159 Red HIll Rd. • 428-6682

New Hope Baptist Church
Rt. 4 • 428-5241

New Life Praise Temple
101 Docs Drive • 428-2857
Bishopville,SC
www.1newlifechurch.org

New Zion AME Church
Coopers Mill Rd. • 428-3968 

New Zion AME Church
Rt. 3 • 428-6921

One Step Christian Ministries
891 Hwy. 34 Camden Hwy.
Bishopville, SC – 586-9924

Pleasant Grove Baptist
Church
1000 Pleasant Grove Rd. • 437-2900

Power of God Deliverance
Center
Elliott, SC, Hwy 527
(803) 561-9851

Red Hill Baptist Church
4695 Red Hill Road
428-5419 • Camden, SC

Sandy Bluff United Methodist Church
415 Woodham Road
Bishopville, SC
428-2646

Sandy Grove United Methodist
Church
2870 Sandy Grove Church Rd.
(803) 428-5608
Rev. Charles K. Wilson, Sr.

Sandy Grove United Methodist
Church
2875 Old Stagecoach Road
Bethune, SC
843-334-6426

Savannah Advent Christian
Church
1948 Ashland-Stokes Bridge Road
843-332-0632

Springhill United Methodist
446 Lloyd Rd., Rembert, SC
432-5989

St. Andrew Church of God
4238 Red Hill Rd., Camden, SC
428-5664

St. James Deliverance
119 St. James Rd. • 428-2335

St. John AME Church
520 S Main St. • 484-6022

St. John’s UMC
Springhill Rd. • Rembert, SC

St. Mark United Methodist
Church
Rev. Bobby Shaw
Mayesville

St. Matthew United 
Methodist Church
2144 Stokes Bridge Rd. W
Bishopville, SC 29010
803-428-5888

St. Paul United Methodist
Wisacky, 352 Lynchburg Hwy. • 
428-5870

St. Peter AME Church
Hwy. 527, Mayesville, SC
803-453-5422 Tabernacle of 
Champions
29 Mendy Lane
Bishopville, SC

Unity Mission Pentecostal
Church
71 Fleetwood Circle,
Lamar, SC
Pastor: Bishop Robert Robinson
803-428-5486

Warren Chapel United
Methodist Church
24 Backswamp Rd.
Lynchburg, SC - 437-2244

Wayside Baptist Church
Lee State Park Rd.,
Bishopville, SC 29010
428-3070

Weeping Mary Baptist Church
766 Hwy. 34
428-5419 • Camden, SC

Church Directory

Support Your Local
Church Directory

Place your ad in this space!

Call 484-9431

Subscribe to:
The Lee County

Observer
484-9431

Attend a church 
of your choice 
this Sunday!

This Directory is made 
possible by these
businesses who

encourage all of us to
attend worship serices.

Boarding - Grooming
Bait & Tackle - 803-486-5788

Pampered
Paws

ASHWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH
1054 Lake Ashwood Road
Morning Worship 11:00A.M.

Traditional Hymn Singing
Southern Gospel Music

Expository Bible Preaching
Friendly Congregation
Come Worship With Us

OBITUARIES CHURCH NEWS
• Lee County Council on Aging’s 45th Year Cel-

ebration will take place on Friday, May 1 at 6 p.m. It 
will be held at Lee Central High School cafeteria, 1800 
Wisacky Highway, Bishopville. For more information, 
email lccoa45@gmail.com

•  HARMONY SENIORS AND SENIOR FRIENDS 
FELLOWSHIPis canceling our regular monthly gather-
ing, scheduled for April 1. Now in our eighteenth year, 
this will be only our third cancellation. We hope to be 
able to resume our monthly gatherings in May. May God 
bless each of you. For additional information, please call 
(843)334-6756.

Shop
local!

DEATH  Continued from Front

A Soldier’s Journey

Thomas Slater, 93, fulfilled 
his earthly contract and took 
flight to his heavenly Home 
on Friday, March 6, 2020 at 
the McCoy Memorial Nursing 
Center in Bishopville, SC. A 
Celebration of Life Service 
was held Saturday, March 14, 
2020 at Bethel AME Church 
in Greensboro, NC with the 
Rev. Dr. Clay Barrow officiat-
ing. He was greatly admired 
and dearly loved as a Fighter, 
a Survivor and a Charismatic Character who embraced 
life’s incredible Journey with vim, vigor and vitality!

He made his grand entrance to the earthly plane as a 
“gift” to the late Janie and Warren Slater in Wisacky, SC 
on September 5, 1926. “Bubba”, as he was affectionately 
called, dedicated his life to Christ at an early age when 
he joined the New Zion AME Church in Wisacky, SC.  
He was educated in the Lee County Public Schools, 
graduating from Dennis High School. Upon graduation, 
he enlisted in the United States Army, where he served 
his country valiantly. After an honorable discharge, 
he matriculated at North Carolina A&T University in 
Greensboro, NC. He was very active and devoted to his 
Beloved Bethel AME Church in Greensboro for more 
than 60 years, where he served in several key positions 
throughout his membership.

True to his ideals of a Bold Soldier, Mr. Slater forged 
ahead in his career as a Supervisor with the Greens-
boro Manufacturing Company for more than 30 years. 
He was a servant leader and showed matchless com-
passion and respect for his employees.  Being very 
civic-minded, he cared deeply for his community.  His 
neighborhood honored him with the “Good Neighbor” 
award for his kindness and generosity of spirit.  He was 
also a proud member of Florence Memorial Lodge 719, 
Prince Hall Affiliated.

