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• The regular meeting
of Lee County Disabilities
and Special Needs and
Lee County Special Housing Boards will be held
at 4:30 p.m. on April 8,
2020 via teleconference.
If you would like to join
this meeting, please call
803-484-9473 ext. 229.
• The city of Bishopville’s April 7 city
council meeting and the
Tuesday, April 14 Crime
Stoppers meetings have
both been cancelled due
to the coronavirus.
• During the COVID-19
pandemic, Clemson University Cooperative Extension is committed to
protecting its employees
and public health while
continuing to serve the
citizens of South Carolina. Therefore, County
Extension offices are
closed to the public until
further notice to maximize social distancing.
Extension Agents will
continue to be available to answer questions through telephone,
email, and other distance
technologies. If you need
assistance with large soil
sample orders or 2020
Dicamba trainings/certificates, or other questions, please contact:
Hannah Mikell by phone
803-553-7244 or email
hmikell@clemson.edu or
David DeWitt by
phone 843-229-7994,
email dewitt4@clemson.
edu
• CCTC’s May 2020
Commencement Ceremonies have been
postponed, as well as
all health care pinning
ceremonies. The college
is looking at alternative
options. CCTC will provide more information
once details are known
regarding next steps.
Students who have applied and are eligible for
graduation will receive
additional information
in their CCTC email account.
• The 2020 Lynchburg Magnolia Festival,
usually held in May, has
been canceled this year
due to concerns about
the coronavirus.
• Wateree Community
Actions Inc. Head Start
and Early Head Start
programs are taking applications for the 202021 school year through
April 30 at each Head
Start site in Clarendon,
Lee, Kershaw and Sumter
counties. Services are
available for low income
and disabled children,
ages birth to four years
old. Interested applicants
may apply at any Head
Start site or online at
www.wcai.org and click
Head Start.
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Coroner announces
two coronavirus
deaths in Lee County
COVID-19 cases continue to climb.
Everyone is urged to stay at home.
By Gee Whetsel
Editor

Lee County Observer, Bishopville, SC

Lee County had two confirmed deaths due to the coronavirus as of
Sunday, April 5.
Lee County Coroner Larry Logan said a Bishopville woman in her
70s died March 30 from complications of the coronavirus. It was the
first death linked to the virus in the county. Logan said the woman,

GEE WHETSEL/OBSERVER

Robert E. Lee Academy held a “drive through” for parents and
students Thursday. Teachers lined the parking lot and waved to
their students from a safe distance as they drove by.

who had underlying health conditions, had been in a Hartsville hospital since March 19.
On Sunday, the county was notified that a second county resident
had died as a result of the virus. The second individual was also elderly and had underlying health conditions, officials said.
Lee County Administrator Alan Watkins said, “All elected officials
and employees of Lee County government would like to extend our
heartfelt condolences to the families of the deceased. We are sorry
for their loss and they will remain in our prayers during this difficult
time.”
On Sunday, Lee County received confirmation of one new case of
COVID-19 in the county. “This brings the total for confirmed cases in
the county to 17, with two confirmed deaths,” Watkins said.
DHEC reported the state had a total of 132 new cases on Sunday,
which brought the total number of cases to 2,049 in South Carolina.
The counties in our area had the following numbers of confirmed
cases of COVID 19/Coronavirus as of Sunday: Kershaw - 148, Sumter
- 80, Clarendon - 54, Florence - 36, Darlington - 19, Lee- 17.
Those numbers are growing daily and President Trump said the
country should brace for challenging days ahead.
Health officials said this week would be “the hardest and saddest
week” of Americans’ lives as the coronavirus is expected to peak in
many areas.
U.S. Surgeon General Jerome Adams said in an interview with Fox
See COUNTY, Page B4

Filing for 2020 primaries, general election closes

Two school board
seats contested
By Gee Whetsel
Editor

Lee County Observer, Bishopville, SC

Although it’s hard to focus on anything
except the coronavirus these days, there
are other things quietly happening in Lee
County.
Filing for the June 9 Democratic and
Republican primaries closed March 30
at noon. Run-offs are scheduled for June
23. The statewide general election is
Nov. 3.
Lee County Board of Voter Registration and Elections Director Stan Barnhill
said this was an “irregular year” for filing
with fewer candidates seeking office. He
said there has been no word yet from the
state election commission on any changes that may have to be made for the June
primaries due to the highly contagious
coronavirus.
In Lee County elections, only two seats
on this year’s primary ballot are contested and both of those are for the Lee
County School Board. Four out of the
seven seats on school board are up for
election.
Marcia Henry and Lucretia Mack both
filed for the District 7 seat. The seat is

currently held by school board chair
Sanya Moses, who did not file for reelection.
Incumbent Queenie Boyd and Joshua
Caughman both filed for the District 3
seat.
Political newcomer Democrat Echo
Belvin, who filed for the District 2 seat
on Lee County School Board, will face
no opposition. Incumbent Dottie Baker
did not file.
In addition, incumbent Johnny
McDuffie will face no opposition for the
District 1 seat on the school board.
All other local races only had one person file for the seat.
The three Lee County Council incumbents--Jackie Josey, District 5; Travis
Windham, District 1; and Ron Fountain,
District 2--face no opposition.
Lee County incumbents Sheriff Daniel
Simon, Coroner Larry Logan, Clerk of
Court Teresa Brown and Probate Judge
Michael have no opposition.
Other races that will be on the ballot
include:
• State Senate District 35, which covers
portions of Kershaw, Lee, Richland and
See SEATS, Page A6

It takes 10 minutes or less

Results of 2020
Census shape your
community’s future

The time is to help shape your future and your community’s future, by responding to the 2020 Census.
Most households received their invitation to respond
to the 2020 Census between March 12-20. Everyone
had the option of completing the Census online or by
mail. Many households received a paper questionnaire
(sometimes known as the census form).
Lee County Administrator Alan Watkins and members
of the county council encourage everyone to please fill
out their 2020 Census form, whether by mail or online.
“We are putting out reminders on social media and
encouraging everyone to please complete their Census
form either online or the mailed questionnaire which
can be filled out and mailed back in, no postage reSee CENSUS, Page B5

Children
still play
The coronavirus pandemic is certainly changing how we live our daily
lives. In the midst of the
fear, worry and uncertainty that surround the
pandemic, and the effect
it is having on our world,
it is easy to feel overwhelmed and anxious.
That is when it is good to
stop and remember that
the sun still rises every
morning, that spring is
here and crops are being
planted by our farmers,
that children are outside
and playing. And that life
is going on.

Please send your
communtiy news to
nwilson@theleecountyobserver.com

LILLIAN TURNER/OBSERVER
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How can you use ‘shelter in place’ to help your children?
You have heard the old adage about
life’s giving you a lemon and your
making lemonade. There’s definitely an
element of truth for the positive thinker.
Among other categories of life, it applies
to education, to our children’s learning.
Your children likely rejoiced on hearing the news that school was suspended
for several weeks, later for several
months. At first, the thought must have
been no school, no tests, no homework.
In actuality, that means no learning.
And that translates into limited future
job opportunities and family income.
Your first thought likely dealt with the
problem of having children under foot
all day long, with feeding them, and with
providing care while you work and/or
run errands.
So what can you do? Make lemonade. First, set up a “home school”
center which is quiet and observable.
That means, no television, no ear buds,
no cell phones except when studying
assignments – that’s why you need to be
nearby – no computer except for assignments.
The National Academy of Science
puts it clearly, “The brain can’t be in
two places at once.” That also means no
sibling rivalry, no whining, no constant
demands for attention. There is room
here for sitting in a corner – facing the
wall – and completing assignments.
What assignments? Teachers are likely
to have provided lessons to be learned.
Those lessons address state standards
and expectations for children (including
high school students) to learn throughout
the remainder of the school year.
Although the president has directed
that standardized achievement tests
need not be administered this spring, he
cannot direct that students learn. You
have much more to say about that – if
you choose to accept that responsibility.
If your child does not learn math and
reading and composition and science and
social studies (and more), you will not
be able to blame the school. The persons
(adult and juveniles) in the mirror will be
the culprits.

Some of you may contend that
a large children’s collection in
you don’t have the expertise to
your home – and you should
teach your children. While that
have! – you can access free
may be true, there are some
books and stories on the Intercommon-sense practices you can
net. Some of them you can read
use, strategies that don’t even
to your toddler or preschooler.
require a high school degree.
Meanwhile, use practical exFirst of all, people learn best
amples, such as having a child
when they encounter examples
read you a recipe as you cook or
Dr. Richard
of the assignment, whether it is a
bake.
Culyer III
Reading Consultant
manual to put items together or
Lakeshore Publishing prowhether it is a simple explanavides a free monthly calendar
tion of each individual step in completof writing prompts for every day of the
ing an activity.
year. Since children need far more writExample: Your child does not know
ing practice than they can get at school,
his basic facts – addition, subtraction,
the prompts (eg., If I …) can meet an
multiplication, and division. First graders immediate need. You can then use their
should be able to add up to 10 plus 10
compositions to teach spelling words,
quickly.
five at a time for younger children and
Second graders should be able to subten for upper elementary and above.
tract with regrouping (e.g., 18-9, 17-9,
You can also look at a composition and
17-8). They should be able to do so unnotice if correct punctuation and capitalder timed conditions rather than counting ization are practiced and if the ideas are
on their fingers. To make the task easier,
organized. Of course, children should
they should do the examples in parts
proofread their work first (which they
(e.g., adding 0+1 up through 0+10 and
HATE to do). And, to make the practhen doing the ones table and then zero
tice realistic, have them write letters to
and ones tables together.
grandparents, friends, and even political
Third graders should know how to
figures.
multiply, first by one-digit numerals
Perhaps they can write an essay about
(e.g., 17 x 9) and later by two digits.
the foolish activities in which some
Fourth graders should be able to divide
thoughtless people engage. And how
by one digit and later two digits.
about describing the positive effects of
Of course, there are written problems.
life at home in a letter to the editor or
Your child likely has either a math book
keeping a diary or journal, which will
or math sheets that provide examples at
become a treasured item in the near
the top. For more practice, simply type
future?
in the key word (e.g., fractions, decimals,
It may be possible for an older sibling
equations) on the computer and locate a
to help teach a younger one. I know
free site. There are many games, practice a six-year-old who loves to teach her
sheets, and quizzes. You don’t need to
five-year-old sister who, in turn, loves
know all of the content. Your child just
to teach her four-year-old brother, who
needs to follow the examples and explawants to learn what the older siblings
nations.
know.
Or take reading. Even with school and
There are also a few selected televitown libraries closed, you need a steady
sion programs that focus on science and
supply of appropriate level books for
social studies. Take advantage of them
your child to read – 30 minutes a day for and have the children discuss the content
first graders and one hour daily for older with each other or with you – even if you
students.
are not watching them because of your
No longer can they claim they don’t
household chores.
have enough time! If you don’t have
For listening and speaking (except for

children who never seem to shut up!),
telephone calls to Grandma and Grandpa
or Aunt and Uncle are good possibilities.
Maybe one of them will have a story to
read to the younger ones.
Or perhaps a child can interview older
kinfolks to ask what life was like long
ago. That can become an excellent social
studies lesson and, when combined with
a written “report” to save for the future,
a way of killing several birds with one
stone. After all, the older folks themselves may be sheltering in place and
welcome the contacts.
And let’s not forget social skills. Siblings who pick at each other, make snide
remarks, and manage to annoy each
other and their parents have a special
need to “grow up” in the increasingly
confined society facing them. They need
to be educated by parents on the coronavirus and its implications as well as their
responsibility to sacrifice some of their
desires for the well-being of the entire
family and, for that matter, the community at large.
Now is a great time to address manners, concern for others in general and
for those who are experiencing serious
health issues as well as financial problems, and kindness to everyone.
The shelter-in-place requirement offers
an abundant opportunity to think about
what they can do to make the family
environment safer and more peaceful
and productive. It also is a good time
for children to think of how far behind
they may be when school begins anew,
perhaps in late August if all goes well.
Not only have they lost two or three
months of instruction in school, but they
may also fall farther behind during the
summer months (which characterizes
children with lower reading ability).
Hopefully, they will come to realize
that they are making or interfering with
their futures by what they do during the
interim.
It can be a lemon for them, or it can
be real lemonade. You and they must
decide.