On December 30, 1955, Mr. Slater was married to the 
Love of his Life, the late Janie Toney Slater, living hap-
pily together for 57 years.

Thomas Slater loved his family as Christ loved the 
Church. He leaves to mourn his passing and celebrate 
his life: Nieces -Joyce Slater Fortune and Garcia Slater-
Byrd of Columbia, SC; Nephews – Rev. Toney Slater 
(Sherron) of Summerville, SC and Thomas “Terry” Slater 
of Wisacky. Grand Nieces – Knorcia Byrd Newman of 
Jacksonville, FL and Kimberly Mack (Jamie) of Bish-
opville; Grand Nephew – Knorphe Byrd, III of Columbia. 
One special Cousin, Betty Andrews of Greensboro and 
a host of Great Grand nieces, nephews and cousins. He 
was predeceased by his wife, Janie Toney Slater; one 
brother, Rev. Toney Slater, Sr.; three adopted brothers 
– Thomas Charles, Benny Charles, Sr. and Norwood 
Charles.

Thomas Slater was extraordinary at living an ordinary 
life! During his illness, he exhibited a warrior spirit, while 
enduring many battles.  He was indeed blessed to have 
been surrounded by an oasis of selfless love and caring 
through the many kindnesses of his Caregivers and spe-
cial Angels of Mercy in Greensboro and at the McCoy 
Memorial Nursing Center.

provide resources for her district include issues such as 
education and quality of life improvements. Lee County 
recently announced a five- year extension of a partner-
ship with Clarendon, Sumter and Kershaw Counties to 
provide a two-year scholarship, tuition free, for gradu-
ates of the public and private high schools in the four 
counties to attend Central Carolina Technical College. 

The program will allow graduates of the classes of 
2020-2024 to pursue an associate’s degree, or the first 
two years of a liberal arts degree, in over 50 different 
programs of study offered by CCTC. 

“This is a tremendous opportunity for the young 
people of Lee County to have an opportunity to achieve 
higher paying jobs, which require education degrees be-
yond a high school diploma, without the student or their 
family going into debt,” Josey said.   

Josey also supported the creation of a public trans-
portation route connecting the citizens of the lower 
end of the county to a larger network of grocery stores, 
pharmacies and medical facilities in Bishopville. “This 
bus route has established a link between the citizens of 
Lynchburg and Elliott and the much-needed resources 
available in Bishopville,” she said.

The residents of District 5 will see additional im-
provements in the area of recreational facilities in the 
community in the next 12-18 months, Josey added. 
“New playground equipment will be installed in the 
Lynchburg Town Park in 2021, and this will make the 
park much more attractive for our families to use,” she 
said.

Josey asks for the community’s continued support in 
the upcoming election to “allow me to serve my com-
munity for a third term as your representative on Lee 
County Council. I want to be a voice for the community 
and to build on the progress we have made in the past 
few years. There are a number of areas related to quality 
of life issues we need to address in Lee County, and I 
hope to work to see those improvements come to real-
ity.”

Josey she is “asking for the voters’ support in the 
Democratic Primary for Lee County Council District 5 
on June 9.” 

JOSEY  Continued from Front

Michelle Anita Stadard of Elliott will hold a book 
signing for her newly released book, Broken but not 
Bound, on May 30 at the S.C. Cotton Museum. The 
book signing will be held from 6-8 p.m. 

This is Stadard’s second book. Her son, Omani, 17, an 
honor student at Lee Central High School in the elev-
enth grade, helped his mother with the illustrations in 
Broken but not bound, which is available at Barnes and 
Noble and on Amazon.

“When you’re broken many times, it seems that pain 
will never end, it may look like there is no hope or light 
at the end of the tunnel,” Stadard says. “But God gives 
us hope in his word so that we can rest on his promises. 
He will give us strength when we have none of our own 
and he will never leave nor, forsake us.”

An author, veteran, wife and mother to five children, 
Stadard enjoys cooking, ministry, and spending time 
with family. A graduate of Mt. Pleasant High School, 
Stadard obtained her bachelor’s in Christian studies 
from Grand Canyon University in Phoenix, AZ and is 
currently enrolled in the master’s program.

“My desire is to help in the ministry of evangelism,” 
she says. “Winning souls for the Kingdom of God 
should be our first priority. There are many individuals 
who need encouragement, and I’m truly excited to min-
ister through the gift of poetry. God has given me this 
gift and I’m glad I can share it with the world. These 
poems are written to inspire and give hope and to lead 
souls to Christ.”

She goes on to say that “many times, when we’re 
broken, we seem to have lost our focus or sight of Him, 
because of all the hurt and pain we’ve had to endure. It 
is in our brokenness, that God, the Divine Potter, molds 
us into the vessel He has destined us to be. In our bro-
kenness our spirits are humbled, and we become more 
like Jesus. Then He teaches us to keep our eyes on him, 
and on the things of God, not on the pains of our past. 
He teaches us to hold on to his Word and to have faith 
in Him, and His promises. He teaches us to forgive and 
to let go. It is when we let go that He can free us, and 
we can then allow Him to assume the navigation of our 
lives. He is more than able to bring to pass all that con-
cerns you and me. In the midst of our trails and storms, 
we seem to listen to and hold on to every other voice 
but God’s. But it is when we are attuned to His voice 
that He can guide us through all the storms and trails 
and on to victory. He even returns to us the strength we 
seem to have lost in the fight.”  