School district’s meal delivery schedule
will now be once a week on Mondays
Meals can be picked up at regular bus stops beginning at 8:30 a.m.

Lee County School District’s meal delivery schedule has changed from three days per week to once per
week, as of April 6.
Each student will be given a package containing
enough food items for five breakfast meals and five
lunches. This meal distribution schedule will continue
throughout the mandated school closure period. The
district will also provide meals on Monday, April 13,
which is the first day of Spring Break.
Buses will run their regular bus routes for the deliveries which should begin at 8:30 a.m. and continue until
they have completed their routes. Students and/or parents are encouraged to stand at their bus stops to receive
their packages each Monday morning.
If you have questions, concerns or suggestions please
contact at us at (803)486-5626.
The district continues to update students and parents

concerning any developments, including making sure
all students are being provided with virtual learning
or receiving printed packets of lessons. The district
is using Zoom and Google Classroom, phone calls,
emails, websites and school messenger to keep parents
informed.
Teachers, teacher assistants and administrators are all
working virtually and only in the office on an as-needed
basis.
Report cards were issued last week for the third quarter of school. Assignments will continue to be graded.
Lee County Superintendent of Education Dr. Wanda
Andrews said on April 8, the district will distribute cap
and gowns to the class of 2020.
“Whatever the district can do to help make this year
memorable for the senior class will be scheduled when
we are permitted to reopen,” she said.
BRAD BOCHETTE

Robert E. Lee hires
new Head of School
Bochette will assume duties June 1

LILLIAN TURNER/OBSERVER

Lunch is served!

Local children, these who attend school in the Darlington County School District, pick up their lunch near
the Family Dollar in Lydia. Lee County and many of the surrounding school districts are providing free
breakfasts and lunches for their students during this time of nation-wide crisis.
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The Robert E. Lee Board of Directors announced last
week they have hired a new Head of School.
Brad Bochette will assume the role of Head of School
on June 1, 2020.
A news release on the school’s Facebook page reads,
“Our school has been very blessed in our leadership and
we believe we will continue to thrive with Mr. Bochette
as well. Mr. Bochette brings 28 total years of educational experience to Robert E Lee.”
A graduate of Florence Christian School, Bochette
attended Liberty University and graduated from Francis
Marion University with a Bachelor’s of Science degree
in sociology and psychology.
In 2018, he began work on his Master’s of Educational Leadership at Piedmont International University.
Bochette is scheduled to graduate in December 2020.
The news release continues, “Mr. Bochette is an enthusiastic team builder and is excited to get to know the
faculty and families of Robert E Lee. We would like to
welcome him to our Cavalier family!”
Maria Watson is the current Head of School at REL.
Lee Academy is a fully accredited K3-12th grade
independent school with a curriculum that provides a
strong academic foundation geared to prepare students
for future success.
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Spring is here and I am back!

‘Virtual’ Pajama Day at Robert E. Lee!

It’s a beautiful spring day. The
sound of mowing (yeah, the mower is
repaired and I’m not running it) fills
the air and drowns out bird songs.
Unfortunately, one of the feral cats
got another red bird. That is two by
my count. I hope Mama cardinal is
not sitting on the nest waiting for her
mate to come back with food for the THE PERIPATETIC
children.
GARDENER
Yellow pollen covers my blue
Bobbi Adams
Honda, turning it chartreuse.
You may have missed my column. Thanks to those
who noticed its absence and mentioned it to me.
Fire ants have had their last supper. The same youngster pushing the mower broadcast the bait, which foraging workers take back to the queen. I seldom mound
treat.
The queen, a real egg-laying machine, may be inground as much as 80 feet away from the mound, you
see. Look for your ant treatment container to be labelled
“bait.”
The George L. Tabor at the front door is in full bloom.
A landscaping mistake, for sure. I love the flowers but
the plant is much too tall and wide to be planted at the
front door or used as a foundation plant.
It does much better as a border plant to grow tall and
wide. Elsewhere on the street it is pruned incorrectly
with hedge trimmer so its natural form and the flowers
are cut off.
This all I can write in length until I get correct glasses,
but the retina specialist is so pleased with the monthly
shots in the eyeballs he has given me, that I do not have
to go back for seven weeks.
Much thanks to my friends, who have served as drivers to Sumter.

With spring here, azaleas are in full bloom all around
Bishopville.
PHOTOS PROVIDED

School may be closed but that doesn’t mean youngsters can’t still participate
in Spirit Week at Robert E. Lee Academy. Last Monday was Pajama Day and
quarantined families shared photos on Facebook of their kids. Top left, Olivia
and Lennon Kelly, top right, Burns and Lawson Tindal, above left and right, Paxton and Blake Atkinson participated in Pajama Day and learned about Daniel in
the lion’s den during their daily Bible study.

GET THE SPEED YOU NEED

Surf, stream, work from home, complete online schoolwork and much more.
FTC offers an uninterrupted connection with speeds up to a gigabit.

Been there,
done that
By Lillian Turner
Staff Writer

Lee County Observer, Bishopville, SC

Today, many of us will hunker down
on our sofas as we switch on the news or
steel ourselves as we light up our computer screens. Into the stillness of our
home, we will let in the whirling nonstop, everchanging information about a
virus called COVID-19.
We will feel what has become a familiar sense of dread as the number of cases
in our state and county is revealed. That
nagging sense that the world has spun
out of control and we can do nothing to
right it is always with us these days.
However, as Americans and as South
Carolinians, let’s not forget: This ain’t
our first rodeo.
Back in the day—way, way back in the
day—before South Carolina was known
as the birthplace of shag, it had a different claim to fame.
Starting in the 1680’s and continuing
right up into the 1900’s, South Carolina
was known as a very unhealthy place to
whittle away your hours.
In fact, in the 1700’s in England, the
Brits had a proverb, “They who want to
die quickly, go to Carolina.” Not much
of a selling point for tourism or colonization.
The winter 2003 issue of American
Entomology carried an article entitled
“Legacy of Death: The History of
Arthropod-Borne Human Diseases in
South Carolina” by Peter H. Adler and
Williams Wills.
I do not know Mr. Adler or Mr. Wills
personally, but I do appreciate them slogging through mountains of historical data

to present this overview of what a dismal
state of affairs existed in South Carolina
over the years.
(And just so you know the “arthropod”
classification here is focused on insects
like mosquitoes, flies, ticks, and fleas—
of which the state has no shortage.) You
should Google it and give it a perusal.
It can be a little overwhelming to read,
but here’s my main takeaway (and it’s
a wonderful thing): if you come from
South Carolina stock, in order for your
people and their gene pool to have survived, they had to be made of pretty stern
stuff.
And hats off to the Lowcountry folks,
as they really had some relentless little
buggers to deal with. (If you are a recent
immigrant to our sunny state, sorry, this
might not apply to you.)
So, just so you see what I’m getting at
here, many of the acute infectious diseases of yore were conquered or at least
controlled.
It was the long growing season, the
beautiful weather, and the abundance of
water that created such a haven for the
insects that carried the diseases that so
beleaguered our ancestors.
Paradoxically, those are the same
conditions that make our state such a
wonderful place to live and visit. And
you’re here now because those earlier inhabitants dug in their heels, gritted their
teeth and said, “Not today, Virulence!”—
or something to that effect.
So, if there is anything our history can
teach us, it is this. Hang in there. This too
shall pass.
And we’ll be the stronger for having
made it through.
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Working from Home

E-learning

Streaming

With higher internet speeds, you’ll enjoy:
Using multiple PCs, laptops and tablets at the same time
Increased reliability, efficiency and productivity
Faster download speeds for improved streaming

Plus, with FTC you get free Wi-Fi!
Internet Speeds

Internet Only
(per month)

Internet Rate when Bundled
with Voice Line (VoIP) and
Connections Discount
(per month)*

25 Mbps

$54.95

$34.95

50 Mbps

$59.95

$39.95

100 Mbps

$69.95

$49.95

500 Mbps

$79.95

$59.95

1 Gig

$89.95

$69.95

All speeds come with
10 free email accounts

*Voice Line (VoIP) charge of $24.95/mo. is in addition to rates listed for internet package. Prices shown are residential rates. Listed speeds comply with FTC’s Open Internet Statement.

See details online or call today!

ftcinet.com | 888-218-5050
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OPINION
Margaret's Words of Wisdom
Being negative only makes
a journey more difficult.
You may be given a cactus,
but you don’t have
to sit on it.
Provided by Margaret Copeland

OBSERVER FILE PHOTO

Way Back When

Maybe you are old enough to remember the wonderful sidewalk sales on Main Street held by Ginsberg’s
Ladies Shop! This is one is from “way back when” and shows, left to right: Lois Holland, Becky Riley, Ann
Bowen and Margie Duffie, checking out the deals on fashion.