Stadard to hold 
book signing May 30

Send your community news to 
the Lee County Observer.

nwilson@theleecountyobserver.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

PLACE YOUR AD IN 
101 S.C. NEWSPAPERS
and reach more than 2.1 million readers 

using our small space display ad network

South Carolina
Newspaper Network

Alanna Ritchie   888.727.7377
scnewspapernetwork.com

Statewide or regional buys available

Announcements

For Your Information

Recently diagnosed with 
LUNG CANCER and 

60+ years old? Call now! 
You and your family may 
be entitled to a SIGNIFI-

CANT CASH AWARD. Call 
844-654-4854 today. Free 

Consultation. No Risk.

Tuesday, April 7, 2020 is 
the last day to redeem 
winning tickets in the 

following South Carolina 
Education Lottery Instant 
Games: (SC1093) Neon 

1s, (SC1107) Money 
Mania, (SC1124) EZ $50s, 

(SC1142) 777

Still have life insurance? 
Need or want to access 

those funds now? If you’re 
75 or older and have a 
policy worth $100k or 

more, you may qualify for 
a cash buyout. Call Benefit 
Advance. 1-877-649-1439

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. NOT 
just a discount plan, 

REAL coverage for [350] 
procedures. Call 1-855-

397-7030 for details. www.
dental50plus.com/60   

Ad#6118-0219

Items for Sale

General Merchandise

BIG DEAL MATTRESS 
WAREHOUSE Lowest 

Mattress Prices. 803-238-
6288. 

bigdealwarehouse.com  
BRING THIS AD TO 
GET $10 OFF YOUR 

MATTRESS PURCHASE!

GENERAC Standby 
Generators. The weather 
is increasingly unpredict-

able. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 

7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!) Schedule 

your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 

1-844-775-0366  Special 
financing for qualified cus-

tomers.

NEED NEW FLOORING?  
Call Empire Today to 

schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & 

Flooring. Call Today!  844-
254-3873

OXYGEN - Anytime. 
Anywhere. No tanks to 
refill. No deliveries. The 
All-New Inogen One G4 
is only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! FREE info kit: 

833-833-1650

Two great new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how 
to get the new iPhone 
11 or Next Generation 
Samsung Galaxy S10e 
ON US with AT&Ts Buy 

one, Give One offer. While 
supplies last! CALL 1-866-

565-8453

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE 

LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-875-

2449.

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life 

Insurance! No medical 
exam or health ques-

tions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final 

expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company 
- 855-837-7719 or visit 

www.Life55plus.info/scan

AT&T Internet. Starting at 
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 

Includes 1 TB of data 
per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet 
Thing. Ask us how to bun-
dle and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call us 

today 1-866-843-6183

DIRECTV - Switch and 
Save! $39.99/month. 
Select All-Included 

Package. 155 Channels. 
1000s of Shows/Movies 

On Demand. FREE 
Genie HD DVR Upgrade. 
Premium movie channels, 

FREE for 3 mos! Call 
1-844-624-1107

DIRECTV NOW. No 
Satellite Needed. $40/
month. 65  Channels. 

Stream Breaking News, 
Live Events, Sports & On 
Demand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commitment. 

CALL 1-877-378-0180

DISH Network $59.99 
For 190 Channels! Add 
High Speed Internet for 

ONLY $19.95/month. Call 
Today for $100 Gift Card! 
Best Value & Technology. 

FREE Installation. Call 
1-877-542-0759 (some 

restrictions apply)

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 

Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! 

Call Earthlink Today 1-877-
649-9469

Viasat Satellite Internet. 
Up to 12 Mbps Plans 
Starting at $30/month. 

Our Fastest Speeds (up 
to 50 Mbps) & Unlimited 
Data Plans Start at $100/
month. Call Viasat today! 

1-866-463-8950

Auctions

ADVERTISE YOUR 
AUCTION in 99 S.C. 

newspapers for only $375. 
Your 25-word classified 
ad will reach more than 
2.1 million readers.  Call 

Randall Savely at the 
S.C. Newspaper Network, 

1-888-727-7377.

Services

Business Services

The Mercantile
FREE APPRAISALS

Office Supplies, Coins, 
Collections

SILVER & GOLD
Bill Blake

(803)243-1234 : 1110 
Broad St.

Home Repairs & Improvement

****Decks Unlimited of 
Camden, LLC. For all your 
new construction, home 
improvement or recre-

ational needs. Free esti-
mates. Licensed/Insured. 
803-309-2303/803-243-

2654

****Jim’s Home 
Maintenance Providing 
Reliable and Affordable 

Services in Kershaw 
County. Over 25 years 

experience in Lawn 
Maintenance and Home 

Improvement(Power 
Washing, Small Home 

Repairs, Seamless 
Gutters, Gutter Cleaning, 
Replacement Windows 
& Shingles & Roofing 

Repairs). FREE 
ESTIMATES. Licensed & 
Insured.   (845)548-0529

****Rogers Septic Tank 
Service 

24 Hours - Anytime Day 
or Night. 803-669-7194; 

803-309-2303 or 803-243-
2654.

****Toby W. Butler - Roof 
Leaks Fixed. Roofing, 
siding, painting, and 

carpentry work. Over 20 
years experience. All work 

with written guarantee.  
Licensed & Bonded.  Call 

(803)201-2473.

BB’s CONSTRUCTION
Septic Tank Clearing and

Backhoe work
Benny Shirley, Owner
45 Years Experience

803-600-4791

Charles R. Griffin, Sr. 
Home Improvement. 
Locally owned. Free 

Estimates.  Residential 
& Commercial. Roofing, 

Seamless Gutters/
Cleaning, Replacement 
Windows, Vinyl Siding, 

Decks, Carpentry, 
Additions. 803-572-1168.

EXTERIOR GUTTERS & 
HOME IMPROVEMENT. 

6” seamless GUTTERS  & 
all other exterior remodel-

ing. dreamgutters.com.  
803-425-7160.  

LOWEST PRICES 
ON GUTTERS- 
GUARANTEED!

JD’s Home Improvements. 
Licensed and Insured. 
Call James (803)427-

1239.

Who has been painting 
for you in Kershaw County 
since 1969?  Me,  Darrell 
McAvoy.  Call me and I’ll 

put my experience to work 
for you.  (803)438-2299 or 

803-669-5874

Lawn Care/Tree Service

***A Notch Above Tree 
Care. Top Quality Service-
Lowest Prices. Licensed//
Insured. BBB accredited. 

Call 803-983-9721 or 803-
669-3414 and save. Free 

Mulch.

BARNHILL’S TREE 
SERVICE.  Tree trimming 
& removal. Reasonable, 

Reliable, Licensed & 
Bonded. Free Estimates. 

425-7368.

Jobs

Drivers Wanted

Erosion Control Co needs 
experienced Class A 

driver. Dump truck and 
Lowboy exp a plus but 

not necessary. Must have 
clean driving record. Apply 

at 1876 Whiting Way, 
Lugoff or email resume 

to dhyman@herndoninc.
com. EOE/Drug Free

Help Wanted

Busy veterinary prac-
tice seeking veterinary 

assistant. Must be a team 
player with ability to multi-
task. Please fax resume 
including references to 

803-432-1002.

Local cabinet manufac-
turer seeking experienced 
cabinet painter. Must have 
experience with spraying. 
Experience with lacquer 
paint a plus. Call Shawn 

803-447-7667

Help Wanted - Drivers

ADVERTISE YOUR 
DRIVER JOBS in 99 S.C. 
newspapers for only $375. 

Your 25-word classified 
ad will reach more than 
2.1 million readers.  Call 

Randall Savely at the 
S.C. Newspaper Network, 

1-888-727-7377.

Real Estate

Homes For Sale

*For Sale-Awesome 
homes at Lake Wateree/
Camden/Lugoff & Elgin 

areas. View www.graham-
realtyinc.com or call 

(803)432-7370/(803)432-
0855.  Graham Realty, 

Inc., 519 E. DeKalb 
St.(Camden)

Land/Lots For Sale

8 Acres. 3 minutes to 
North Central School. 

$39,000. Owner 
Financing. 803-427-3888.
harryives@hotmail.com

National Land Realty is 
offering 49.34 +/- acres 

with two docks and many 
lakefront opportunities 
for an asking price of 

$575,000. This acreage 
could allow you to subdi-
vide one portion to resell 
and still re-gain enough 
capital to build your own 
private lake home on one 
of the smaller portions! 
With over 690  feet of 

frontage on Lake Wateree, 
numerous recreational 
opportunities such as 

sailing, boating, fishing 
and hunting are all pos-

sible. Owner is also willing 
to subdivide. Bring any 
reasonable offers. For 

more information contact 
the Listing Agent, Nick 

Ardis, at (803)236-8411 or 
nardis@nationalland.com 

today.

For Rent

****RENTALS-(All-Price 
Ranges-Starting at $400/

month.). Large/small-
5BR/4BR/3BR/2BR 

Houses/Condos/
Apartments/Mobile 

Homes(Short/Long Term).  
Plus Commercial/Office/
RetailProperty Available. 

Camden/Lugoff/Elgin 
area. Graham Realty, Inc. 

(803)432-7370 or 432-
0855

CAMDEN COVE APTS.: 
Accepting applications 

for our spacious 1, 2 & 3 
bedroom units loaded with 

modern conveniences 
including washer/dryer 

connection, private patio, 
window treatments, on 
call 24-hour emergency 

maintenance, and a 
community room. Credit 
and background check 

required. Units designed 
for persons with disabili-
ties subject to availability. 
Rental assistance avail-

able. Apply at 328 Ballfield 
Rd. or  call (803)432-

4781 for more info. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. 

Managed by Partnership

Property Management, 
an equal opportunity pro-
vider and employer. Apply 

today!

Large  mobile home LOTS 
with trees in the Cassatt 

area. Not in a mobile 
home park. Call 432-1300.

Land/Lots For Sale

ADVERTISE YOUR 
VACATION PROPERTY 
FOR RENT OR SALE 

to more than 2.1 million 
S.C. newspaper readers. 
Your 25-word classified 
ad will appear in 99 S.C. 

newspapers for only $375. 
Call Randall Savely at the 
South Carolina Newspa-
per Network, 1-888-727-

7377.

BELVIN  Continued from Front

as demonstrated by my work at Hartsville High. I’m 
retired and don’t need the job; I do it because I care. My 
time in the Navy taught me about conducting myself 
with honor and integrity in all things. I will bring that to 
my work on the school board.”

Belvin said he is running for a seat on school board 
because “I’m a resident of Lee County and I have a 
passion for seeing students in our schools succeed. 
Obviously the most important issue is that our children 
deserve a better education than what we are giving 
them. That starts with leadership on the school board.”