No Easter for America?
Dr. Glenn Mollette

Because of Covid-19 many churches will not be in
their sanctuaries for Easter, April 12, 2020.
Easter Sunday can fall on any date between March
The ole days were com22nd and April 25th. The dates change because Easpletely different from our
ter happens on the Sunday following the Paschal Full
modern days. Days of each
Moon. The word Paschal means “Passover” in Greek
week would bring to us
which is a transliteration of the Hebrew word pesach.
country folks new enlightThe Paschal Full Moon is the first full moon after the
enment in our humble
Spring Equinox. This is sometimes referred to as the
living. Our weight control
Egg Moon. This moon sometimes occurs in March and
consisted of duties around
sometimes in April. So, April 12 is not locked in for
the farm.
Easter every year, but it is the date for 2020.
Relaxing conversation
Easter 2020 will be remembered for a very long time
for the most part was sitting
as
the Sunday America had no Easter. Or, the Easter
around with family at night
where
churches did not gather in small and large buildby the cracking of an oakwood fire and oil lamp. Wakings.
This
is disappointing to multitudes. It is the “one”
ing up with the morning at sunrise was by the call of the
roosters after a night of falling asleep to the whisper of Sunday that many Americans attend church. Globally,
churches pull out all the stops for presenting their best
the whippoorwills.
music. Ministers have been working the last several
After breakfast, the hitching of the mules, horses, or
weeks polishing up their sermons. But it’s the same
oxen to the right farm implement started the day off.
Hoes and plows were used to eliminate grass and weeds. story, the old story that, once a year, people come to
There weren’t any insecticides or herbicides.
hear.
Public water consisted of a round well or pump that
Some people still buy new clothes for Easter. Amerimust be primed. If you failed to save enough water to
cans are more casual than ever but retailers still make
prime the pump, you might be forced to walk to the
out good for Easter, but not this year. Macy’s and other
nearest water source, which could be the swamp.
retailers just furloughed hundreds of thousands of
Earlier in farm life there wasn’t any motorized veworkers. For these retailers Easter has been cancelled
hicles. Riding on the back of a cow, oxen, mule, and
and they are feeling it in their pocketbooks.
horse was common for us country folks. More than one
The first Easter didn’t have a date of April 12. We
person riding, you would hitch up the wagon, buggy or
two wheel cart.
The pencil and pad were the only sources of addition
and subtraction. The doctor would come to your home
and treat all sickness. No specialized medical hospital.
By Jeanette Watts
Family cared for other elder members in the hone. EvWoodward Library of Archives and Research
ery home was a nursing facility.
Food was prepared every day on the iron or wood
Half of the state of South Carolina
stove, kept in the oven or warmer at the top of the stove.
Everyone on the farm had work to do. Mice and rat con- was once part of the Atlantic Ocean.
trol was the official duty and food of the cat. The dog’s As time and tide passed, S.C, claimed
more land from the ocean. Today, about
duty was keeping the fox away from the chickens and
midway through the state is the evidence
snakes away from the chicks.
of the shoreline parallel to the present
The chicken’s duty was laying eggs and providshoreline. This line supports topography
ing meat for Sunday dinner. The cow provided milk
of two divisions, the coastal plains and
and butter. The well was a place to hang and keep the
containers of milk from spoiling. Yes, all of us country Piedmont plateau.
folks had our duties for survival and we did them well.
Have you ever thought about things that evolved
around us and within us that technically we had no
control or participation in? We are the by-product or
Hometown, Award-Winning News Since 1902
result and it is our responsibility and obligation on a
LEE COUNTY
daily basis to put forth our best effort to maintain, support and to cherish the place we call home, Lee County,
South Carolina.
218 N. Main Street, Bishopville, SC P.O. Box 567
EDITOR
ADVERTISING MANAGER

Those were the days...

don’t know the date. We do know that the followers of
Jesus were terrified. They had just watched him crucified on a cross and they feared they were next. Financially they were struggling because they had left everything to follow Jesus. They had “sheltered” themselves
in fear of the religious opposition.
That first Sunday morning Mary Magdalene arrived
at the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body. In the middle of
her sorrow Jesus appeared, spoke her name and Mary
realizing it was Jesus called him “Teacher”. She must
have put her arms around Jesus because he said, “Don’t
hold onto me, I have not ascended to my father.” John
20:17 Essentially, he said, “Don’t touch me!” This story
is more relevant all the time. The saddest weekend of
Mary’s life turned into the greatest day of her life as
she became the first witness of the risen Jesus, later
exclaiming to the disciples, “I have seen The Lord!”
Wouldn’t you like to have that kind of Easter? We will
miss gathering in church this Easter but experiencing
Easter and the risen Christ can happen even if you are
alone.
There will be Easter on April 12. There will be Easter
for every person on the planet who will take the time to
celebrate the old story, the good news of Easter wherever you are and whatever your situation, this Easter
2020.
Contact him at GMollette@aol.com. Learn more
at www.glennmollette.com Like his facebook page at
www.facebook.com/glennmollette

The ‘making’ of Lee County
In new America our spot on the globe
was called Carolina. Carolina’s boundaries were as far north up to today’s Virginia,
South to the tip of today’s Florida, West to
the Mississippi River and of course, by the
Atlantic Ocean on the East.
In years to come, Carolina was shortened
and the excess territory became other states.
In later years, Carolina was divided into
North and South Carolina. Through trials
and tribulations, Indians, numerous wars,
and the usual disputes of a new and growing state, we
became South Carolina.
South Carolina originally had four counties in16821785: Craven, Berkley, Colleton and Granville. The
state was divided into 21 parishes. Between 17911799 South Carolina was divided into Circuit Court
Districts: Beaufort, Charleston, Georgetown, OrangeSee LEE, Page B5
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R. Travis Windham
Insurance Agency, LLC
Est. 1969

204 N. Main St.
Bishopville, SC
803-484-6725

FREE Quotes
Low Payments

WANTED
10 GOOD PEOPLE WITH BAD CREDIT
• None Established • Bankruptcies • Judgements
Charge Offs • Repossessions • Tax Liens
New Test Program For Automobile
Financing. Special Allocation of Funds

✓ NEED A CAR • CALL NOW
We have all makes & models available
Hurry, these funds won’t last forever!
Call Mr. Gordon Today
730 S. 4th St. Hartsville, SC 29550 843-332-4416

LEE COUNTY OBSERVER (Bishopville, S.C.) - WEDNESDAY, April 8, 2020 - A5

The Kids' Page

LIST YOUR
BUSINESS
HERE TODAY!

CALL 484-9431
JARED’S
HARDWARE

110 S Main St., Bishopville, SC 29010

803-484-6315

576 Sumter Hwy., Bishopville, SC 29010
Hours: Mon-Fri. 8 am-7 pm
Sat. 8 am-6 pm: Sun. 1:30-6 pm

803-484-5716

My heart’s
in …
Lee
C♥unty!

Chiclet practices her social distancing at the tennis courts,
remaining in her mom’s tennis bag.

Call Millie at 803-484-9431

THE LEE COUNTY
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
SUPPORTING
EDUCATION!!

803-484-5353

South Carolina
Cotton Museum, Inc.
121 W. Cedar Lane
Bishopville, SC 29010

All grade level educational programs available

www.sccottonmus@ftc-i.net

Send your kids pictures or
your pet pictures to

The Lee County Observer
advertise@sc.rr.com
or mail to
P.O. Box 567, Bishopville, SC
Attn: Millie
We will share with our readers!

THIS SPACE IS
AVAILABLE
FOR ADVERTISING!

CALL MILLIE

803-484-9431
Bishopville
Parts, Inc.

Fine Jewelers & Diamond Merchants
Since 1935

444 N. Guignard Drive

803-775-1209

www.gallowayandmoseley.com

Mac

Mac says he’s enjoying the quarantine
since his family is home!

Wendy Logan’s pet

Send your favorite picture to:
mscott@theleecountyobserver.com
or mail to:
The Lee County Observer
PO Box 567
Bishopville, SC 29010
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Now We’re
Cooking
...with
Millie
Bacon and Broccoli
Rice Bowl
bacon in a large nonstick
2 cups white rice (preferably skillet over medium heat until crisp, about 10 minutes.
short-grain or sushi rice)
Transfer to a paper towel6 slices bacon, chopped
lined
plate.
1 head broccoli, florets cut
Pour out all but about 1
into pieces, stems peeled
tablespoon
of the bacon
and sliced
drippings from the pan and
2 tablespoons low-sodium
increase the heat to mesoy sauce
1 1/2 teaspoons sesame oil dium high.
Add the broccoli and
4 large eggs
cook,
stirring occasionally,
Kosher salt
until charred in spots.
3 tablespoons chopped
Add 3/4 cup water and
fresh cilantro
simmer until the broccoli is
2 scallions, sliced
crisp-tender and only a few
2 tablespoons chopped
tablespoons of water repickled jalapeno
main, about 3 minutes.
Stir in the soy sauce and
Directions
1/2 teaspoon sesame oil.
Place the rice in a meDivide the rice and brocdium saucepan with 2 1/2
coli among bowls and
cups water.
drizzle with the pan juices.
Bring to a boil over meHeat the remaining 1
dium-high heat, then cover,
teaspoon sesame oil in the
reduce the heat to medium
skillet over medium-high
and simmer until most of
heat. Crack the eggs into
the water has been abthe skillet, season with salt
sorbed, about 6 minutes.
and fry as desired.
Reduce the heat to low
Place an egg in each
and cook 12 more minutes.
bowl and top with the baRemove from the heat
con, cilantro, scallions and
and let stand, covered, until
pickled jalapenos.
ready to serve.
Meanwhile, cook the

Ingredients

SEATS

Sumter counties - Thomas McElveen,
Democratic
• State Senate District 29, which covers portions of Chesterfield, Darlington,
Lee and Marlboro counties - incumbent
Democrat Gerald Malloy; J.D. Chaplin,
Republican; Ronald Reese Page, Republican
• State House of Representatives, District 50 - Will Wheeler, Democratic
• U.S. Senate - incumbent Lindsey
Graham, Republican; Jaime Harrison,
Democratic; Bill Bledsoe, Constitution;

2 tablespoons coconut oil
1 medium onion, chopped
1 red bell pepper, diced
1 cup diced fresh pineapple
3 cloves garlic, minced
1/4 cup cashews, chopped
3 cup cooked rice (preferably day old)
1/2 cup frozen peas,
thawed
Juice of 1 lime
2 tablespoons low-sodium
soy sauce
1 teaspoon Sriracha
2 large eggs, beaten
2 green onions, thinly
sliced

Directions

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF LEE

The Republican and Democratic parties will hold primaries on Tuesday, June 9, 2020. Any necessary runoffs will be held on Tuesday, June 23, 2020. Any person wishing to vote in the primaries
and runoffs must register no later than Sunday, May 10, 2020. Voter registration by mail forms
will be accepted if postmarked by Monday, May 11, 2020. Beginning Monday, May 11, the county
voter registration and elections office will be open for in-person absentee voting during regular
business hours and on Saturday, June 6, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Voters will be asked to provide one of the following Photo IDs at their polling place:
• S.C. Driver’s License
• ID Card issued by S.C. Department of Motor Vehicles
• S.C. Voter Registration Card with Photo
• Federal Military ID
• U.S. Passport
If you have one of these IDs, you are ready to vote. Voters should remember to bring one of these
IDs with them to the polling place. Voters without Photo ID can get one free of charge from the
Department of Motor Vehicles or their county voter registration office. Voters who encounter an
obstacle to getting a Photo ID should bring their paper voter registration card without a photo to
their polling place. These voters can then sign an affidavit swearing to their identity and to their
obstacle to obtaining a Photo ID and vote a provisional ballot. This ballot will count unless the
county board of voter registration and elections has grounds to believe the affidavit is false. For
more information on Photo ID, visit scVOTES.org or contact your county board of voter registration and elections.
At 9:00 a.m. on June 9, the County Board of Voter Registration and Elections will begin its examination of the absentee ballot return envelopes at Lee County Voter Registration and Elections
Office, 101 Gregg Street, Bishopville, SC 29010.
At 11:00 a.m. on June 11, the County Board of Canvassers will hold a hearing to determine the validity of all provisional ballots cast in this election. This hearing will be held at Lee County Voter
Registration and Elections Office, 101 Gregg Street, Bishopville, SC 29010.
The following precincts and polling places will be open during the primaries and runoffs
from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.:

In a large skillet over
medium heat, heat oil.
Add onion, peppers, and
pineapple and cook until
vegetables are soft and
pineapple is caramelized,
about 5 minutes.
Stir in garlic and cashews
and cook until fragrant, 1
minute more.
Stir in rice and peas, then
add lime juice, soy sauce,
and Sriracha.
Cook to coat and warm
rice, about 3 minutes more.
Push rice to one side of
the skillet and add eggs.
Stir constantly until
almost fully cooked, then
fold into rice mixture.
Garnish rice with green
onions and serve.