He said the school board and school district need to 
demonstrate “complete and open accountability to the 
public. This is a position of public trust and the voters 

deserve to know what the board and district are doing. 
If elected, I plan to help my colleagues on the board 
open the books and let the community see what’s hap-
pening in our schools and with our money.”

Belvin is an active member of Bishopville’s VFW 
and American Legion. He is a widower and the father 
of three daughters: Monica Lonon of Winston Salem, 
N.C., Angel Williams of Athens, Ga., and LaTonya 
Ham of Blythewood.

Filing for the June Democratic and Republican prima-
ries closed at noon on Monday.

A complete list of candidates can be found at scvotes.
gov

HENRY  Continued from Front

district that should not be happening. We need more 
people to stand up for our kids and show them that we 
do care. I am here to show them I care and for me, their 
education is everything.”

Filing for the June Democratic and Republican prima-
ries closed at noon on Monday, March 30. 

Local offices include sheriff, clerk of court, coroner, 
probate judge, county council (Districts 1, 2 and 5), 
school board, (Districts 1, 2, 3 and 7), soil and water 
commissioner, and state Senate (Districts 29 and 35) 
and House of Representatives (District 50).

A complete list of all candidates who filed to run in 
local elections will be in the April 8 edition of the Lee 
County Observer.
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Those words burned into Hayes’ soul 
and she never forgot them. And she also 
knew she had found her calling. “Later 
that day, I said to God, ‘I didn’t know 
what I was supposed to do, but I know 
now,’” Hayes recalls. “Either I was sup-
posed to train caregivers so they could 
properly care for these people who really 
deserve it or I’m supposed to be an ad-
vocate for seniors. I told God, ‘If you let 
me do that, I will serve you for the rest 
of my life.’”

Everything Hayes has done since then 
has been “a transition for me to have all 
the skill sets I needed.”

She has worked as a trainer at hospi-
tals; she went back to school and earned 
another master’s degree, this one in 
human resources. Hayes even went back 
to school and earned a Licensed Practical 
Nurse (LPN) diploma.

She worked at an assisted living center 
in Sumter then became a licensed admin-
istrator.

“As I learned more about seniors and 
their needs I saw along the way that 
there were caregivers who didn’t have 
the vocation to be with them,” Hayes 
said. “Their attitude, professionalism-
-just wasn’t appropriate. I decided I 
would find out how to open a CNA 
school. I wanted to be part of the training 
because you don’t just need the technical 
skills, you need the soft skills as well.”

With those goals in mind, Hayes says 
that now, “in our PDTS classes, I teach 
students to look at the individuals they 
work with as if they were themselves 
or their family members. When I talk to 
CEOs of major hospitals, because we 
refer some of our students, they tell me 
they are looking for dependability, flex-
ibility, professionalism, team building--
they want someone who can relate to the 
family and treat the resident or patient 
with respect.”

PDTS is licensed by the Department 
of Health and Human Services “for our 
nurse aide program,” Hayes said. “We 
follow their guidelines, as well as the 
Commission on Higher Education. All of 

our certificates have been approved by 
them.”

In Bishopville, PDTS offers certificates 
in nurse aide, phlebotomy and EKG.

Wanda Govan is the site manager at 
DLCAE. She said this is the first year 
PDTS has held classes in Bishopville. 
“I’m really excited because it’s bring-
ing in a different segment of the com-
munity,” Govan said. “And that’s the 
true essence of adult ed; it’s a place 
to build community, and also a place 
where partners, like PDTS, to come and 
provide services to our consumers. This 
is providing a post secondary option for 
folks. It’s been awesome so far.”

Hayes also operates a school in Lugoff 
where even more classes are offered, 
including medication technician, basic 
life support healthcare provider, clinical 
medical assistant and patient care techni-
cian.

“We started in Kershaw County 
because that’s where I’m from,” Hayes 
said. “I knew that the county needed 
those services. In Kershaw, our students 
train at our school and they also test 
there. Here in Bishopville, our students 
have the luxury of testing nationally for 
phlebotomy and EKG. Right now, they 
have to drive to Lugoff to test for the 
nurse aide state exam but we’re getting 
ready to make that available here in 
Bishopville as well.”

Hayes also started Senior Service Day 
that honors the elderly population. “Sept. 
12 is Senior Service Day and we go out 
and recognize and celebrate our ‘Aging 
Beauties’ on that day,” she said.

She is also the founder of Caring for 
Aging Beauties (CAB), a non-profit 
agency, which provides support to the 
aging population through companion-
ship. 

Hayes emphasizes caring for those 
“who made a way for us and giving back 
to those who once cared for us.” 

For Hayes, it all works together--for 
everyone’s benefit.

“So we train the students, they volun-
teer in the non-profit sector to see how to 

care for our elderly, then we place them 
in a career setting whether it be through 
our home care agency or the partnerships 
with other community members, includ-
ing assisted living centers, hospitals and 
other home health agencies. It all works 
together. Everyone’s role is important 
and everyone you take care of is impor-
tant.”

Having a satellite office in Bishopville 
“allows us to reach more people in the 
community” Hayes said. “Our goal is to 
decrease unemployment and help people 
become self-sufficient.”

There are a variety of ways students 
can get financial aid for the programs, 
Hayes said. “There are many avenues 
for help if you need it,” she said. “Here 
in Bishopville, they even have a day-
care center. There are no barriers. I have 
wonderful team members who work with 

me and we provide hands-on learning 
and promote engagement from all of our 
students. And we are so grateful to Bish-
opville for allowing us to be here.”

In March, PDTS graduated their first 
class of five students from the Bish-
opville site.

Hayes said most of the classes last five 
to six weeks. For more information, you 
can call 803-420-1930 or visit their web-
site at www.pdtsllc.com

Due to COVID-19 PDTS is temporarily 
closed for face-to-face instruction until 
further notice. “Our priority is the safety 
and well-being of all of our students, 
customers and partners,” Hayes said. 
“We will re-open as soon as it is safe 
to do so. Please continue to follow SC 
DHEC guidelines as well as information 
from the CDC.”
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LEGALS
NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS

All persons having 
claims against the fol-

lowing estates MUST file 
their claims on FORM 

#371ES with the Probate 
Court of LEE County, the 
address of which is PO 
BOX 24 BISHOPVILLE, 
SC 29010, within eight 

(8) months after the date 
of the first publication of 

this Notice to Creditors or 
within (1)  year from date 

of death, whichever is 
earlier  (SCPC 62-3-801, 
et seq.) or such persons 
shall be forever barred as 
to their claims. All claims 

are required to be present-
ed in written statements, 
indicating the name and 
the address of the claim-

ant, the basis of the claim, 
the amount claimed, the 
date when the claim will 
become due, the nature 
of any uncertainty as to 

the amount claimed and 
the date when due, and a 
description of any security 

as to the claim.
Estate: Ernest Jam-

erson Watson, Date of 
Death: 12/26/2019, Case 

Number: 2020ES3100028, 
Personal Representative: 
Sherry Reynolds Watson, 

Address: 235 Johnson 
Pond Road, Bishopville, 

SC 29010.
3/18,25,4/1

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

All persons having 
claims against the fol-

lowing estates MUST file 
their claims on FORM 

#371ES with the Probate 
Court of LEE County, the 
address of which is PO 
BOX 24 BISHOPVILLE, 
SC 29010, within eight 

(8) months after the date 
of the first publication of 

this Notice to Creditors or 

within (1)  year from date 
of death, whichever is 

earlier  (SCPC 62-3-801, 
et seq.) or such persons 
shall be forever barred as 
to their claims. All claims 

are required to be present-
ed in written statements, 
indicating the name and 
the address of the claim-

ant, the basis of the claim, 
the amount claimed, the 
date when the claim will 
become due, the nature 
of any uncertainty as to 
the amount claimed and 

the date when due, and a 
description of any security 

as to the claim.
Estate: Ruth C Frank-
lin, Date of Death: 

01/28/2020, Case Num-
ber: 2020ES3100035, 
Personal Representa-

tive: Samuel C Franklin, 
Address: 1847 Drexel 

Lake Drive Columbia, SC 
29223.

3/18,25,4/1

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

All persons having 
claims against the fol-

lowing estates MUST file 
their claims on FORM 

#371ES with the Probate 
Court of LEE County, the 
address of which is PO 
BOX 24 BISHOPVILLE, 
SC 29010, within eight 

(8) months after the date 
of the first publication of 

this Notice to Creditors or 
within (1)  year from date 

of death, whichever is 
earlier  (SCPC 62-3-801, 
et seq.) or such persons 
shall be forever barred as 
to their claims. All claims 

are required to be present-
ed in written statements, 
indicating the name and 
the address of the claim-

ant, the basis of the claim, 
the amount claimed, the 
date when the claim will 
become due, the nature 
of any uncertainty as to 

the amount claimed and 
the date when due, and a 
description of any security 

as to the claim.
Estate: Robert Jo-

sey Hearon, Jr., Date of 
Death: 02/09/2020, Case 

Number: 2020ES3100034, 
Personal Representative: 

Diane S. Hearon, Address: 
246 Ashland-Stokes 

Bridge Road Bishopville, 
SC 29010.
3/18,25,4/1

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

All persons having 
claims against the fol-

lowing estates MUST file 
their claims on FORM 

#371ES with the Probate 
Court of LEE County, the 
address of which is PO 
BOX 24 BISHOPVILLE, 
SC 29010, within eight 

(8) months after the date 
of the first publication of 

this Notice to Creditors or 

within (1)  year from date 
of death, whichever is 

earlier  (SCPC 62-3-801, 
et seq.) or such persons 
shall be forever barred as 
to their claims. All claims 

are required to be present-
ed in written statements, 
indicating the name and 
the address of the claim-

ant, the basis of the claim, 
the amount claimed, the 
date when the claim will 
become due, the nature 
of any uncertainty as to 
the amount claimed and 

the date when due, and a 
description of any security 

as to the claim.
Estate: Robert Del-

linger Walden, Date of 
Death: 02/15/2020, Case 

Number: 2020ES3100027, 
Personal Representative: 
Frances Payne Walden, 

Address: 113 Baskin 
Avenue Bishopville, SC 

29010.
3/18,24,4/1

diligent in their efforts.”
Mayor Grady Brown said the health of all residents, 

visitors and staff of Bishopville is the council’s top 
priority.

“We are closely monitoring all updates concerning the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) and are following precautions 
and guidelines provided by the Centers for Disease Con-
trol (CDC), as well as federal, state and  local officials.”

Beginning last Tuesday, all city of Bishopville facili-
ties, with the exception of the police department, were 
closed to the public.

City services will continue and city offices will still be 
accessible by telephone Monday through Friday from  8 
a.m. until 5 p.m. 