Ê
Ê
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Keenan Wallace Dunham, Libertarian;
David Weikle, Libertarian; Duke Buckner, Republican; Joe Reynolds, Republican; Michael LaPierre, Republican
• U.S. House of Representatives,
District 5, which covers Cherokee,
Chester, Fairfield, Kershaw, Lancaster,
Lee, Newberry, Richland, Spartanburg,
Sumter, Union and York counties - incumbent Ralph Norman, Republican;
Sidney Moore, Democratic; Moe Brown,
Democratic.

NOTICE OF ELECTION

Pineapple Fried
Rice
Ingredients

Continued from Front

Precincts

Polling Places

Ashland/Stokes Bridge

Fire Station #4 (Stokes Bridge)
2018 Una Rd
Bishopville, SC 29010

Ashwood

Fire Station #3 (Ashwood)
4396 Sumter Hwy
Bishopville, SC 29010

Bishopville 1

Fire Station #1 (Bishopville)
122 E Church St
Bishopville, SC 29010

Bishopville 2

Old Fire Department
113 E Council St
Bishopville, SC 29010

Bishopville 3

First Baptist Church Bishopville
229 W Church St
Bishopville, SC 29010

Bishopville 4

Lee County School District Office Annex
310 Roland St
Bishopville, SC 29010

Cedar Creek

Cedar Creek Baptist Church
3002 Camden Hwy
Bishopville, SC 29010

Cypress

Fire Station #8 (Alcott)
2346 Hwy 15 N
Bishopville, SC 29010

Elliott

St Paul United Methodist Church
16 Clarence McFadden Rd
Lynchburg, SC 29080

Hickory Hill

Jerusalem Stuckey Baptist Church
1407 Jamestown Rd
Bishopville, SC 29010

Ionia

Fire Station #5 (Ionia)
763 McCaskill Rd
Camden, SC 29020

Lynchburg

Ryanne’s Catering Hall
154 Main St
Lynchburg, SC 29080

Manville

St Mark Missionary Baptist Church
510 Manville-Wisacky Rd
Bishopville, SC 29010

Mt. Clio

New Zion AME Church (Old Location)
789 Coopers Mill Rd
Bishopville, SC 29010

Rattlesnake Springs

St Andrew Church of God
4238 Red Hill Rd
Camden, SC 29020

Schrocks Mill/Lucknow

Concord United Methodist Church
354 Old Camden Rd
Bishopville, SC 29010

South Lynchburg

Warren Chapel United Methodist Church
24 Back Swamp Rd
Lynchburg, SC 29080

Spring Hill

Spring Hill Lodge 188 AFM
3980 Springhill Rd
Rembert, SC 29128

St. Charles

Lower Lee Elementary
26 Lower Lee School Rd
Mayesville, SC 29104

St. Matthews

St Matthews Methodist Church
2144 Stokes Branch Rd W
Bishopville, SC 29010

Turkey Creek

Fire Station #6 (Turkey Creek)
2386 Hubb Kelley Rd
Bishopville, SC 29010

Woodrow

Mt Olive AME Church
2738 Woodrow Rd
Sumter, SC 29153

Ê

Ê
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Part Two of the Corona Chronicles

Stronger than we think

Sometimes hard things are good for
us. Struggle and suffering can make us
stronger. It’s true in the gym and in times
of crisis.
Some people might call personal
trainer Lori Lapin the cause of much
pain and suffering. She’s a drill sergeant,
but she’s a delightful drill sergeant so she
gets away with it.
Her positive outlook is contagious,
and you always leave feeling better than
when you arrived. Her heart is big, but
she’s no softy. We don’t necessarily
enjoy her challenging workouts, but she
gets results. The benefits outweigh any
of the negative feelings at the time.
Like any good teacher or coach, Lori
pushes and encourages in equal measure.
She makes us believe we are stronger
than we think we are.
If a client grabs a set of 10-pound
weights, she replaces them with twenties.
For 30 minutes we might struggle, but
the struggle makes us better.
When I first started going to the Strong
Foundations gym, Lori would tell me to

engage my core during the hardCrisis forces us to dig deep
est upper body exercises.
both spiritually and emotionally. If we’ll let it, struggle
Initially, I didn’t make the
connection between my core
can make us stronger and
better. We might not like the
muscles and hammer curls or
Corona changes, but we are
overhead presses, but I followed
instruction.
stronger than we think, and
we’ll be better for having
Anytime I wanted to quit,
gone through this craziness.
Lori would give that same good
TAMMY DAVIS
Chin Up, Buttercup
advice, “Engage your core. It
We’re in the early days
of this Covid-19 crisis, but
makes your whole body stronger.”
people have already started new routines
and traditions.
I finally figured out that “engage your
Families who used to live in the drivecore” doesn’t just mean to tighten your
stomach or tuck in your tushy. That’s
thru line are starting to cook together and
sit at the table for meals.
only part of the formula.
“Engage your core” also means dig
Couples are getting creative with their
deep, don’t give up. Her underlying mes- date night routines. Turns out we don’t
need to be at the latest hot spot to have
sage: “This isn’t easy, but you can do it.
Don’t quit. You’ll be stronger for it.”
fun and connect. A good game of “Go
Fish” and a few home-made quarantine
In the midst of all this sheltering at
home, I miss my exercise routines. I
cocktails might be just as good.
never thought I’d miss hearing Lori tell
Closets and garages have never been
more organized.
me to engage my core, but I do.
I wonder if I am engaging my core in a
Just a few weeks in, and we’re already
making the best of things. Of course,
different way during this Corona time.

we’re all a little rattled and on edge. It’s
natural to be scared. We want this to end
sooner, rather than later.
But, we’re also stronger than we think.
When it’s over, we’ll be better off.
If we engage the core of what’s really
important to us, our relationships will be
more solid. If we dig deep, we’ll come
out of all this with a new healthy habit or
a renewed hobby or interest. I bet we’ll
all have a greater appreciation of our
emergency funds.
Yes, we’re stronger than we think – in
the gym and in times of crisis. We never
like the hard parts of a workout or the
hard parts of life. It’s not easy to engage
our core and dig deep. But if we can,
according to my friend Lori, we’ll be
stronger and better for it.
Tammy Davis is a writer and teacher
who finds lessons in everyday life. Follow Davis on Instagram @tammydavisstories or visit her website at www.
tammydavisstories.com for audio experiences and bonus videos of each of her
weekly columns.

And lest we forget...life does go on

PHOTOS BY LILLIAN TURNER
Amid the coronavirus
pandemic, churches
everywhere are getting
ready for an unprecedented Easter. Many
churches in Lee County
plan to hold services
outdoors so that people
can remain in their cars
and still hear the sermon from a distance
with preachers using
microphones and sound
systems. Red Hill Baptist
Church will hold services
that way with Pastor Jeff
Steen at 9 a.m. on Easter
morning. Everyone is invited. Right, if you take a
drive around Bishopville
and Lee County, you’re
likely to find palms and
crosses decorating the
doors, front porches and
lawns of local homes.
Palm Sunday marked
the beginning of Holy
Week for Christians but
because there will be
no church services this
year, folks are getting
creative in how they recognize and celebrate the
holiest of weeks.
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All gave some; some gave all

Author’s Note: This is a piece I in wrote in 2011. The
25th Infantry Division is one of the lesser known of the
Army’s elite infantry divisions because it is the only
Army division that has never served within the Continental United States. Unlike the 1st Division (The Big
Red One) based at Ft. Riley, Kansas or the 82nd Airborne Division based at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina, the
25th Division is based at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii
and was formed shortly after the 1941 attack on Pearl
Harbor. It has served with distinction in WWII, Korea,
Vietnam, Iraq and elements of the 25th are currently
serving in Afghanistan.
This article is dedicated to Brice, Brooks, Captain
Coker, Major Greenberg and all the boys who didn’t
come back with us.

We pulled into Cu Chi around midday after the drive
up from Saigon. The place was a disappointment, to say
the least. It was nothing like I had imagined. The drive
up from Saigon was hot and dusty with no resistance
from the enemy.
Highway 331 was a narrow two-lane road with small
farms and rice fields like any country road back home.
Cu Chi turned out to be a sleepy little village with
no traffic lights. Old men, women and children stood
in doorways and stared as our convoy passed through.

Spc Pellman poses for a photo after returning from
patrol near Cu Chi. March 1966

There were no crowds waving American flags like we
saw in Saigon.
Little children would run alongside our trucks and
beg for money or candy. Conspicuously absent were
the young men of the village and that didn’t give me a
warm and cozy feeling.
It was January 1966 and we had just arrived in
Vietnam the day before. We were the men of the 25th
Infantry Division and this was hostile enemy territory.
My best buddy, Oliver “Coop” Cooper, and I were
driving a stock Army 2 ½ ton ten-wheeler, affectionately known as a “deuce and a half.” Coop drove most of
the first leg of the trip and now it was my turn to relieve
him as driver on the last leg into Cu Chi.
To add to my anxiety, we were driving the “ammo
truck,” which was loaded with ammunition and explosives. Behind us was Sam “the Sham” McKnight in a
fuel tanker and ahead of us was Bob “the Gun” Dugan
in a water tanker. Two other buddies from our platoon,
Frank “Jonsee” Jones and “Batman” McLeod, were in a
5-ton dump truck ahead of the Gun.
We were the men of the 65th Combat Engineer Battalion, commonly known throughout the 25th as the
“Whiskey Fifth Engineers.”
Unlike construction engineers, who build permanent
roads and infrastructure, combat engineers work and
travel with the infantry foot soldiers. When the infantry
comes to a river, the engineers build temporary pontoon
bridges or use small inflatable boats to get them across.
The engineers also clear mine fields, handle demolition
and destruction of enemy fortifications, build temporary
fortifications, and provide direct firepower support to
the Infantry.
The 65th Engineers’ official motto is “First In Last
Out,” a creed we lived by every day.

I pulled the truck into the
staging area up alongside Sam
the Sham in the fuel tanker that
had already pulled ahead of us.
“So this is it,” Sam said with
a wide grin and a shrug as he
stood up in the open cab.
I shut the engine off, shouldered my weapon and stood
up to take a look around. Coop
The Dixie Drifter
joined me as we surveyed the
Will Pellman
surrounding area. Sam yelled
over to me, “Hey Pelley, what-a-ya think?”
“I don’t know Sam,” I said. “I don’t like being out
here in the open like this. We’re gonna have to dig
some foxholes and I mean soon.”
We had landed smack dab in the middle of a dry and
dusty peanut field. The nearest tree line was a quarter of
a mile away on all sides. In the distance to the north we
could see the big mountain at Tay Ninh City looming
ominously on the horizon. To the south was the small
village of Bien Hut.
Northeast of us were the Ho Bo Woods and the Filhol
Rubber Plantation. Both looked peaceful but were notorious for heavy fighting and strong resistance from the
Viet Cong. East of our position was a small river, and
beyond that was the Boi Loi Woods.
In the distance, helicopter gunships from the 25th
Aviation Battalion were patrolling the tree line and
laying down a line of automatic weapons fire. Not far
away we could hear the rat-a-tat sound of a 50-caliber
machine-gun in the distance. It was out-going friendly
fire and too far away for us to be concerned about.
Elements of the 1st Infantry Division (The Big Red
One) and the 25th’s own Wolfhounds had secured
the area before we arrived. The word “secure” would
come to be a relative term because very few places in
Vietnam were secure in January 1966. The enemy was
quick and elusive and would move from one area to
the next as we conducted search and destroy operations
throughout the province.
A company of paratroopers from the 173rd Airborne
Brigade was packing up and preparing to head north
when we arrived. They were headed up north to relieve
the First Marines Division fighting in the Central Highlands. The troops from the Big Red One were heading south to the Mekong Delta. They told us about the
fighting in and around Cu Chi and where the Viet Cong
was most active.
This was our first contact with other combat troops
since we arrived in country, and the atmosphere was
charged with mutual admiration and
respect. Back in Hawaii there was an
intense inter-service rivalry between
the men of the 25th Infantry Division
and the 3rd Marines Regiment and
Sailors stationed at Pearl Harbor.
But this was different. We had a
special bond with these guys because
the 1st Infantry Division, the 173rd
Airborne and the 25th Infantry Division were all considered elite combat
units. The Big Red One is legendary in
military circles. And Tropic Lightning
Troops from the 25th Division are famous for the heroic battles they fought
in the Pacific during WWII.
Moreover, the 25th Infantry Division
had the unique distinction of being the
only Division in the U.S. Army to be
trained in jungle warfare. Back at our
home base in Hawaii we spent months
at a time playing war games in the
jungles of Kahuku preparing for this
day. We were the best the Army had to
offer and we were ready to kick butt
and be done with it.
We had left Pearl Harbor two weeks
earlier aboard the Navy troop carrier,
USS Pope. We spent 14 days sailing
across the vast Pacific and into the
South China Sea to get here.
The day before, we had pulled off
a spectacular D-Day-style landing at
Vung Tau harbor located at the southern tip of Vietnam. And today, we
managed the long drive up country and
through Saigon with no contact with
the enemy. It felt eerie. Things were
too quiet. After all, this was the heart
of the infamous Iron Triangle….. a

Vietcong stronghold where the borders of Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam meet.
Some of the guys were getting restless and ready to
get it on. But there’s an old saying that rings true in
these kinds of situations: Be careful of what you wish
for. That sense of jittery anticipation was short-lived
because things would change for the worse soon thereafter. We quickly learned that we faced an enemy who
was most active after dark.
Our orders were to secure the province and build
a headquarters and an airstrip as quickly as possible.
The rainy season was approaching fast and we had to
get a working infrastructure in place before the monsoon rains bogged us down in mud.
The Viet Cong guerillas were much more adept at
dealing with the monsoon rains than we were. Our
heavy tanks, big trucks and heavy artillery slowed us
down. They would harass us with quick hit-and-run attacks both day and night, and then quickly retreat back
across the border for safety into Cambodia.
Air Calvary was our saving grace. The Wolfhounds
of the 1st and 2nd Battalions, 27th Infantry and the 25th
Aviation Battalion kept them at bay while we worked
during the day.
At first the enemy rarely fought us on our terms.
It was always surprise ambushes and sniper attacks
against our convoys and patrols or hit and run scrimmages with mortars and rifle-propelled grenades,
mostly at night. But that would all soon change. They
would soon learn how to make the road-side bomb.
The battle for Cu Chi proved to be a daunting challenge for the 25th Infantry Division.
While destroying the enemy’s sanctuaries, the 25th
Division suffered many casualties during the first two
months while setting up base camp at Cu Chi.
Nonetheless, the men of the 25th Division fought
long and hard and established a permanent base camp
in the heart of the Iron Triangle - - -a notorious Viet
Cong stronghold 40 miles north of Saigon.
On May 30, 1966, after having been in country for
a little over four months, the men of the 25th Division
took time out and paid tribute to their fallen comrades.
It was Memorial Day 1966 and the war was just beginning to heat up.
On this Memorial Day 2011, let us honor our veterans who served our country, and let us not forget the
Sailors, Soldiers, Airmen and Marines who are now
serving on active duty around the world. May God
Bless our troops and may God Bless the United States
of America.
All gave some; some gave all.

Dr. Carl Whetsel

Whetsel

Chiropractic

484-9290

OFFERING AFFORDABLE:

• Full Spine Diversified Chiropractic
(28 years experience)

• DOT Medical Exams

(National Certification from FMCSA)

134 E. Church St. Bishopville, S.C.
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The day the mules went crazy
Note from Ellie Price: Jim Foreman
and I were in the same outfit in Korea.
He’s a commercial author and also has a
breakfast cooking show on You Tube.
By Jim Foreman

Due to my youthful ignorance, I really
wasn’t aware of how desperate the situation was during the Great Depression;
however, I’m sure that my parents were
very concerned. Being more or less a
rancher, my dad didn’t have a regular job
as such, but we were probably much better off than most people, because owning
several head of cattle provided us with
all the meat we needed. In addition, we
always had a big garden to supplement
the beef. The real problem that my dad
had was getting money to buy the other
things that we needed. As he would say,
“It was hard to find two dimes to rub
together.”
Actually, calling my dad a rancher
was stretching things a bit. He did lease
a section of grassland and ran a few
range cows but for the most part, he
made a living by trading cattle. He had
an uncanny ability of being able to look
at a cow and guess its weight almost to
the pound and would know how much it
would sell for at the weekly cattle auction in Amarillo. If he could buy something for less than what he could sell it
for, he made a profit. While most of his
trades involved cattle, he would buy or
sell just about anything that he thought
would turn a dollar.
One of FDR’s programs to put people
to work involved building earthen dams
to conserve water during the dustbowl
days. The dams were built across places
where water naturally flowed during
rains. By hiring local people to build
these dams, the government not only
kept the much-needed water from running away, but it had a secondary benefit
of providing people with jobs. Engineers
would come out, survey the property for
the location of the ponds, decide how
big they needed to be then figure out
how much money the government would
pay for building them. The going price
ranged from about thirty dollars for a
small dam up to a couple hundred for a
larger one.

My dad and my uncle who lived next
door decided that if they could come up
with a pair of good mules, they could get
in on the contacts to build some of those
dams. They finally located a matched
pair of young mules, which could be
had for almost nothing because neither
of them had ever been broken to harness. Not only had these mules never felt
harness on their backs, but running loose
in the Canadian River breaks, they had
seldom ever seen a human. They finally
negotiated a price of five dollars for the
pair after viewing them from a quarter
mile away as they disappeared over a
hill in a dead run. It took three days on
horseback to find them again, drive them
to our ranch and get them herded into a
catch pasture.
Even though my dad had been breaking horses all his life, he knew absolutely nothing about breaking mules. He
figured that it should be no more difficult
than breaking horses and set about it in
the same way. They soon discovered that
the only similarity between mules and
horses was size and looks.
Their first mistake was trying to break
both of them at the same time when any
good mule skinner knows that the only
way to break a mule is by putting it between a pair of mules which are already
broken to harness. After a considerable
amount of bucking, braying, kicking and
biting, they were finally able to get ropes
around their necks and tie them the snubbing post in the middle of the corral. The
main problem with having their heads
tied to the post was that the dangerous
end was always pointed toward you.
They quickly discovered that a mule can
kick at least twice as far as the average
horse. My dad eventually conceded that
the only way they were ever going to
get harness on those mules was to get
them on the ground with all four feet tied
together.
For the next several days, they would
tie one of the mules to the snubbing post,
rope a hind leg and throw him down.
Once he was on the ground, it still took
at least an hour of hard work to get the
harness on him. As soon as they let the
mule up, he would start bucking, braying and trying to throw the harness off.

It usually took until
noon just to get
both of them harnessed. At the end
of the day, if the
mules hadn’t succeeded in bucking
the harness off, they
had to go through
the same battle
Jim Foreman
again just to get the
harness off.
After about two weeks of constant
battle, interspersed by countless kicks,
bites and a few broken ribs, they were
finally able to get the mules harnessed
together and standing quietly side by
side at the snubbing post. This was a red
letter day in their battle with the mules
but they were still a long way from being
able to get any work out of them. At least
it was progress.
My cousin and I were about seven
years old at the time and far more
concerned with playing kid games than
in the battle going on between man and
beast. We had seen our dads working
with livestock before and what was going on in the corral held no interest for
us. What did interest us at that particular
moment was a half-grown cat we had
found hiding in the feed room in the
barn. It was as wild as a box of snakes
and did a lot of spitting and growling when we came close. It’s a known
fact that boys of our age are never able
to leave well enough alone, so after a
considerable amount of scratching and
biting, we finally got it trapped in a
gunny sack. It wasn’t enough to simply
catch the cat, we had to do something to
or with the unfortunate animal.
We found a woman’s black knit
stocking, or hose as they called them in
those days. Because of the way that they
were knitted, if you pulled on each end
it would stretch in length while getting
smaller and smaller in diameter. You
could stretch one of those things to at
least six feet in length while the diameter
would be no bigger your arm.
We dropped the cat headfirst into the
stocking and shook him down until his
fuzzy little nose was poking through a
hole in the toe. It’s a lucky thing for the

Church Directory
Ashland United Methodist Church
3039 Kelley Bridge Road, East
Bishopville, SC 29010
Rev. Kim Evans
Ashwood Baptist Church
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
1075 Lake Ashwood Rd.
428-3897
Ashwood Nazarene Church
RR 1 • 428-6941

Support Your Local
Church Directory
Place your ad in this space!

Call 484-9431

Barnettsville Baptist Church
106 Manville St., Charles Rd.
428-5282
Benjamin Chapel AME Church
Rt. 1 • 428-2644
Bethany Baptist Church
Rt. 3 • 428-5508
Bethesda Baptist Church
Main St. Extension • 437-2740
Bethlehem United Methodist
Church
115 W. Church St. • 484-6037
Beulah AME Church
Hwy. 76, Mayesville • 495-3999
Bishopville Tabneracle Ministry
29 Mendy Lane
Bishopville, SC
Non-Denomination
803-484-5227

ASHWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH
1054 Lake Ashwood Road
Morning Worship 11:00A.M.
Traditional Hymn Singing
Southern Gospel Music
Expository Bible Preaching
Friendly Congregation
Come Worship With Us

Bishopville Presbyterian
Church
215 S. Main • 484-5441
Browntown Temple for Christ
Holiness Church
Pastor: Eld Nathaniel Dixon, Sr.
Phone: 803-428-4833
Home Phone: 428-3552
Calvary Baptist Church
495 Calvary Church Rd. • 428-6637

Attend a church
of your choice
this Sunday!