During this time, city officials are asking that all 
water/sewer and garbage payments be made by leaving 
the payment in the drop box at city hall. The city will 
continue with trash pickup as usual, but other sanitation 
services will operate on a modified schedule. You can 
call city hall for more information at 803-484-5948.

The mayor noted that no one will have their water ser-
vices disconnected for non-payment during the declared 
state of emergency but customers are responsible for 
paying their utility bills. “This is not a free service,” he 
said. “These accommodations have been put into place 
to assist those individuals who are being impacted by 
the COVID-19 state of emergency.”

On Saturday, state officials confirmed three new cases 
of COVID-19 in Lee County, in the 29010 zip code. 
That brings the total number of cases to five here. No 
other details have been released about the individu-
als who have tested positive for the coronavirus in Lee 
County.

CITY  Continued from Front

For the safety and well-being of our patients and staff 
members, CareSouth Carolina is implementing several 
changes to its normal patient experience.

As the COVID-19 (coronavirus) outbreak continues 
to spread across the United States and the rest of the 
world, CareSouth Carolina is actively monitoring the 
situation and putting procedures in place to help combat 
the spread of the virus. 

Here are a few things to know about your patient 
experience at CareSouth Carolina during this time:

What if I am coming for a sick visit?
If you’re sick, suffering with an injury or even have a 

condition that isn’t under control- like high blood pres-
sure that is being closely monitored- CareSouth Caro-
lina will continue to see you normally in the office.

Upon arrival, you’ll be greeted by a staff member 
at the front. Every person entering the office will be 
screened and have their temperature taken. After that, 
the staff will determine if you need a mask. If a patient 
has a fever, CareSouth Carolina will take them into a 
patient room- rather than waiting in the lobby- to ex-
pose the least amount of people as possible. 

“At the front doors of our offices, we are having a 
screening team in place,” CareSouth Carolina CEO Ann 
Lewis said. “Going through this process could confus-
ing to folks. We need to make our premises as safe as 
possible, not only for those who are seeking us for their 
needs, but also for our staff.”

Visitors are limited to the patient and one other “at-

tendant,” who is there in some “assistance capacity” 
and CareSouth Carolina is asking that people not bring 
their children with them if at all possible.

“We’re not sure how long this will last, but we need 
to be active right now,” Lewis said. 

What if I have a regular follow-up visit?
CareSouth Carolina is advising patients to call before 

they come to the office. For patients who are not sick 
(those who have wellness or routine follow-up visits), 
we are offering to re-schedule or to have a telehealth/
telecommunication visit with a provider as a way to 
protect them from being potentially exposed.

“In an alternative for patients who were coming in for 
wellness visits or routine follow-up, we have imple-
mented telehealth visits,” Lewis said. “We have a whole 
team who is dedicated to checking in with patients, see-
ing if there is a need and a way to do a video conference 
or talk on the phone. We have a good system in place.”

Are the CSC Community Pharmacies still open?
All CSC Community Pharmacies will remain open 

and providers can call-in medicine for those patients 
who are in need of prescription refills. 

“Rest assured, we’re doing everything that we can to 
accommodate that,” Lewis said. 

CareSouth Carolina operates CSC Community Phar-
macies in Hartsville, Bishopville, Latta, Bennettsville, 
Cheraw, Society and McColl. All of our pharmacies are 
open from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

CareSouth Carolina changing patient 
experience amidst COVID-19 outbreak

HAYES  Continued from B1
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Kesha Hayes demonstrates how to use some of the equipment in the nurse aid 
classroom at DLCAE. “I’m so grateful to Lee County for allowing us to come in 
and partner with them, to teach these classes,” Hayes said.
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Early Notice and Public Review of a Proposed 
Activity in a 100-Year Floodplain/Wetland

To:  All interested Agencies Federal, State, and Local Agencies, Groups and Indi-
viduals

This is to give notice that the City of Bishopville under Part 58 has determined 
that the following proposed action under the Community Development Block 
Grant Program, CDBG #4-CI-19-003 is located in the 100-year floodplain/wetland, 
and the City of Bishopville will be identifying and evaluating practicable alterna-
tives to locating the action in the floodplain/wetland and the potential impacts 
on the floodplain/wetland from the proposed action, as required by Executive 
Order 11988 and 11990, in accordance with HUD regulations at 24 CFR 55.20 
Subpart C, Procedures for Making Determinations on Floodplain Management 
and Protection of Wetlands.  

The purpose of the project is to install approximately 2,550 linear feet of new 
24-inch wastewater line within existing easements adjacent to the existing waste-
water line. The proposed project(s) is located in the northeast quadrant of the 
City of Bishopville, and includes a path of approximately 2,550 linear feet start-
ing just West of Fountain Hills Drive between Dogwood Dr and the Coca-Cola 
Bottling Plant and ending approximately 2000ft northwest, south of Dixon Drive 
Bishopville, SC, Lee County. The existing 12-inch wastewater line will be removed 
once the new line is operational. Based on the Flood Insurance Rate Maps pub-
lished by FEMA for Lee County, South Carolina (map #s 45061C0151C and 0153C, 
effective November 19, 2008), areas of the project are located in Zone A, areas 
inundated by the 100-year frequency flood event and Zone AE, Zone AE (EL 175-
197), areas located in the 100-year flood boundary with a base flood elevation 
of 175-197 feet. The project area includes a small non-tidal swamp wetland of 
approximately 1.01 acres, as well as 2.5 acres of floodplain, on which tempo-
rary impacts will occur. Swamps are characterized by saturated soils during the 
growing season and standing water during certain times of the year. Swamps also 
provide natural water quality filtration and wildlife habitat. Although temporar-
ily, these natural and beneficial values could potentially be adversely affected by 
the project. The proposed temporary impacts will consist of trench excavation, 
temporary side casting of material, and placement of timber/equipment mats 
within these wetlands.