Pampered
Paws

Boarding - Grooming
Bait & Tackle - 803-486-5788

Cedar Creek Baptist Church
2980 Camden Hwy.
Bishopville, SC
Pastor, Bobby Wallace
Clark United Methodist Church
Rev. Bobby Shaw
Hwy. 401 • Oswego
Community Bible Church
5711 Red Hill Road
Camden, SC 29020
Pastor Rev. Jerry Peacock
803-428-6307
Cousar Memorial Presbyterian
713 E. Church St.
Bishopville 29010
Day Star Mssion Church
318 Harris Street
Bishopville, SC 29010
Pastor: Randy Wilson
803-484-5515
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Deliverance Tabernacle
490 Hwy. 76, Lynchburg
437-2963
Faith Baptist Church
RR2 Box 210E • 428-6051

Lee Co. Cooperative Ministries
315 N, Dennis Ave. • 484-6350
Liberty Hill Baptist Church
St. Charles Rd. • 428-6959

Faith Baptist Church
35 Phillips Road
Bishopville, SC 29010

Lucknow Baptist Church
899 Hub Kelley Road
Cassatt, SC 29032
428-6856

Faith Builders Ministries of Christ
229 N. Main Street
Bishopville, SC 29010
Pastor -Demoine Kinney 937-383-1401

Lynchburg Baptist Church
Lynchburg • 437-2725

First Baptist Church
229 W. Church St. • 484-5430
Ebenezer United Methodist
Church
Bishopville • 428-6963
Elizabeth Baptist Church
4986 Camden Hwy., Bishopville
428-5759
Rev. Gregory Jackson, Pastor
First Church of the Nazarene
320 N. Dennis
484-6651
Gethsemane Apostolic Church
Lynchburg • 437-2792
Greenbay Baptist Church
RR2, Lynchburg • 437-2909
Gum Springs Baptist Church
32 Boxwood Lane, PO Box 1425
Bishopville, SC • 428-2898
Hebron United Methodist Church
Una Road, Stokes Bridge
Hephzibah Bible Church
Manville-Wyacky Rd.,
Bishopville, SC 29010
House of God Church
702 W. Cedar Lane • 484-9168
Jamestown Road Church of
God
2671 Jamestown Rd. • 428-5760
Jehovan’s Witness
Rt. • 428-6209
Jericho Project
302 N. Lee St
Bishopville, SC 29010
http://www.jerichoproject.us
Jerusalem Baptist Church
P.O. Box 1001 • 428-5633
Jersalem Stuckey Baptist
Church
159 Hansel • 428-6209
Joshua Church
508 W. Church St., Bishopville
483-3030
King Emmanuel Baptist Church
Hwy. 76, Lynchburg
437-2492

Lynchburg Charge Methodist
Church
Lynchburg • 437-2512
Mechanicsville United
Methodist Church
184 Lake Ashwood Rd.
Sumter, SC 29153
Kenneth Carter, Pastor
428-3945

New Life Praise Temple
101 Docs Drive • 428-2857
Bishopville,SC
www.1newlifechurch.org
New Zion AME Church
Coopers Mill Rd. • 428-3968
New Zion AME Church
Rt. 3 • 428-6921
One Step Christian Ministries
891 Hwy. 34 Camden Hwy.
Bishopville, SC – 586-9924
Pleasant Grove Baptist
Church
1000 Pleasant Grove Rd. • 437-2900
Power of God Deliverance
Center
Elliott, SC, Hwy 527
(803) 561-9851

cat that there was a hole in the stocking
or he most likely would have smothered.
Then we cut holes for its feet to stick
through. The cat would run around the
feed room with the rest of the stocking
dragging behind like a long tail. Still not
satisfied with the level of torment being
inflicted on the unfortunate kitten, we
wadded up newspaper and stuffed it in
the sock behind him until we had what
looked like a long, black snake with four
little fuzzy feet sticking out at the head.
We were having great sport with the cat
until he escaped our clutches, raced out
the door, around the barn and out of our
sight.
My dad and uncle were resting out
of the sun in the back door of the barn,
drinking some water and contemplating
their success in getting harness on the
mules without any major injuries when
a big black snake came streaking around
the side of the barn and right between the
legs of the two mules. This was the only
time in their lives that those two mules
that they ever did anything in unison.
They screamed in mortal fear and shot
straight into the air, jerking their halter
ropes over the top of the snubbing post.
My dad and uncle ran to catch them but
when they hit the ground, nothing was
going to stop those crazed mules.
They knocked my dad and uncle for
a loop, crashed through the corral fence
and headed straight for where my mother
was hanging her wash on the line to
dry. She saw them coming and ran for
the safety of the house. One mule went
on either side of the clothes line pole,
ripping it from the ground and dragged
the whole thing away with them; sheets,
shirts and socks flapping in the air. All
that stuff waving in the air behind the
mules drove them even crazier.
The next victim of their rampage was
the telephone pole next to the house,
which they straddled the same way
that they had the clothesline. The pole
snapped like a matchstick and before the
wires finally parted, they jerked the old
crank-style phone off the wall, sending it
crashing into a pot of beans cooking on
the stove.
They made a circle around the house
See MULES, Page B5

St. Paul United Methodist
Wisacky, 352 Lynchburg Hwy. •
428-5870
St. Peter AME Church
Hwy. 527, Mayesville, SC
803-453-5422 Tabernacle of
Champions
29 Mendy Lane
Bishopville, SC
Unity Mission Pentecostal
Church
71 Fleetwood Circle,
Lamar, SC
Pastor: Bishop Robert Robinson
803-428-5486
Warren Chapel United
Methodist Church
24 Backswamp Rd.
Lynchburg, SC - 437-2244

Memorial Chapel Church
2509 Green Lane • 428-3454

Red Hill Baptist Church
4695 Red Hill Road
428-5419 • Camden, SC

Wayside Baptist Church
Lee State Park Rd.,
Bishopville, SC 29010
428-3070

Mizpah Baptist Church
3659 Jamestown Road
Camden, SC 29020
438-3874

Sandy Bluff United Methodist Church
415 Woodham Road
Bishopville, SC
428-2646

Weeping Mary Baptist Church
766 Hwy. 34
428-5419 • Camden, SC

Mt. Calvary Holiness Church
771 Central School Rd., Rembert
Pastor: James W. Epps, Sr.

Sandy Grove United Methodist
Church
2870 Sandy Grove Church Rd.
(803) 428-5608
Rev. Charles K. Wilson, Sr.

Mt. Hermon Baptist Church
302 Woodward St. • 484-6023
Mt. Lisbon Presbyterian
Church USA
205 Mt. Lisbon Road, Bishopville, SC
428-2743
Mt. Moriah United Methodist
Church
Rev. Bobby Shaw
Mt. Pleasant AME Church
Rt. 2, Lynchburg • 437-2880
Mt. Sinai AME Church
Rt. 2, Lynchburg • 437-6015
Mt. Zion UMC
2304 Hubb Kelley Rd.
Bishopville, SC 29010
803-428-4241
Pastor Rev. Angela F. Nelson
New Bethel AME Church
40 Munnerlyn St., Bishopville
484-5694
New Bethel Baptist Church
1895 Hwy. 15, North • 481-7864
New Haven United Methodist
Church
3159 Red HIll Rd. • 428-6682
New Hope Baptist Church
Rt. 4 • 428-5241

Sandy Grove United Methodist
Church
2875 Old Stagecoach Road
Bethune, SC
843-334-6426
Savannah Advent Christian
Church
1948 Ashland-Stokes Bridge Road
843-332-0632

Subscribe to:

The Lee County
Observer

484-9431

Shop
local!

Springhill United Methodist
446 Lloyd Rd., Rembert, SC
432-5989
St. Andrew Church of God
4238 Red Hill Rd., Camden, SC
428-5664
St. James Deliverance
119 St. James Rd. • 428-2335
St. John AME Church
520 S Main St. • 484-6022
St. John’s UMC
Springhill Rd. • Rembert, SC
St. Mark United Methodist
Church
Rev. Bobby Shaw
Mayesville
St. Matthew United
Methodist Church
2144 Stokes Bridge Rd. W
Bishopville, SC 29010
803-428-5888

This Directory is made
possible by these
businesses who
encourage all of us to
attend worship serices.
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CLASSIFIEDS
For Your Information
Announcements
Recently diagnosed with
LUNG CANCER and 60+
years old? Call now! You
and your family may be
entitled to a SIGNIFICANT
CASH AWARD. Call 844654-4854 today. Free
Consultation. No Risk.

Still have life insurance?
Need or want to access
those funds now? If you’re
75 or older and have a
policy worth $100k or
more, you may qualify
for a cash buyout. Call
Benefit Advance. 1-877649-1439

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for [350]
procedures. Call 1-855397-7030 for details. www.
dental50plus.com/60
Ad#6118-0219

ADVERTISE YOUR
AUCTION in 99 S.C.
newspapers for only $375.
Your 25-word classified
ad will reach more than
2.1 million readers. Call
Randall Savely at the
S.C. Newspaper Network,
1-888-727-7377.
Yard Sales
Yard & Estate Sales
Saturday, April 4th, 7:3011:00. 1274 Longtown
Road, Lugoff. Something
for Everyone. Cleaned
Out Buildings. Will Be
Outside! No Close
Contact.
Items for Sale

Two great new offers from
AT&T Wireless! Ask how
to get the new iPhone
11 or Next Generation
Samsung Galaxy S10e
ON US with AT&Ts Buy
one, Give One offer. While
supplies last! CALL 1-866565-8453

GENERAC Standby
Generators. The weather
is increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for
power outages. FREE
7-year extended warranty
($695 value!) Schedule
your FREE in-home
assessment today. Call
1-844-775-0366 Special
financing for qualified customers.

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debrisblocking gutter protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-8752449.

Up to $15,000.00 of
GUARANTEED Life
Insurance! No medical
exam or health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final
expenses. Call Physicians
Life Insurance Company
- 855-837-7719 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/scan

AT&T Internet. Starting at
$40/month w/12-mo agmt.
Includes 1 TB of data
per month. Get More For
Your High-Speed Internet
Thing. Ask us how to bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. Call us
today 1-866-843-6183

Wanted to Buy
WE BUY CARS
Top price for scrap cars
Free Pickup. Call Camden
Steel & Metal for details
803-713-4726 or 803-4326595
General Merchandise
BIG DEAL MATTRESS
WAREHOUSE Lowest
Mattress Prices. 803-2386288.
bigdealwarehouse.com
BRING THIS AD TO
GET $10 OFF YOUR
MATTRESS PURCHASE!

NEED NEW FLOORING?
Call Empire Today to
schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 844254-3873

OXYGEN - Anytime.
Anywhere. No tanks to
refill. No deliveries. The
All-New Inogen One G4
is only 2.8 pounds! FAA
approved! FREE info kit:
833-833-1650

COUNTY

DIRECTV - Switch and
Save! $39.99/month.
Select All-Included
Package. 155 Channels.
1000s of Shows/Movies
On Demand. FREE
Genie HD DVR Upgrade.
Premium movie channels,
FREE for 3 mos! Call
1-844-624-1107

DIRECTV NOW. No
Satellite Needed. $40/
month. 65 Channels.
Stream Breaking News,
Live Events, Sports & On
Demand Titles. No Annual
Contract. No Commitment.
CALL 1-877-378-0180

DISH Network $59.99
For 190 Channels! Add
High Speed Internet for
ONLY $19.95/month. Call
Today for $100 Gift Card!
Best Value & Technology.
FREE Installation. Call
1-877-542-0759 (some
restrictions apply)

Continued from Front

News Sunday, “This is going to be our
Pearl Harbor moment, our 9/11 moment.”
But there is a glimmer of hope, officials said, since the death rate due to COVID-19 in hard-hit New York dropped
slightly over the weekend.
In South Carolina, as of Monday
morning, at least 2,049 people have
tested positive for the coronavirus and
44 people have died, according to public
health officials.
More than 1.2 million cases have been
confirmed worldwide and more than
69,000 deaths have been linked to the
virus.
In Lee County everyone is “strongly
advised to limit travel outside your home

MAGENTA-OAOO

YELLOW-OOAO

Viasat Satellite Internet.
Up to 12 Mbps Plans
Starting at $30/month.
Our Fastest Speeds (up
to 50 Mbps) & Unlimited
Data Plans Start at $100/
month. Call Viasat today!
1-866-463-8950
Services

BLACK 012908

EXTERIOR GUTTERS &
HOME IMPROVEMENT.
6” seamless GUTTERS &
all other exterior remodeling. dreamgutters.com.
803-425-7160.
LOWEST PRICES
ON GUTTERSGUARANTEED!