There are three primary purposes for this notice. First, people who may be af-
fected by activities in floodplains/wetlands and those who have an interest in the 
protection of the natural environment should be given an opportunity to express 
their concerns and provide information about these areas. Commenters are en-
couraged to offer alternative sites outside of the floodplain/wetland, alternative 
methods to serve the same project purpose, and methods to minimize and miti-
gate impacts. Second, an adequate public notice program can be an important 
public educational tool. The dissemination of information and request for public 
comment about floodplains/wetlands can facilitate and enhance Federal efforts 
to reduce the risks and impacts associated with the occupancy and modification 
of these special areas. Third, as a matter of fairness, when the Federal govern-
ment determines it will participate in actions taking place in floodplains/wet-
lands, it must inform those who may be put at greater or continued risk.

Written comments must be received by the City of Bishopville at the following 
address on or before April 16, 2020: City of Bishopville, 135 E. Church Street, Bish-
opville, SC 29010, phone number 803-484-5948, Attention: Suzette Robinson, In-
terim City Administrator. A full description of the project may also be reviewed 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at same address as above. Comments may also be 
submitted via email at suzettekrobinson78@yahoo.com.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
AND

PLAN AVAILABILITY FOR REVIEW
Sumter County Regional HOME Consortium 5 Year Consolidated Plan 

For the Period: April 1, 2020 to March 31, 2025
AND

First Year Annual Action Plan
For the Period: April 1, 2020 to March 31, 2021

The Sumter County Regional HOME Consortium (SCRHC) invites citizens to 
comment on its Draft Five-Year Consolidated Plan which covers the period April 
1, 2020 to March 31, 2025 and its Draft First Year Annual Action Plan which 
covers the period April 1, 2020 to March 31, 2021. The Draft Plans will be 
available for review from April 1, 2020 to May 1, 2020 at the Santee-Lynches 
Regional Council of Governments’ office at 2525 Corporate Way, Suite 200, 
Sumter, SC and at the following locations: Clarendon County Administrative 
Offices, Manning, SC; Kershaw County Government Center, Camden, SC; Lee 
County Courthouse, Bishopville, SC; Sumter County Administrative Offices, 
Sumter, SC. The plan is also available on Santee-Lynches Regional Council of 
Governments’ web site www.santeelynchescog.org

Copies of the Plans will be provided upon request. Comments may be submitted 
in writing to Dennis Cyphers, Chief, Government Services Department, Santee-
Lynches RCOG, 2525 Corporate Way, Suite 200, Sumter, SC 29154.

A “virtual” Public Hearing to review the Plans and receive additional com-
ments will be held Thursday, April 16, 2020, at 6:00 p.m. at the Santee-Lynches 
Regional Council of Governments’ office at 2525 Corporate Way, Suite 200, 
Sumter, South Carolina. Anyone interested in joining the public hearing through 
remote access should call 877-594-8353. When prompted, you should enter the 
Participant Pass Code: 42390843.

This public hearing concerns the Sumter County Regional HOME Consortium’s 
Five-year Consolidated Plan and the first-year Annual Action Plan, which are 
strategies to be followed in carrying out the HUD Programs and provides the 
basis for assessing the performance of the Sumter County Regional HOME Con-
sortium. The Five-year Plan and Annual Action Plan will be submitted to the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) on or about April 17, 
2020 The Five-year Plan will outline the availability and utilization of HUD 
HOME funds for a period of five years. The Annual Action Plan will outline the 
availability and utilization of HUD HOME funds for the period April 1, 2020 to 
March 31, 2021.

This Public Hearing and the matters to be discussed are subject to the provisions 
of the Sumter County Regional HOME Consortium’s Citizen Participation Plan, 
developed in anticipation of participation in the Federal HUD HOME Program, 
which provides for the participation of the citizens of Clarendon, Kershaw, Lee 
and Sumter Counties, as well as the citizens of the City of Sumter in the planning 
and implementation of projects with HUD HOME funds.

The Sumter County Regional HOME Consortium and its Member Local Gov-
ernments do not discriminate on the basis of age, color, religion, sex, national 
origin, familial status or disability in the admission of, access to, or treatment 
regarding employment in its federally assisted programs or activities.  

Dennis Cyphers, Chief, Government Services, (803) 774-1377, has been desig-
nated to coordinate compliance with the nondiscrimination requirements con-
tained in the U.S. Department of HUD’s regulations.

Families are being creative when it comes to 
entertaining their youngsters who have been 
out of school for several weeks now due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. Bear scavenger hunts are 
being done all over S.C. neighborhoods to keep 
the children busy. Based on a book called “We’re 
going on a bear hunt,” where a family starts walk-
ing around their neighborhood and eventually finds 
a bear, folks are pitching in and putting bears out 
where kids like Burns and Lawson Tindal of Bish-
opville can see them and take a picture. The boys’ 
grandmother, Jeanie Davis said, “Most of the time 
the boys find the bears while they are out walking 
around the neighborhood. They love it!”

PHOTOS PROVIDED

We’re going on a bear hunt!

Send us photos of how you and your family are spending your days these days! 
gatkinson@theleecountyobserver.com