Local cabinet manufacturer seeking experienced
cabinet painter. Must have
experience with spraying.
Experience with lacquer
paint a plus. Call Shawn
803-447-7667

JD’s Home Improvements.
Licensed and Insured.
Call James (803)4271239.

Homes For Sale

Who has been painting
for you in Kershaw County
since 1969? Me, Darrell
McAvoy. Call me and I’ll
put my experience to work
for you. (803)438-2299 or
803-669-5874

Business Services
The Mercantile
FREE APPRAISALS
Office Supplies, Coins,
Collections
SILVER & GOLD
Bill Blake
(803)243-1234 : 1110
Broad St.
Home Repairs & Improvement

Decks Unlimited of
Camden, LLC. For all your
new construction, home
improvement or recreational needs. Free estimates. Licensed/Insured.
803-309-2303/803-2432654
Jim’s Home Maintenance
Providing Reliable and
Affordable Services in
Kershaw County. Over 25
years experience in Lawn
Maintenance and Home
Improvement(Power
Washing, Small Home
Repairs, Seamless
Gutters, Gutter Cleaning,
Replacement Windows
& Shingles & Roofing
Repairs). FREE
ESTIMATES. Licensed &
Insured. (845)548-0529
Rogers Septic Tank
Service
24 Hours - Anytime Day
or Night. 803-669-7194;
803-309-2303 or 803-2432654.
Toby W. Butler - Roof
Leaks Fixed. Roofing,
siding, painting, and
carpentry work. Over 20
years experience. All work
with written guarantee.
Licensed & Bonded. Call
(803)201-2473.
BB’s CONSTRUCTION
Septic Tank Clearing
and
Backhoe work
Benny Shirley, Owner
45 Years Experience
803-600-4791
Charles R. Griffin, Sr.
Home Improvement.
Locally owned. Free
Estimates. Residential
& Commercial. Roofing,
Seamless Gutters/
Cleaning, Replacement
Windows, Vinyl Siding,
Decks, Carpentry,
Additions. 803-572-1168.

to essential trips only--work, grocery
shopping and purchase of medicine.
Also, only have one person per family
go inside stores for essential shopping
needs,” Watkins said. “The projection for
the country and our state is that the rate
of spread for new cases will continue to
increase for at least the next 2-4 weeks
before peaking, but these projections for
the number of new cases reaching a peak
and then leveling off are based on the
assumption the public will practice the
recommended guidelines for slowing the
spread of the virus by socially distancing.”
The longer it takes for the public to
practice the necessary social distancing and slow the spread of the virus,
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Earthlink High Speed
Internet. As Low As
$14.95/month (for the
first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and More!
Call Earthlink Today 1-877649-9469

Lawn Care/Tree Service
***A Notch Above Tree
Care. Top Quality ServiceLowest Prices. Licensed//
Insured. BBB accredited.
Call 803-983-9721 or 803669-3414 and save. Free
Mulch.
BARNHILL’S TREE
SERVICE. Tree trimming
& removal. Reasonable,
Reliable, Licensed &
Bonded. Free Estimates.
425-7368.
Jobs
Drivers Wanted
Erosion Control Co needs
experienced Class A
driver. Dump truck and
Lowboy exp a plus but
not necessary. Must have
clean driving record. Apply
at 1876 Whiting Way,
Lugoff or email resume
to dhyman@herndoninc.
com. EOE/Drug Free
ADVERTISE YOUR
DRIVER JOBS in 99 S.C.
newspapers for only $375.
Your 25-word classified
ad will reach more than
2.1 million readers. Call
Randall Savely at the
S.C. Newspaper Network,
1-888-727-7377.

Real Estate

*For Sale-Awesome
homes at Lake Wateree/
Camden/Lugoff & Elgin
areas. View www.grahamrealtyinc.com or call
(803)432-7370/(803)4320855. Graham Realty,
Inc., 519 E. DeKalb
St.(Camden)
Land/Lots For Sale
8 Acres. 3 minutes to
North Central School.
$39,000. Owner
Financing. 803-427-3888.
harryives@hotmail.com
National Land Realty is
offering 49.34 +/- acres
with two docks and many
lakefront opportunities
for an asking price of
$575,000. This acreage
could allow you to subdivide one portion to resell
and still re-gain enough
capital to build your own
private lake home on one
of the smaller portions!
With over 690 feet of
frontage on Lake Wateree,
numerous recreational
opportunities such as
sailing, boating, fishing
and hunting are all possible. Owner is also willing
to subdivide. Bring any
reasonable offers. For
more information contact
the Listing Agent, Nick
Ardis, at (803)236-8411 or
nardis@nationalland.com
today.

For Rent
IVY TERRACE APTS.:
Save $$$ in our energyefficient garden apts.
Designed for the elderly
(62 or older) and persons
with disabilities. Great
location, quiet, and beautifully landscaped. Units
loaded with modern conveniences. You’ll love to
call Ivy Terrace home!
Credit and background
check required. Units
designed for persons
with disabilities subject to
availability. Rental assistance available. Apply at
560 South Lee St., Bldg. 7
or call (803) 484-6039 for
more info. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Managed by
Partnership Property
Management, an equal
opportunity provider and
employer.

RENTALS-(All-Price
Ranges-Starting at $400/
month.). Large/small5BR/4BR/3BR/2BR
Houses/Condos/
Apartments/Mobile
Homes(Short/Long Term).
Plus Commercial/Office/
RetailProperty Available.
Camden/Lugoff/Elgin
area. Graham Realty, Inc.
(803)432-7370 or 4320855
Large mobile home LOTS
with trees in the Cassatt
area. Not in a mobile
home park. Call 432-1300.

ADVERTISE YOUR
VACATION PROPERTY
FOR RENT OR SALE
to more than 2.1 million
S.C. newspaper readers.
Your 25-word classified
ad will appear in 99 S.C.
newspapers for only $375.
Call Randall Savely at the
South Carolina Newspaper Network, 1-888-7277377.

Help Wanted
Busy veterinary practice seeking veterinary
assistant. Must be a team
player with ability to multitask. Please fax resume
including references to
803-432-1002.
Licensed Electrician,
Plumber and HVAC Tech
needed for a 2280sf
commercial building in
Cassatt. Text me your
email address and I will
send you plans. Please
no calls until you get the
plans 843-812-9551.
All phases of construction.
Must have valid drivers
license. Call 803-5130856.

PLACE YOUR AD IN
101 S.C. NEWSPAPERS

and reach more than 2.1 million readers
using our small space display ad network

Statewide or regional buys available
Alanna Ritchie 888.727.7377
scnewspapernetwork.com
South Carolina

Newspaper
Network
xx - CHRONICLE-INDEPENDENT
(Camden, S.C.) - XXXXDAY, XXXXXX XX, 2020

Looking for
an Outlaw
Name Linda
Can you HELP?
Call 803-484-7190

the longer the social distancing will be
necessary, he added. “Please encourage
your family and friends to practice safe
distancing and help protect themselves
and their loved ones.”
The S.C. Governor’s Office issued two
executive orders last week regarding the
closing of non-essential businesses to
help slow the spread of the COVID 19/
coronavirus.
The following businesses were ordered
to close from April 1-15. Close-contact
service providers, including barber
shops, hair salons, waxing salons, nail
salons, spas, body art facilities, tattoo
parlors, tanning salons, massage therapy.
Entertainment venues and facilities,
including bowling alleys, night clubs,

arcades, concert halls, theaters, auditoriums, performing arts centers, tourist attractions, including museums, racetracks,
indoor children play areas, adult entertainment venues, bingo halls, venues
operated by social clubs.
Recreational and athletic facilities and
activities, including fitness centers and
gyms, spas and public pools, spectator sports, events that require shared
sporting equipment, public playground
equipment.
In addition, furniture, home furnishing, clothing, shoe, jewelry, luggage
and department stores, florists, sporting
goods, book, and craft and music stores
were ordered to be closed by 5 p.m. on
Monday.

LEGALS
ORDER APPOINTING
GUARDIAN AD LITEM
STATE OF SOUTH
CAROLINA COUNTY OF
LEE IN THE COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS C/A
NO. 2020-CP-31-00100
Kondaur Capital Corporation, not in its individual
capacity but solely in its
capacity as Separate
Trustee of Matawin Ventures Trust Series 2019-3,
Plaintiff vs. The Personal
Representative, if any,
whose name is unknown,
of the Estate of Frances
Lucas aka Frances Boykin
Lucas; Kathy B. West,
Danny Beasley, Gloria
June Pate, individually and
as Personal Representative of the Estate of Darby
Lucas aka Darby F. Lucas
aka Darby Fulton Lucas,
Deceased, and any other
Heirs-at-Law or Devisees
of Frances Lucas aka
Frances Boykin Lucas,
Deceased, and Darby
Lucas aka Darby F. Lucas
aka Darby Fulton Lucas,
Deceased, their heirs,
Personal Representatives,
Administrators, Successors and Assigns, and all
other persons entitled to
claim through them; all
unknown persons with
any right, title or interest in
the real estate described
herein; also any persons
who may be in the military service of the United
States of America, being a
class designated as John
Doe; and any unknown
minors or persons under
a disability being a class
designated as Richard
Roe, Defendants. It appearing to the satisfaction
of the Court, upon reading
the Motion for the Appointment of Kelley Y. Woody,
Esquire as Guardian ad

CENSUS

Litem for all unknown
persons and persons
who may be in the military service of the United
States of America (which
are constituted as a class
designated as “John Doe”)
and any unknown minors
and persons who may be
under a disability (which
are constituted as a class
designated as “Richard
Roe”), it is ORDERED
that, pursuant to Rule 17,
SCRCP, Kelley Y. Woody,
Esquire is appointed
Guardian ad Litem on
behalf of all unknown
persons and persons who
may be in the military service of the United States
of America (constituted as
a class and designated as
“John Doe”), all unknown
minors or persons under
a disability (constituted as
a class and designated
as “Richard Roe”), all of
which have or may claim
to have some interest in
the property that is the
subject of this action,
commonly known as 206
S. Calhoun Street, Bishopville, SC 29010, that
Kelley Y. Woody, Esquire is
empowered and directed
to appear on behalf of and
represent all unknown
persons and persons who
may be in the military service of the United States
of America, constituted as
a class and designated as
“John Doe”, all unknown
minors and persons under
a disability, constituted as
a class and designated
as “Richard Roe”, unless the Defendants, or
someone acting on their
behalf, shall, within thirty
(30) days after service of
a copy of this Order as
directed below, procure
the appointment of a

Continued from Front

quired,” he said. “The county’s Complete Count Committee has worked hard to spread the word and I want
to thank everyone who has joined our effort to promote
the importance of the count. The faith-based community
in the county, the Lee County Chamber of Commerce,
the Lee County School District, First Steps, the Rural
Leadership Institute of Lee County, Lee County Parks
and Recreation, Lee County Library, Lee County Council on Aging, the city of Bishopville, the City of Lynchburg, DSS, County Administration and other members
of our community have all met and planned for how we
can work together to ensure the word gets out about the
Census.”
Watkins said the county received the following information on response rates so far:
• Lee County as a whole - 33 percent of households
have completed their Census forms
• Bishopville - 36 percent
• Lynchburg - 24.3 percent
“Our county-wide rate is in line with state-wide numbers for other counties,” Watkins said. “We are a little
low in response in the Lynchburg area and will be working to push the message in this community through area
churches to please participate. It is projected at the current rate of response Lee County will reach 80 percent
by the end of April, but we would love to see a complete
count achieved before the Census ends.”
The results of the 2020 Census will help determine
how hundreds of billions of dollars in federal funding
flow into communities every year for the next decade.
That funding shapes many different aspects of every
community, no matter the size, no matter the location.
“As we have discussed for some time, the public
needs to understand the impact the Census will have on
our community from the standpoint of federal and state
dollars which are distributed based on local population
figures compiled every 10 years through the Census,”
Watkins said. “The county is expecting a decrease in total population from the 2010 Census, but we can’t afford
to lose additional population because of an undercount.
Once the Census is complete the county cannot add any
additional figures after the fact; the count will be final
sometime this year and we need everyone to complete
their form and send it in as soon as possible.”
Census results influence highway planning and
construction, as well as how money is allocated for the
Head Start program and for grants that support teachers
and special education.
And the list goes on, including programs to support
rural areas, to restore wildlife, to prevent child abuse, to
prepare for wildfires, and to provide housing assistance
for older adults.
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Guardian or Guardians ad
Litem for the Defendants
constituted as a class designated as “John Doe” or
“Richard Roe”. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a
copy of this Order shall be
served upon the unknown
Defendants by publication in the Lee County
Observer, a newspaper
of general circulation in
the County of Lee, State
of South Carolina, once a
week for three (3) consecutive weeks, together
with the Summons in the
above entitled action.
SUMMONS AND NOTICE
TO THE DEFENDANT(S)
ALL UNKNOWN PERSONS WITH ANY RIGHT,
TITLE OR INTEREST
IN THE REAL ESTATE
DESCRIBED HEREIN;
ALSO ANY PERSONS
WHO MAY BE IN THE
MILITARY SERVICE OF
THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA, BEING A
CLASS DESIGNATED AS
JOHN DOE; AND ANY
UNKNOWN MINORS
OR PERSONS UNDER
A DISABILITY BEING A
CLASS DESIGNATED
AS RICHARD ROE; YOU
ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to
answer the Complaint in
the above action, a copy
which is herewith served
upon you, and to serve
a copy of your Answer
upon the undersigned at
their offices, 2838 Devine
Street, Columbia, South
Carolina 29205, within
thirty (30) days after service upon you, exclusive
of the day of such service,
and, if you fail to answer
the Complaint within the
time aforesaid, judgment
by default will be rendered
against you for relief
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demanded in the Complaint. NOTICE NOTICE
IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the original Complaint in
this action was filed in the
office of the Clerk of Court
for Lee County on March
12, 2020. NOTICE OF
PENDENCY OF ACTION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT an action has
been commenced and is
now pending or is about to
be commenced in the Circuit Court upon the complaint of the above named
Plaintiff against the above
named Defendant for the
purpose of foreclosing a
certain mortgage of real
estate heretofore given
by Darby F. Lucas and
Frances Lucas to Kondaur
Capital Corporation, not
in its individual capacity
but solely in its capacity
as Separate Trustee of
Matawin Ventures Trust
Series 2019-3 bearing
date of July 26, 2010 and
recorded August 23, 2010
in Mortgage Book 463 at
Page 97 in the Register
of Mesne Conveyances/
Register of Deeds/Clerk
of Court for Lee County, in
the original principal sum
of Ninety Four Thousand
Five Hundred and 00/100
Dollars ($94,500.00).
Thereafter, by assignment
recorded on September
23, 2019 in Book 565
at Page 263, the mortgage was assigned to
the Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development;
thereafter, by assignment
recorded on December 9,
2019 in Book 568 at Page
153, the mortgage was
assigned to Plaintiff., and
that the premises effected
by said mortgage and by
the foreclosure thereof
are situated in the County

of Lee, State of South
Carolina, and is described
as follows: All that certain
piece, parcel or lot of
land, with improvements
thereon, situate, lying and
being in the Town of Bishopville, Lee County, State
of South Carolina, fronting
on South Calhoun Street
of said town a distance
of seventy-five (75) feet,
more or less, and extending back therefrom with a
uniform width to a depth
of one hundred seventy
five (175) feet, more or
less, and being bounded
and described as follows:
On the NORTHEAST by
lot of and said to belong
to Smith; on the SOUTHEAST by Calhoun Street
of said town; on the
SOUTHWEST by lands
said to belong to Toney;
and on the NORTHWEST
by land said to belong to
Boykin. Said lot of land
being more particularly
represented and delineated according to a plat
thereof prepared by Frank
E. Hinson, Surveyor,
dated July 7, 1981, and
recorded in Plat Book S at
page 59 in the office of the
Register of Deeds for Lee
County and according to
a more recent plat prepared by Frank E. Hinson,
Surveyor, dated October
15, 1984, and recorded in
Plat Book U at page 69 in
the office of the Register
of Deeds for Lee County,
South Carolina. This
conveyance is subject to
all visible and/or recorded
easements, restrictions,
covenants, rights-of-way
and zoning ordinances
which affect said property.
TMS No. 030-06-00-147000 Property Address: 206
S. Calhoun Street, Bish-

opville, SC 29010 Riley
Pope & Laney, LLC Post
Office Box 11412 Columbia, South Carolina 29211
Telephone (803) 799-9993
Attorneys for Plaintiff
4/08,15,22
NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
All persons having claims
against the following
estates MUST file their
claims on FORM #371ES
with the Probate Court of
LEE County, the address
of which is PO BOX 24
BISHOPVILLE, SC 29010,
within eight (8) months
after the date of the first
publication of this Notice
to Creditors or within (1)
year from date of death,
whichever is earlier
(SCPC 62-3-801, et seq.)
or such persons shall be
forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented
in written statements,
indicating the name and
the address of the claimant, the basis of the claim,
the amount claimed, the
date when the claim will
become due, the nature
of any uncertainty as to
the amount claimed and
the date when due, and a
description of any security
as to the claim.
Estate: Shelia R.
Spann, Date of Death:
12/03/2019, Case Number: 2020ES3100038,
Personal Representative:
James Spann, Address:
50 Lunn Circle Lynchburg,
SC 29080.
4/08,15,29

Duke Energy and county officials to
test sirens around Robinson Nuclear

The 59 outdoor warning sirens
around the Robinson Nuclear Plant
will be tested for five to 30 seconds between 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 8, as scheduled.
This information is reflected in
the 2019-20 Robinson Nuclear
Emergency Preparedness booklets
sent to residents living within the
10-mile Robinson Nuclear Plant
emergency planning zone.
In addition, the plant’s siren
activation system will be upgraded,
which will require additional siren
testing during several time periods in 2020. To ensure the newly
installed equipment is functioning
properly, sirens will be individually
tested over two weeks beginning in
early June.
During testing, sirens will sound
briefly, approximately five to 30
seconds. Siren testing will occur
Monday through Friday between 8
a.m. and 5 p.m.
This test is performed in cooperation with emergency officials in
Chesterfield, Darlington and Lee
counties, who are responsible for
sounding the sirens.

MULES

Because this is a test, local broadcasting stations will not interrupt
regular programming to broadcast
Emergency Alert System (EAS)
messages. If there were ever a real
emergency at the plant requiring the
sirens to be sounded, local radio and
television stations would broadcast
information and instructions to the
public.
For more information about the
outdoor warning sirens, residents
can refer to information available at
duke-energy.com/NuclearEP.

Duke Energy Progress
Duke Energy Progress, a subsidiary of Duke Energy, owns nuclear,
coal, natural gas, renewables and
hydroelectric generation. That
diverse fuel mix provides about
12,700 megawatts of owned electric
capacity to approximately 1.6 million customers in a 32,000-squaremile service area of North Carolina
and South Carolina.
Duke Energy (NYSE: DUK), a
Fortune 150 company headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., is one of
the largest energy holding compa-
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and headed for their final target, one of the poles the
poles for the new electric line that the REA was running along the edge of our property. This pole proved
to be far more substantial than the others because even
though they hit it at full tilt, it only shook slightly.
This was a case of an unstoppable force striking an
immovable object and the harness was what gave way.
The last thing my dad and uncle saw of the mules was
them racing toward the back of the ranch. Piled against
the REA pole was not only the shredded remains of
their harness but everything else that they had gathered
in their rampage, including my mother’s wash.
Without a word, my dad began to sort through the
pile of carnage left by the runaway mules. After he had

LEE

nies in the U.S. It employs 30,000
people and has an electric generating capacity of 51,000 megawatts
through its regulated utilities, and
3,000 megawatts through its nonregulated Duke Energy Renewables
unit.
Duke Energy is transforming its
customers’ experience, modernizing
the energy grid, generating cleaner
energy and expanding natural gas
infrastructure to create a smarter
energy future for the people and
communities it serves. The Electric
Utilities and Infrastructure unit’s
regulated utilities serve approximately 7.7 million retail electric
customers in six states – North
Carolina, South Carolina, Florida,
Indiana, Ohio and Kentucky.
The Gas Utilities and Infrastructure unit distributes natural gas to
more than 1.6 million customers
in five states – North Carolina,
South Carolina, Tennessee, Ohio
and Kentucky. The Duke Energy
Renewables unit operates wind and
solar generation facilities across the
U.S., as well as energy storage and
microgrid projects.

gathered up mother’s wash and returned it to her, he
picked up a leather strap from the harness about the
length of his arm and came back to where my cousin
and I were standing.
That was the only real whipping that I can remember
my dad ever giving either of us, but it was one which
would last a long time.
I guess that they sort of gave up on breaking the
mules to harness because they started trying to sell
them. But when the potential buyers saw how wild the
mules were, they seemed to lose all interest.
The saga continues next week with “The Last Buffalo,” which will also detail the fate of the wild mules.
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burg, Kershaw, Cheraw, Washington, Pinckney and
Ninety Six. Between 1799 – 1808, SC was divided into
Equity Circuits. In 1800, S.C. had 25 counties. Today
we have evolved into 46 counties with Lee County
formed in December 1902.
We have a beautiful state and a wonderful Lee County. The county has kept its country charm and style.

Many before us etched out the soil and made way for
a home for us. It is all of our responsibility to make it
a better place for the generations to come. It is ours for
only our duration by the grace of God.
When the Woodward Library of Archives and Research is opened, visit us and discover all the wonders
of our Lee County and its people.
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The Lee County Observer
Urges Everyone To Follow The
Guidelines That Have Been
Handed Down To Us
During This

COVID-19
Virus Epidemic
SHAW NEWS

THE SHAW NEWS
March 27, 2020 – 6
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